


Natural Health Sciences

Natural Health Sciences: A Comprehensive Guide serves as a valuable resource for both healthcare 
practitioners and business professionals, supporting ongoing professional development by bridging 
the gap between proponents of traditional or natural health systems and those who follow scientific 
or medical perspectives. The book synthesizes existing literature and fosters a more nuanced under-
standing of the benefits and limitations of natural health practices.

By presenting academic and scientific evidence in an accessible format, it offers evidence-based 
insights into a broad spectrum of natural health approaches. These include herbal remedies, nutri-
tional strategies, lifestyle interventions, and alternative therapies, covering key areas such as 
Ayurveda, bioenergetic therapy, music therapy, Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), and aro-
matherapy. It also addresses criticisms, ethical and regulatory concerns, and the future of natural 
health sciences.

With the increasing awareness of the limitations and side effects of conventional medicine, people 
are seeking natural, preventive, and personalized approaches to maintain and improve their health. 
Natural Health Sciences: A Comprehensive Guide provides a comprehensive overview of natural 
health sciences and its various sub-disciplines, allowing readers to gain a deeper understanding of 
these practices and make informed decisions about their health.
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Preface
Nature is the oldest source of reference for human health services. Since prehistoric times, plants, 
animals, and natural minerals have formed the basis of primitive medicines used for treatment and 
prevention. However, many of these ancient practices have not been tested by the criteria and rigor 
of modern science. This book aims to be a bridge between these ancient wisdoms offered by the 
natural health sciences and modern science.

This book is not intended to be a treatment guide or to replace a doctor’s recommendations. 
Rather, it aims to provide information and research that can inform you, the reader’s health-related 
decisions, in an informed way. Considering information based on scientific evidence, you can then 
better understand the potential benefits and limitations of natural health sciences.

It is important to remember that a healthy lifestyle is an important part of preventive health care. 
Regular exercise, a balanced and nutritious diet, adequate sleep, and stress management greatly 
affect the overall health and quality of life of each of us. Natural health sciences can be part of this 
overall lifestyle approach and help us support our wellness goals.

Every topic covered in this book has been examined in the light of scientific research. With science 
and nature coming together, there are powerful tools that can be used to achieve a healthy and bal-
anced life. However, it should not be forgotten that the effects of natural health practices and products 
may vary from person to person. So, before embarking on any natural treatment or incorporating any 
condition into your health routine, it is extremely important to always consult a healthcare professional.

I wish you a pleasant reading.
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Important Notice
This book aims to provide general knowledge in the field of natural health sciences and is not a 
substitute for professional medical advice. Please consult a healthcare professional before mak-
ing decisions about your health condition or treatment options. This book is for informational 
purposes only and should not be used as a referral to a medical diagnosis or treatment.

The information contained in this book has been prepared based on scientific sources and 
reliable references available at the time of publication. However, medical science is a field that is 
constantly advancing and changing. Therefore, please note that the information contained in the 
book may be updated over time.

Although the authors and publishers have made every effort to ensure the accuracy and reliability 
of the information contained in this book, there may be cases where all or part of the information 
contained in this book is inaccurate, incomplete, or out of date. Therefore, the authors and publishers 
cannot be held responsible for any damage or loss resulting from the use of the book or the applica-
tion of this information.

This book is not a substitute for a medical prescription or treatment plan. If you have concerns 
about your health problems or symptoms, or if you are considering any treatment options, please 
consult a healthcare professional. Every individual’s health status is different, and a personal-
ized health plan is important for an accurate diagnosis and proper treatment.

By reading this book or using the information it contains, you agree to the warnings and advice 
set forth above.
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Part I

Health Inspired by Nature
Natural Health Sciences

The first part of the book examines the foundational principles and evolution of natural health 
practices. The book commences with a historical overview and an examination of the evolution of 
natural health sciences over time. Readers will investigate the fundamental principles that underpin 
these practices, the diverse sub-disciplines within the field, and practical strategies for integrating 
them into a healthy lifestyle. Additionally, the section addresses criticisms, ethical concerns, and 
regulatory issues related to natural health sciences, and offers insights into future trends. The chap-
ters in this part of the book are listed below.

CHAPTER 1: HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE AND OVERVIEW  
OF NATURAL HEALTH SCIENCES

Chapter 1 provides a comprehensive overview of natural health sciences, exploring their histori-
cal roots, modern applications, and scientific validation. The evolution of natural health practices 
from ancient civilizations to the present day, highlighting influential traditions such as Ayurveda 
and Traditional Chinese Medicine. Readers will gain insight into how these historical practices 
have shaped current approaches to health and disease management. Chapter 1 also discusses the 
integration of complementary and alternative medicine (CAM) practices, such as acupuncture and 
nutrition, into modern healthcare. By emphasizing a holistic approach that respects the body’s natu-
ral ability to heal, this chapter offers readers an understanding of how natural health sciences can 
provide effective solutions to complex health problems, support disease prevention, and enhance 
overall well-being. This basic overview sets the stage for a more in-depth exploration of the scien-
tific evidence and practical applications of natural health disciplines.

CHAPTER 2: BASIC PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL HEALTH PRACTICES

Chapter 2 explores the principles and practices of natural health sciences, emphasizing their 
relevance and effectiveness in modern healthcare. Readers will explore five core principles: the 
holistic integration of mind, body, and spirit; proactive disease prevention; the use of natural 
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remedies; the body’s innate ability to heal; and the importance of individualized care. The chap-
ter highlights the holistic approach, which looks at a person’s whole context rather than isolated 
symptoms, and emphasizes the body’s ability to heal itself when given the right support. By 
examining the balance between prevention and treatment, this chapter provides practical insights 
into how natural health practices – such as herbal remedies, mind–body techniques, and lifestyle 
changes – can improve overall well-being and complement traditional medical treatments. This 
comprehensive overview equips readers with the knowledge to make informed decisions about 
incorporating natural health strategies into their lives.

CHAPTER 3: SUB-DISCIPLINES OF NATURAL HEALTH SCIENCES

Chapter 3 introduces the reader to the diverse and evolving field of natural health sciences, 
offering a comprehensive exploration of its core sub-disciplines. It presents an in-depth exami-
nation of phytotherapy, highlighting the historical and contemporary uses of medicinal plants, 
as well as their benefits and safety considerations. Readers will gain insight into the principles 
and practices of homeopathy and naturopathy, discovering how these holistic approaches aim 
to enhance the body’s self-healing abilities. The chapter also explores acupuncture, detail-
ing its scientific basis and effectiveness in treating pain and chronic conditions. It also covers 
Ayurveda and Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), providing historical context and modern 
applications. By engaging with this chapter, readers will gain a well-rounded understanding of 
these natural health practices, their therapeutic potential, and their integration into contempo-
rary healthcare.

CHAPTER 4: APPLIED HEALTHY LIVING STRATEGIES

Chapter 4 provides a guide to the essential components of holistic health and wellness. It discusses 
the importance of a balanced diet and provides practical strategies for optimizing dietary habits to 
support overall well-being. The chapter emphasizes the role of regular physical activity in main-
taining health and improving quality of life. Readers will discover effective methods for manag-
ing stress, incorporating appropriate sleep habits, and fostering positive social relationships, all 
of which are essential to a balanced lifestyle. In addition, the chapter explores detoxification and 
cleansing practices, highlighting their benefits and considerations. By reading this chapter, individ-
uals will gain valuable insights and actionable steps to improve their health through a well-rounded 
approach that integrates nutrition, exercise, mental wellness, social support, and detoxification for a 
more vibrant and harmonious life.

CHAPTER 5: CRITICISMS AND RESPONSES TO NATURAL HEALTH SCIENCES

Chapter 5 addresses the significant criticisms directed at natural health sciences, offering a bal-
anced view of the challenges and responses within this field. It addresses concerns regarding 
the scientific basis, safety, and efficacy of natural health practices, providing evidence-based 
responses to common critiques. Readers will have the opportunity to engage with discussions 
on the scientific validation of herbal remedies, probiotics, acupuncture, and mind–body thera-
pies and to gain insight into how these practices stand up to scrutiny. Furthermore, the chap-
ter addresses issues such as potential adverse effects, the integration of natural and traditional 
Western medicine, and the necessity for quality control and appropriate training. By engaging 
with this chapter, readers will gain a nuanced understanding of the ongoing debates surrounding 
natural health sciences and appreciate the field’s evolving nature and its contributions to holistic 
healthcare.
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CHAPTER 6: ETHICAL AND REGULATORY CONCERNS 
IN NATURAL HEALTH SCIENCES

Chapter 6 examines the pivotal ethical and regulatory issues intrinsic to natural health sciences, 
establishing parallels with conventional medicine while underscoring distinctive challenges. This 
chapter addresses a number of ethical issues, including matters pertaining to informed consent, 
practitioner integrity, and the appropriate balance between traditional practices and modern scien-
tific standards. Furthermore, it analyzes the regulatory aspects of natural health sciences, examin-
ing the governance of these practices and the legal frameworks that ensure safety and efficacy. 
Furthermore, the chapter addresses the professional standards and training requirements for prac-
titioners, emphasizing the necessity for rigorous qualifications and adherence to ethical guidelines. 
By reading this chapter, individuals will gain a comprehensive understanding of the regulatory 
landscape and ethical considerations shaping the natural health sciences. This will equip them with 
the knowledge to navigate these complex issues effectively.

CHAPTER 7: THE FUTURE OF NATURAL HEALTH SCIENCES

Chapter 7 presents an analysis of the future of natural health sciences, with a particular focus on 
the impact of scientific and technological advancements on the field. Furthermore, it addresses 
the emergence of personalized medicine, encompassing bespoke approaches to herbal treatments, 
aromatherapy, acupuncture, and other modalities, which reflect a paradigm shift toward individual-
ized care. The chapter examines integrative health approaches that combine traditional and modern 
practices and considers how digital health and telemedicine are transforming access to and delivery 
of natural health therapies. Furthermore, it discusses pioneering research, product development, and 
the drive toward sustainable and ethical practices. By engaging with this chapter, readers will gain 
insights into how cutting-edge technologies and research are expanding the possibilities of natural 
health, improving global healthcare, and offering new, personalized treatment options for diverse 
needs.
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Historical Perspective 
and Overview of Natural 
Health Sciences

1.1  OVERVIEW OF NATURAL HEALTH SCIENCES

Natural health sciences are a branch of science and art that have deep roots in many cultures and 
civilizations. Supported by scientific advances, this discipline aims to prevent diseases and support 
health through a holistic health perspective and natural therapeutic processes [1].

In a large-scale survey of the American public, 38% of Americans used some form of comple-
mentary and alternative medicine (CAM) practice [1]. These practices often include various disci-
plines of the natural health sciences, such as acupuncture, homeopathy, massage therapy, diet, and 
nutritional counseling.

In many aspects, this branch of science aims to offer alternative solutions to complex health 
problems that modern medicine cannot materialize today. For example, the addiction crisis caused 
by opioids used in chronic pain management has brought alternative treatment methods such as 
acupuncture, which is within the scope of natural health sciences, to the forefront [2].

The basic philosophy of natural health sciences is to respect and support the body’s natural heal-
ing ability. This includes an approach that focuses on disease prevention and offers strategies to 
improve the overall health of individuals. Topics such as preventive care, nutrition, detoxification, 
physical activity, and stress management are important aspects of the natural health sciences.

With a holistic approach, the natural health sciences advocate that the body, mind, and spirit 
should be considered as a whole. This perspective aims to improve the overall quality of life of 
individuals. For example, the positive effects of practices such as meditation and yoga on stress 
management have been demonstrated by scientific research [3].

In this book, we will examine various aspects of the natural health sciences and review the latest 
scientific research in this field. Scientific evidence can confirm the effectiveness and safety of the 
natural health sciences as well as guide future applications and research in this field.

1.2  HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE IN NATURAL HEALTH SCIENCES

The origins of the natural health sciences are as old as the origins of medicine. These sources are 
often based on the knowledge and experiences that people have gained from nature at various peri-
ods of history. Various civilizations have developed their own unique natural health practices that 
have shaped their understanding of health and disease and methods of treatment [4].

Ancient Egypt is home to the earliest documented examples of natural health practices. For 
example, the Ebers Papyrus is a text that dates back to 1550 BC and contains more than 700 pre-
scriptions for herbal medicine. These prescriptions describe herbal mixtures used to alleviate the 
symptoms of diseases and heal the body [5]. The ancient Egyptians used plants, animal products, 
and minerals to treat diseases [5]. This has formed the basis of modern phytotherapy.

The Ayurvedic tradition of India and the tradition of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) of 
China are both wide-ranging natural health systems that date back to 2000 BC. India’s Ayurvedic 
tradition treats human health as the totality of body, mind, and spirit. Ayurveda expresses the 
knowledge (veda) of life (ayur) and emphasizes the integrity of the body, mind, and spirit. One of the 
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oldest texts of Ayurveda, the “Charaka Samhita,” dates back to the 6th century BC and describes 
natural methods of treatment such as nutrition, lifestyle changes, and herbal remedies [6].

The Chinese tradition of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) balances the flow of energy (qi) 
in the body and uses natural methods of treatment such as acupuncture, tai chi, qigong, and herbal 
remedies [7]. An ancient text called “Huangdi Neijing” explains the basic principles and practices 
of TCM [4].

During the ancient Greek and Roman periods, important medical thinkers such as Hippocrates 
and Galen adopted natural approaches to health preservation and treatment of diseases and inte-
grated them into their theories of health and disease. Hippocrates’ principle of “do no harm first” 
and Galen’s belief that the balance of the four bodily fluids (blood, bile, black bile, and phlegm) 
determine health and disease shaped the basic principles of the natural health sciences [8, 9].

In medieval Europe, monasteries became centers of knowledge on natural cures and herbal rem-
edies. The monasteries also hosted gardens where many plants were grown and collected. During 
this period, many manuscript texts were written about the making and use of herbal remedies [10].

In the 19th and 20th centuries, as Western medicine became more technical and special-
ized, natural health practices such as naturopathy and homeopathy developed and popularized. 
During this period, individuals such as Benedict Lust, the naturopath, and Samuel Hahnemann, 
the homeopathic medicine pioneer, developed modern theories and practices of the natural health 
sciences [11].

At the beginning of the 21st century, a growing interest in scientific research and complementary 
and alternative medicine (CAM) research has shaped the contemporary practices and philosophy 
of the natural health sciences. This has helped expand the role of natural health sciences within 
modern healthcare [1]. For example, mind–body therapies such as yoga and meditation have been 
recognized and widely accepted as effective tools for stress and anxiety management [3].

REFERENCES
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and Children: United States, 2007, National Health Statistics Reports, Hyattsville, MD, 2008.

	 2.	 A. J. Vickers, E. A. Vertosick, G. Lewith, H. MacPherson, N. Foster, K. J. Sherman, D. Irnich, C. M. Witt 
and K. Linde, “Acupuncture for Chronic Pain: Update of an Individual Patient Data Meta-Analysis,” The 
Journal of Pain, vol. 19, no. 5, pp. 455–474, 2018.

	 3.	 M. C. Pascoe, D. R. Thompson and C. F. Ski, “Yoga, Mindfulness-Based Stress Reduction and 
Stress-Related Physiological Measures: A Meta-Analysis,” Psychoneuroendocrinology, vol. 86,  
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	 4.	 P. U. Unschuld, Huang Di Nei Jing Su Wen: Nature, Knowledge, Imagery in an Ancient Chinese Medical 
Text: With an Appendix: The Doctrine of the Five Periods and Six Qi in the Huang Di Nei Jing Su Wen, 
University of California Press, Berkeley, CA, 2003.
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Basic Principles of Natural 
Health Practices

Natural health practices have gained significant popularity in recent years, as people are increas-
ingly seeking alternative methods to improve their overall well-being. These practices focus on 
utilizing natural remedies and techniques to promote physical, mental, and emotional health. By 
understanding the basic principles of natural health practices, individuals can make informed deci-
sions about their own health and well-being [1].

Five principles of natural health practices are the recognition of the interconnectedness of the 
mind, body, and spirit, the importance of proactive measures to prevent illness and maintain optimal 
health, prioritizing the use of natural remedies and therapies, the belief in the body’s innate ability 
to heal itself, and lastly, the individualized approach to health [1]. These are further explained below.

Holistic Perspective: Natural health approaches seek to understand the person not only as the 
sum-total of a disease or symptom, but also within their broader social and environmental context. 
The holistic view acknowledges the impact of diet, lifestyle, stress levels, and social factors on 
health [2].

Preventive Approach: Natural health sciences promote measures to prevent the occurrence of 
diseases and protect one’s overall health. This approach includes a balanced diet, regular exercise, 
stress management, and healthy lifestyle choices [3].

Natural Treatment Methods: Natural health practices emphasize treatment methods that are 
often found in nature. Natural treatment methods may include herbal remedies, physical therapies, 
mind-body techniques, and energy-based therapies [2].

Healing Power: Natural health attaches great importance to the body’s ability to heal and balance 
itself. This principle involves the belief that the body can heal on its own when the right support and 
conditions are provided [4].

Education and Self-Empowerment: Natural health practices encourage individuals to play an 
informed and active role in their own health status. This principle is achieved through increasing 
health awareness and adopting healthy lifestyle choices [5].

2.1  HOLISTIC APPROACH

The holistic approach emphasizes a focus on the person and the integration of their body, mind, and 
spirit in health care. This approach involves evaluating the person not only as a biological system, 
but also as a whole that interacts with psychological, social, and environmental factors [2].

Central to holistic medicine is the belief that there is constant interaction and adaptation between 
the biological, psychological, social, and environmental dimensions of the human being. Illness 
occurs when there is an imbalance in any or more of these four dimensions. Therefore, treatment 
should be directed at the root of these imbalances rather than focusing solely on symptom relief [1].

For example, if a person is experiencing constant headaches, a holistic approach can assess that 
person’s diet, sleep habits, stress levels, and even potential problems in their personal and profes-
sional life, rather than just giving them painkillers. This type of evaluation allows the treatment to 
be more effective and individually personalized [6].

The holistic approach also encourages the person to take an active role in their own state of 
health. Patients need to be informed about their own health and empowered to improve their health 
by making informed decisions in lifestyle choices. This self-management and self-empowerment 
helps individuals gain more control over their own health outcomes [5].

2
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2.2  THE BODY’S ABILITY TO HEAL ITSELF

The body’s ability to heal itself is one of the basic principles of natural health practices. This prin-
ciple is based on the belief that the body can repair and heal itself when given the right conditions 
and support [4].

The ability to heal oneself is a mechanism that the body naturally possesses that aims to return 
to a state of equilibrium, often called homeostasis. As a simple example, consider our body’s 
ability to heal a cut or wound. In this case, the body immediately initiates a series of biological 
responses to repair the damage and restore wholeness [7].

The same principle applies to the body’s ability to cope with more complex situations. For example, in 
a stressful situation, the body increases the levels of adrenaline and cortisol, which are stress hormones. 
This increases our ability to react to a dangerous situation (fight or flight response). However, when the 
stress factor is removed, the body lowers the levels of these hormones and returns to homeostasis [8].

These examples illustrate the power of the body’s ability to self-regulate and heal that it naturally 
possesses. However, in some cases, these mechanisms may be insufficient or may not be enabled. 
At this point, natural health practices come into play and aim to create conditions that support the 
body’s ability to heal itself. This may include factors such as a balanced diet, adequate sleep, stress 
management, regular exercise, and natural therapies [9].

2.3  PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF DISEASE

Prevention and treatment of diseases is one of the main goals of modern medicine. However, the 
importance of traditional medicine practices and natural health sciences is increasing in the studies 
carried out in this field. Because both approaches have a significant impact on the prevention and 
treatment of diseases [10].

Disease prevention is a process that often promotes healthy lifestyle practices. These include 
factors such as a balanced diet, regular physical activity, sleep patterns, stress management, and the 
avoidance of exposure to toxins. These practices strengthen the body’s natural defense mechanisms 
and can prevent the development of chronic diseases [11].

In the treatment process, in addition to traditional medicine practices, natural therapies also 
play an important role. For example, natural health practices such as herbal remedies, acupuncture, 
massage therapy, meditation, and yoga can alleviate patients’ symptoms and improve their quality 
of life [12].

Natural health sciences take an approach that supports the body’s capacity to heal itself in the pre-
vention and treatment of disease. In addition, it advocates addressing not only the symptoms of dis-
eases, but also the underlying causes. This helps to treat and prevent the disease more effectively [1].
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Sub-Disciplines of Natural 
Health Sciences

Natural health sciences is a broad field that encompasses many sub-disciplines. These disciplines 
have emerged from the combination of traditional and modern sciences and have contributed to the 
development of various natural health practices and treatments. The main sub-disciplines of natural 
health sciences are as follows:

1.	Phytotherapy: This is a branch of science that examines the effects of plants and plant com-
ponents on health. Modern phytotherapy promotes the safe and effective use of medicinal 
plants and plant-based products [1].

2.	Nutritional Sciences: This is a field that studies the impact of nutrition on health. This 
discipline explores how foods and diets can be used in the prevention and treatment of 
diseases [2].

3.	Naturopathy: This is a natural and holistic form of medicine that aims to support the 
body’s ability to heal itself. Naturopathy aims to achieve balance between body, mind, and 
spirit and to treat the causes of the disease, not just its symptoms [3].

4.	Acupuncture: This is a practice that was part of ancient Chinese medicine and involves 
treating health problems by inserting thin needles into specific points on the body. 
Acupuncture can be effective in pain management and treatment of many chronic condi-
tions [4].

5.	Mind–Body Therapies: This includes a range of therapies that recognize that the mind has 
a significant impact on the health of the body. Techniques such as meditation, yoga, tai chi, 
and biofeedback fall into this category [5].

3.1  HERBAL TREATMENT (PHYTOTHERAPY)

Phytotherapy is also commonly known as “herbal therapy” or “treatment with plants.” This field 
studies the use of plants for health protection and the treatment of diseases. Mankind may be as old 
as the history of the use of plants for this purpose, but modern phytotherapy uses and expands this 
ancient knowledge with scientific methods [6].

In this section, we will discuss the basic principles and historical origins of phytotherapy, an 
overview of medicinal plants, practical applications, important scientific research on phytotherapy, 
and safety issues and side effects related to phytotherapy. You will find that phytotherapy is an 
important natural health science discipline and a field that is expected to play an ongoing greater 
role in modern medicine.

3.1.1  History and Basic Principles of Phytotherapy

For most of its existence, humanity has used nature as both a source of inspiration and a source of 
health. Our relationship with plants has been shaped over millions of years of evolution and has 
played an important role in our survival. In this regard, phytotherapy is one of the oldest and most 
common forms of enjoying the health benefits of plants [6].

Phytotherapy is derived from the Latin words “phyto” (plant) and the Greek words “therapia” 
(treatment). In a broad sense, it refers to the use of plants and herbal ingredients to prevent and treat 
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health problems. But phytotherapy involves much more than the random or traditional use of plants. 
Modern phytotherapy applies scientific methods to determine the efficacy, safety, and uses of herbal 
ingredients [7].

The historical origins of phytotherapy date back to the Stone Age. At that time, people 
depended on both the nutritional and medicinal values of plants for survival. In later periods, 
many civilizations, such as the civilizations of Ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome, Islam, and China, 
further developed and documented the use of medicinal plants. This historical body of knowledge 
formed the basis of today’s modern medicine [8].

Modern phytotherapy combines this ancient knowledge and traditional plant use with scientific 
research. Clinical studies and laboratory tests are used to test the efficacy and safety of plants. This 
approach is an important part of scientific evidence-based medicine and has helped phytotherapy 
gain wider acceptance in the medical field [9].

3.1.1.1  Historical Development of Phytotherapy
The development of phytotherapy dates back thousands of years, along with the history of man-
kind. Since prehistoric times, plants have been used for both nutritional and therapeutic purposes. 
Archaeological evidence suggests that herbal remedies were used as far back as the Neolithic period 
and even earlier [6].

In ancient times, various civilizations documented the use of different herbal remedies. In Egypt, 
the Ebers papyrus is one of the oldest medical texts documenting the use of herbal remedies, dat-
ing back to 1550 BC. In ancient Greece and Rome, medical authorities such as Hippocrates and 
Dioscorides wrote detailed works on the medicinal use of plants [10].

During the Middle Ages, herbal medicine formed the basis of medical practices in Europe, 
the Middle East, China, and India, that is, both in the west and in the east. Avicenna’s “Canon of 
Medicine” and “Shen-nong’s Herbal Classics” are important medical texts of this period [11, 12].

In the modern era and by the 19th century, thanks to the development of chemistry and phar-
macology, herbal medicines became the center of scientific pharmaceutical research. During this 
period, the active ingredients that formed the basis of many modern medicines were isolated from 
plants [13, 14].

In the 20th century, the rise of chemical and synthetic drugs caused phytotherapy to be over-
shadowed for a while. However, in recent years, the importance of phytotherapy has increased 
again due to the growing demand for a more natural and holistic approach to health [15].

Today, phytotherapy is accepted as a part of modern medicine, and scientific research confirms 
that phytotherapy is a safe and effective treatment method [1].

3.1.1.2  Basic Principles of Phytotherapy
Here are some key elements related to the basic principles of phytotherapy, which are generally 
based on a natural and holistic approach to health:

1.	Benefiting from Nature: Phytotherapy uses the solutions offered by nature in the protection 
of health and the treatment of diseases. Plants, minerals, and vitamins make up the basic 
components of natural remedies. These ingredients are often used in their natural form and 
contain active ingredients that are considered effective [7].

2.	Holistic Approach: Phytotherapy does not see the disease or symptom as an isolated condi-
tion. Instead, it recognizes that diseases and health conditions are closely related to overall 
lifestyle, nutrition, and environmental factors. Therefore, overall health status and lifestyle 
changes play an important role in treatment [7].

3.	Preventive Medicine: Phytotherapy focuses on the prevention of disease rather than just 
treating the symptoms. This often involves diet, lifestyle changes, and the use of herbs that 
protect and improve overall health [16].
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4.	Scientific Evidence-Based Practices: Modern phytotherapy uses scientific research to 
determine the efficacy and safety of plants. This may include clinical trials, epidemiologi-
cal studies, and laboratory tests. Scientific evidence helps support the effectiveness and 
safety of herbal remedies and treatments [1].

3.1.2  Medicinal Plants and Their Uses

Medicinal plants are natural resources used to support health and for the prevention and treatment 
of various diseases. Plants have been the basis of health care in human history, and many of the 
modern medicines are still based on ingredients derived from plant sources. But the effects and safe 
use of plants require extensive knowledge and understanding.

In different cultures across the globe, the use of various forms of herbal remedies has been going 
on for thousands of years. This practice has been intertwined with many areas of modern medicine 
and, in some cases, has led to the development of modern medicines. For example, aspirin is a drug 
originally based on salicillin extracted from willow trees [17].

The use of medicinal plants can be a beneficial and cost-effective treatment in many cases. 
However, the levels of efficacy and safety are often related to the quality, proper use, and dosage of 
the herbal product. Therefore, it is very important to consult with a healthcare professional before 
starting any herbal treatment.

3.1.2.1  Examples of Medicinal Plants and Their Uses
To understand the health benefits of herbal remedies, it may be helpful to look at various medicinal 
plants and their potential uses. Medicinal plants have been used for the prevention and treatment 
of various diseases for many years. Some examples of various medicinal plants and their uses are 
given below:

1.	Aloe Vera (Aloe barbadensis): Used for burns, cuts, and other skin problems. It is also used 
to relieve stomach upsets [18].

2.	Ginger (Zingiber officinal): Used to prevent nausea and vomiting. It is also thought to have 
anti-inflammatory properties and is therefore also used to treat arthritis [19].

3.	Lavender (Lavandula): Used for relaxation and stress relief. It may also help treat insomnia [20].
4.	St. John’s Wort (Hypericum triquetrifolium): An herb thought to be effective in treating 

mild to moderate depression. However, it should be used with caution as it may interact 
with other drugs [21].

5.	Thyme (Thymus vulgaris): Used especially for respiratory problems and digestive issues. It 
is believed to have antibacterial and antifungal properties [22].

Please note that although these herbs are used for a variety of health issues, it is important to 
consult with a healthcare professional before starting any herbal treatment.

3.1.2.2  Plants and Their Contribution to Modern Medicines
Some examples of how plants have contributed to the development of modern medicines are listed 
below. These examples illustrate the importance of the use of plants in modern medicine and how 
herbal medicines contribute to the process of drug development. However, a rigorous review based 
on scientific research is always required for the effectiveness and safety of herbal remedies in spe-
cific patient cases.

1.	Black Cumin (Nigella sativa): Black cumin, derived from Nigella sativa seeds, is used in 
research on modern cancer drugs due to its anti-inflammatory and anticancer properties [23].

2.	Elderberry (Sambucus nigra): The antioxidant and antiviral properties of elderberry have 
been instrumental in the development of modern flu and cold remedies [24].
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3.	Ergot Fungus (Claviceps purpurea): Ergot alkaloids are products of the fungus Claviceps 
purpurea and have formed the basis of modern medicines used to treat migraines and other 
vascular headaches [25].

4.	Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare): The antispasmodic effect of fennel has contributed to the 
development of modern abdominal pain remedies [26].

5.	Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba): Ginkgo has been instrumental in the development of modern 
medicines used to treat neurological disorders [27].

6.	Henbane (Hyoscyamus niger): Henbane is the main ingredient of drugs used in modern 
parkinsonian treatments due to its anticholinergic effect [28]. It is also used to treat stom-
ach complaints, toothaches, ulcers, and tumors [27].

7.	Lady’s Glove (Digitalis purpurea): The lady’s glove plant, also referred to as foxglove, is 
the main source of digitalis, which is used in the treatment of congestive heart failure. It 
has contributed to the development of cardiovascular medicines [27].

8.	Opium Poppy (Papaver somniferum): The opium poppy plant is the main component of 
opiate analgesics such as morphine and codeine. It has played an important role in the 
development of pain medications [14].

9.	Willow Tree (Salix alba): The main component of aspirin, salicillin, is derived from wil-
low wood and has formed the basis of modern painkillers [14].

3.1.3  Phytotherapy Applications and Research

This section covers phytotherapy applications including herbal teas and infusions, herbal extracts, 
herbal ointments and creams, herbal steam inhalations, and aromatherapy. This section also covers 
phytotherapy research including clinical studies, investigation of bioactive components, plant–drug 
interactions, and the standardization of plant products.

3.1.3.1  Phytotherapy Applications
Phytotherapy is a multifaceted field that deals with the use of herbal remedies in the prevention and 
treatment of health problems. Traditionally, herbal treatment has meant the use of various herbs and 
plant extracts with a natural and complementary approach.

Phytotherapy applications can take place in a wide range of different forms and for different 
purposes. Furthermore, scientific research on phytotherapy has an important role to play in under-
standing the efficacy, safety, and possible side effects of plants.

3.1.3.1.1  Herbal Teas and Infusions
Herbal teas and infusions prepared by brewing dried plant materials with boiling water are a com-
mon phytotherapy practice. This method allows plants to be effective by passing their active ingre-
dients into the water [29].

Below are 20 examples from scientific research on herbal teas. These examples are based on 
scientific research on the different health benefits of herbal teas. For more information, please refer 
to the relevant research in the cited references.

1.	Chamomile Tea and Sleep Quality: Chamomile tea has been observed to improve sleep 
quality and reduce anxiety levels [30].

2.	Echinacea Tea and the Common Cold: Echinacea tea has been observed to reduce cold 
symptoms [31].

3.	Elderberry Tea and Viral Infections: Elderberry tea has been found to have a therapeutic 
effect on viral infections [29].

4.	Fennel Tea and Digestion: Fennel tea has been found to have positive effects on the diges-
tive system [32].
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5.	Ginger Tea and Nausea: Ginger tea has been found to reduce nausea during pregnancy and 
after chemotherapy [33, 34].

6.	Ginkgo Tea and Memory: Ginkgo tea has been found to improve memory and cognitive 
function [35].

7.	Ginseng Tea and Energy: Ginseng tea has been found to increase energy levels and reduce 
fatigue [36].

8.	Green Tea and Metabolism: Green tea has been found to be effective in weight loss by 
accelerating metabolism [37].

9.	Hibiscus Tea and Blood Pressure: Hibiscus tea has been found to be effective in lowering 
high blood pressure [38].

10.	Lavender Tea and Insomnia: Lavender tea has been found to improve sleep quality and 
alleviate insomnia [39].

11.	Lemon Blossom Tea and Stress Reduction: Lemon blossom tea has been found to be effec-
tive in reducing stress levels [40].

12.	Linden Tea and Sore Throat: Linden tea has been found to have a relieving effect on sore 
throats [39].

13.	Marigold Tea and Anti-inflammation: Marigold tea has been observed to possess anti-
inflammatory and antioxidant properties [41].

14.	Mint Tea and Digestion: Mint tea has been observed to have a relaxing effect on the diges-
tive system [39].

15.	Rosehip Tea and the Immune System: Rosehip tea has been found to have an immune 
system-strengthening effect [42].

16.	Rosemary Tea and Memory: Rosemary tea has been observed to increase memory and 
learning ability [39].

17.	Sage and Concentration: Sage has been observed to increase cognitive function and con-
centration [39].

18.	Sage and Diabetes: Sage has been found to be effective in lowering blood sugar levels [43].
19.	Thyme Tea and Antimicrobial Effect: Thyme tea has been observed to have an inhibitory 

effect on microorganisms [44].
20.	White Tea and Antioxidant Effect: White tea has been found to have a high antioxidant 

capacity [45].

3.1.3.1.2  Herbal Extracts
Herbal extracts are condensed compounds obtained by extracting plant materials with specific sol-
vents. These extracts can be used as supplements in capsule, tablet, or liquid form [46].

Below are 15 examples of herbal extracts. These examples are based on scientific research into 
the various health benefits of herbal extracts. For more information, please refer to the relevant 
research in the cited references.

1.	Blueberry Extract: Blueberry extract is commonly used to support eye health [47].
2.	Dandelion Extract: Dandelion extract is used to maintain liver health [48].
3.	Echinacea Extract: Echinacea extract is widely used in the treatment of colds and upper 

respiratory tract infections [49].
4.	Garlic Extract: Garlic extract is used to protect cardiovascular health [50].
5.	Ginger Extract: Ginger extract is used in the treatment of rheumatic ailments [27].
6.	Ginkgo Biloba Extract: Ginkgo biloba extract is commonly used to support brain function 

and memory [46].
7.	Ginseng Extract: Ginseng root extract is used to increase energy and stamina [46].
8.	Horsetail Extract: Horsetail extract is used to reduce joint pain and treat osteoarthritis [51].
9.	Kudzu Extract: The effects of kudzu root extract in the treatment of alcohol dependence 

have been investigated [7].
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10.	Milk Thistle Extract: Milk thistle extract is used to support liver health [52].
11.	Rosemary Extract: The effects of rosemary extract in reducing hair loss have been inves-

tigated [7].
12.	St. John’s Wort Extract: St. John’s wort extract is used to treat mild to moderate depression 

[21].
13.	Spearmint Extract: Spearmint extract is used to treat flatulence, food poisoning, fever, 

cold, flu, rheumatism, sinusitis, earaches, stings, and hiccups [53].
14.	Tangle Extract: Tangle extract is used to relieve menopausal symptoms [7].
15.	Turmeric Extract: Joint ailments can be treated using turmeric extract due to its anti-

inflammatory properties [46].

3.1.3.1.3  Herbal Ointments and Creams
Vegetable oils and extracts are used in the treatment of skin problems by combining them with oint-
ments and creams suitable for direct use on the skin [54]. Examples of herbal ointments and creams 
include:

1.	Aloe Vera Gel: The gel of the aloe vera plant is used for healing skin wounds and reducing 
skin irritations [55].

2.	Arnica Cream: Arnica cream is used to accelerate the healing of injuries and bruises 
[56].

3.	Calendula Cream: Calendula cream is used to relieve skin irritations and reduce inflam-
mation in the skin [57].

4.	Chamomile Ointment: Chamomile ointment is used to soothe skin irritations and reduce 
redness on the skin [58].

5.	Cocoa Butter Cream: Cocoa butter cream is used to maintain the skin’s moisture balance 
and relieve skin dryness [59].

6.	Coconut Oil Cream: Coconut oil cream helps prevent fungal infections on the skin. It also 
helps prevent moisture loss in the skin and strengthens the skin barrier [60].

7.	Eucalyptus Cream: Eucalyptus cream is used to reduce the symptoms of respiratory 
conditions.

8.	Lavender Ointment: Lavender ointment is effective in relieving skin irritations such as 
mild burns and insect bites [61].

9.	Propolis Cream: Propolis cream is used to accelerate wound healing and prevent skin 
infections.

10.	Rosehip Cream: Rosehip cream is used to relieve redness and irritation on the skin.
11.	Rosemary Cream: Rosemary cream is used to treat muscle aches and joint disorders.
12.	St. John’s Wort Oil Cream: St. John’s wort oil cream is used to accelerate the healing of 

burns and skin wounds.
13.	Tea Tree Cream: Tea tree cream is used with antiseptic effect in the treatment of acne and 

pimples.
14.	Turmeric Cream: Turmeric cream is used in the relief of joint inflammations and in the 

treatment of rheumatoid arthritis.

3.1.3.1.4  Herbal Vapor Inhalations
The method of using herbal vapor inhalations may be effective in treating respiratory ailments by 
combining vegetable oils with hot water vapor [62].

Below are 20 examples of herbal steam inhalations and their potential health benefits:

1.	Cardamom Vapor: Cardamom essential oils may help relieve airway obstruction and short-
ness of breath.

2.	Chamomile Vapor: Chamomile may be effective in relieving respiratory tract inflammations.
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3.	Clove Vapor: Clove essential oils are thought to have protective effects against respiratory 
inflammations.

4.	Eucalyptus Vapor: Eucalyptus essential oils are an effective option in relieving respiratory 
ailments.

5.	Fennel Vapor: Fennel essential oils can help relieve respiratory tract inflammations and 
provide an expectorant effect.

6.	Fenugreek Vapor: Fenugreek can be used to treat respiratory tract inflammations and 
coughs.

7.	Garlic Vapor: Garlic may be effective against respiratory infections thanks to its antimi-
crobial properties.

8.	Karabash Steam: Karabash herb can be used to reduce respiratory irritation and relieve 
coughs.

9.	Lavender Steam: Lavender steam inhalations may help reduce anxiety and stress.
10.	Lemon Balm Vapor: Lemon balm (Melissa officinalis) may help relieve respiratory 

ailments.
11.	Licorice Root Vapor: Licorice root may help relieve respiratory irritation [27].
12.	Mint Vapor: Essential oils from peppermint leaves may help relieve sinus congestion.
13.	Rosehip Vapor: Rosehip may be effective in relieving respiratory irritation.
14.	Rosemary Vapor: Rosemary essential oils may help relieve sinus congestion and headaches.
15.	Sage Vapor: Sage steam inhalations may help relieve throat inflammations and reduce 

coughing.
16.	Sandalwood Vapor: Sandalwood essential oils can reduce respiratory irritation and 

coughing.
17.	Tea Tree Vapor: Tea tree essential oils can be used to treat respiratory infections.
18.	Thyme Vapor: Essential oils of oregano may help treat respiratory infections.
19.	White Basil Vapor: White basil has been evaluated to have protective effects against respi-

ratory infections.
20.	White Juniper Vapor: White juniper essential oils may help relieve respiratory ailments.

These examples are taken from scientific research in which herbal steam inhalations are used to 
relieve respiratory ailments and relieve symptoms. However, before making herbal steam inhala-
tions, it is extremely important to take into account the personal state of health and choose the right 
herbs and methods.

For chronic or persistent respiratory issues, consulting a healthcare professional is strongly 
advised.

3.1.3.1.5  Aromatherapy
Aromatherapy is a form of phytotherapy that involves the treatment of sensory and emotional health 
problems through the use of essential oils derived from plants [63].

The 20 examples of plant essential oils derived from plants and used for aromatherapy are:

1.	Bergamot Essence: May help relieve anxiety and balance the mood.
2.	Chamomile Essence: May improve sleep quality and provide a calming effect.
3.	Cinnamon Essence: Used to increase mental alertness and support focus.
4.	Eucalyptus Essence: It can be used to facilitate breathing in respiratory tract disorders.
5.	Fennel Essence: Used to reduce tension with its calming and relaxing effect.
6.	Ginger Essence: May help relieve nausea and promote digestion.
7.	Holy Basil (Tulsi) Essence: May contribute to supporting digestion, relieving nausea, heal-

ing wounds, lowering blood sugar, easing inflammation, and preventing.
8.	Jasmine Essence: May help improve sleep quality and relieve. It may also help to alleviate 

symptoms of depression.
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9.	Lavender Essence: Used to reduce stress and anxiety with its relaxing and calming 
effect.

10.	Lemon Essence: May help reduce stress with its energizing and invigorating properties.
11.	Licorice Root Essence: It can be used to relieve respiratory tract disorders and reduce 

cough [27].
12.	Mint Essence: May help relieve sinus congestion and relieve headaches.
13.	Orange Essence: Can be used to reduce stress with its energizing and invigorating effect.
14.	Rose Essence: Can be used to provide spiritual balance with its soothing effect.
15.	Rosemary Essence: Used to increase mental alertness and support focus.
16.	Sandalwood Essence: Used to relieve stress and tension.
17.	Tea Tree Essence: May provide a protective effect against infections due to its antimicro-

bial properties.
18.	Thyme Essence: May help fight infections with its antimicrobial properties.
19.	Vanilla Essence: May have soothing and relaxing properties.
20.	Ylang Ylang Essence: Can be used to reduce nervous tension and stress.

These examples are taken from scientific research on the various health benefits of plant essences 
used in aromatherapy. It is therefore important and recommended to consult an aromatherapist or 
healthcare professional before using it because the effect of aromatherapy can differ depending on 
personal preferences and health status.

3.1.3.2  Phytotherapy Research
3.1.3.2.1  Clinical Trials
Controlled clinical trials are conducted for the efficacy and safety of herbal remedies. Clinical 
trials are scientific research conducted in the field of medicine and health to evaluate the effec-
tiveness and safety of new treatments, drugs, procedures, or other interventions [64].

These studies may include experiments or observations on human participants and are often 
designed in the form of randomized controlled trials (RCTs). The aim of clinical studies is to con-
tribute to the solution of health problems by using scientific methods as well as contributing to the 
development of scientifically safe and effective treatments.

Some basic types of clinical trials include:

1.	Randomized Controlled Trial (RCT): Participants are randomly divided into two groups: 
the trial group and the control group. The trial group receives treatment or intervention, 
while the control group receives placebo or standard treatment. The effectiveness of the 
treatment is then evaluated by comparing the results.

2.	Observational Studies: Participants are observed in their natural environment without 
applying the intervention. Observational studies help examine the real-life effects of 
treatments.

3.	Cohort Studies: Groups of people (cohorts) with a particular characteristic or condition are 
monitored over a long period of time, and their results are evaluated. Such studies can help 
examine the relationship of certain factors to diseases.

4.	Pre-Clinical Trial Studies: Studies on animal or cell culture with the aim of pre-testing the 
effects of a new treatment or drug on humans.

5.	Post-Clinical Trial Studies: Studies conducted to monitor the effects of a treatment after its 
release and to evaluate side effects.

Protecting the rights of participants and following ethical standards is an important part of clini-
cal trials. In addition, the correct interpretation of the results and their use in the determination of 
health policies are among the important contributions of clinical studies.
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3.1.3.2.2  Investigation of Bioactive Components
Laboratory research on the active ingredients and pharmacological effects of plants is impor-
tant for understanding the effectiveness of herbal remedies [65]. Bioactive components are 
chemical compounds found in plants, animals, or microorganisms that have biological effects. 
These components are usually substances that have nutritional value and have positive effects 
on health.

The study of bioactive components involves the process of identifying the sources of these com-
ponents, analyzing their chemical structure, assessing their biological effects, and investigating 
their potential health benefits. This study may include the following steps:

1.	 Identification of Plant Sources: Bioactive components are commonly found in plants. 
Therefore, the study of bioactive components involves identifying plant sources. 
Determining which plants contain which components is the first step in research.

2.	Extraction and Separation Processes: Extraction and separation processes are used to 
obtain bioactive components from plant materials or other sources. These processes 
aim to obtain the compounds in a purer form and make them suitable for subsequent 
analysis.

3.	Chemical Analysis: Chemical analyses of bioactive components involve the determination 
of the chemical structures of compounds. These analyses are performed by spectroscopic 
techniques, chromatographic methods, and other analytical methods.

4.	Biological Activity Tests: Various biological activity tests are performed to evaluate the 
biological effects of the obtained bioactive components. These tests help determine the 
anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, anticancer, or other health effects of the compounds.

5.	 Investigation of Health Potential: Clinical studies are conducted to evaluate the potential 
health benefits of bioactive ingredients. These studies allow for the more detailed study of 
the effects of compounds on humans.

The study of bioactive compounds is an important area of research to make new discoveries 
in the field of health and nutrition. These studies are aimed at contributing to the development of 
health support products that can be obtained from natural sources and to the prevention or treatment 
of diseases. However, it is important that such studies are carried out correctly and the results are 
accurately interpreted. Furthermore, more research needs to be done on the safety and efficacy of 
bioactive ingredients.

3.1.3.2.3  Plant–Drug Interactions
The interactions of herbal medicines with other drugs are investigated for drug safety [66]. Plant–
drug interactions happen when, without notifying their doctor, patients use herbal supplements or 
herbal products that potentially have negative interactions with the prescription or over-the-counter 
medications they are taking. Such interactions can occur as a result of the interaction of the effects 
of drugs with the active ingredients contained in plants and herbal products.

Plant–drug interactions can take several forms:

1.	Pharmacokinetic Interactions: Plant compounds can alter the concentration of drugs in the 
blood by affecting the absorption, distribution, metabolism, or excretion of drugs in the 
body. This can increase or decrease the effect of the drug.

2.	Pharmacodynamic Interactions: Plant compounds and drugs, if they act on the same target 
organ or mechanism, can interact with each other and cause unwanted side effects when 
used together.

3.	 Increased Toxicity: Some plant compounds and drugs can accumulate in the body and 
cause an increase in toxicity levels when used together.
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For example, the consumption of licorice root (Glycyrrhiza glabra) can reduce the effect of 
diuretic drugs, causing blood pressure to rise. St. John’s wort (Hypericum perforatum) herbal 
supplements may reduce or enhance the effect of certain antidepressant medications used to treat 
depression. Likewise, consumption of Ginkgo biloba along with blood-thinning medications (e.g., 
warfarin) may increase the risk of bleeding [27].

The following steps can be taken to avoid plant–drug interactions:

•	 Patients are advised to always consult their doctor or pharmacist before they start using 
herbal supplements or herbal products.

•	 Patients are advised to read the labels of herbal supplements or herbal products and research 
the active ingredients they contain and possible interactions.

•	 Patients are advised to take their prescribed medications regularly and talk to a doctor 
before making dose changes.

•	 If patients are taking a combination of medications prescribed by more than one doctor or 
healthcare professional, this is advised to be reported to all relevant doctors and healthcare 
professionals.

•	 If any adverse effects or side effects are noticed, the healthcare provider should be con-
tacted without wasting any time.

Plant–drug interactions are important, and it should be noted that such interactions can happen. 
Providing your healthcare provider with the right information will help ensure that your treatment 
process is carried out effectively and safely.

3.1.3.2.4  Standardization of Plant Products
Standardization studies are carried out to ensure the quality and reliability of herbal products. 
Standardization of plant products is the process that involves the regulation and standardization of 
the bioactive components contained in plants and plant products by scientific methods for quality 
control and determination of their effectiveness. This process is carried out with the aim of ensuring 
the safety and quality of herbal products, improving the effectiveness of use, and setting standards 
for the medical and pharmaceutical use of herbal products [67].

Standardization of vegetable products includes the following steps:

1.	Determination of Plant Material: The plant material used for the standardization of plant 
products should be determined in advance. It is important to use the right plant species and 
the right plant part (e.g., root, leaf, flower).

2.	 Identification of Active Ingredients: It is important to identify the active ingredients that 
contribute to the effectiveness of herbal products. These components are chemicals of 
plant origin and help determine the quality and effectiveness of plant products.

3.	Application of Analytical Methods: Appropriate analytical methods are used to analyze 
the active ingredients in herbal products. These methods may include spectroscopic tech-
niques, chromatographic methods, and other analytical methods.

4.	Determination of Quality Control and Standardization: Standards and quality control pro-
cedures are determined to ensure the quality of herbal products. This is done to keep the 
bioactive ingredient content of plant products and other quality parameters under control.

5.	Bioactivity Tests: Bioactivity tests are performed to determine the effectiveness of herbal 
products. These tests help assess the impact of herbal products against particularly tar-
geted health problems.

The standardization of herbal products includes several types of products, such as herbal 
remedies, herbal supplements, and cosmetic products. The use of standardized herbal products 
increases the reliability of the products and helps them achieve more consistent results for users. 
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In addition, by setting standards for the medical use of herbal products in the health sector, it 
contributes to the safe and effective execution of treatment processes. Therefore, the standardiza-
tion of plant products helps to gain wider acceptance and increased use of plant-based products.

3.1.4  Safety and Side Effects of Phytotherapy

Although phytotherapy is a field that includes herbal treatment methods commonly used in natural 
health sciences, the safety of the plants and herbal products used is an important issue. Herbal treat-
ments are generally natural and carry a low risk of side effects. However, certain plant components 
and herbal products can have side effects and interactions. Therefore, herbal treatment should be 
carefully evaluated before being applied, and a healthcare professional should be consulted.

In this section, examples based on scientific studies on phytotherapy applications and research 
are given. These studies provide a scientific basis for the efficacy and safety of herbal remedies and 
show how phytotherapy is gaining value in the field of modern medicine. For more information, 
please refer to the relevant research in the cited references.

3.1.4.1  Safety of Phytotherapy
3.1.4.1.1  Choosing the Right Herb and Dosage
It is important to choose the right herb and dosage in phytotherapy applications. Different plants 
can have different mechanisms of action. The use of the wrong herb or dosage can therefore lead to 
undesirable consequences.

3.1.4.1.1.1  Pharmacology and Efficacy Evaluation of Herbal Products
Drug interactions: Herbal products are known to interact with prescription or over-the-counter 
medications. For example, St. John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum) may reduce the effectiveness of 
certain medications [68].

Effectiveness of herbal products: Clinical studies have evaluated the therapeutic effects of herbal 
products and their effectiveness compared to other treatment methods. For example, silymarin has 
been found effective in treating liver diseases [69].

3.1.4.1.1.2  Supporting the Correct Herb and Dosage with Clinical Experience
Harmony of traditional knowledge and scientific research: The traditional uses of some plants have 
been supported by scientific research. For example, the effects of the Echinacea plant on colds and 
upper respiratory tract infections have been studied, and its effects on the immune system have been 
confirmed [70].

3.1.4.1.1.3  Toxicological Assessment and Safety
Toxicological evaluation of plant products: Research is carried out to determine the toxic effects of 
plant extracts. For example, the use of Aloe vera extracts in high doses can cause skin irritation [71].

3.1.4.1.1.4  Individual Tolerance and Conformity
Variation of effects on individuals: Research has shown that the effects of some herbal products on 
individuals may differ. For example, the effects of Ginkgo biloba on memory may vary depending 
on personal differences [72].

3.1.4.1.1.5  Quality Control of Herbal Products
Purity and efficacy of herbal products: There may be uncertainties about the safety and efficacy 
of herbal products that have not been quality controlled. Therefore, quality control of herbal prod-
ucts is important. For example, chemical analysis is carried out to determine the amounts of active 
ingredients in vegetable products [73].

The information above constitutes a summary of the scientific research on the correct choice of 
herbs and dosage in phytotherapy. In order to achieve safe and effective results in phytotherapy 
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applications, it is important to choose the right herb and dosage based on scientific research. 
Therefore, it is crucial for healthcare professionals and phytotherapists to follow the current scien-
tific literature and recommend treatments based on scientific foundations.

3.1.4.1.2  Quality Control
Quality control of plant products is important for determining the quantities and purity of active 
ingredients in plant extracts. There may be uncertainties about the safety of herbal products without 
quality control. Quality control is an important step that involves a series of analytical and chemical 
tests carried out to determine the quantity and purity of the active ingredients contained in herbal 
products used in phytotherapy.

Quality control of plant extracts and herbal products used in phytotherapy is significant in terms 
of the safety, efficacy, and clinical applicability of the product. Additionally, quality control ensures 
the quality and consistency of the product by verifying that the plant components are in the appro-
priate concentrations to achieve the desired treatment effect.

The following steps and methods can be used for quality control:

1.	Chemical Analysis: Chemical analysis of plant products is used to determine the active 
ingredients in herbal extracts. Analytical methods such as high-performance liquid chro-
matography (HPLC), gas chromatography (GC), and mass spectrometry (MS) allow the 
detection of active ingredients in plant products and their quantification to be measured.

2.	Microbiological Analysis: Microbiological analysis of plant products is performed to deter-
mine the presence of potentially dangerous microorganisms in the product. Such analyses 
are used to verify that plant products are safe from microbiological contamination such as 
bacteria, yeast, and mold.

3.	Heavy Metal and Pesticide Residue Tests: The presence of heavy metal and pesticide resi-
dues in plant products can affect the safety of the product. Therefore, analyses are carried 
out to verify that vegetable products are free from such contaminants.

4.	Herbal Product Purity and Standardization: The purity of herbal products is evaluated by 
determining the presence of unwanted substances in herbal extracts. Also, the standardiza-
tion of vegetable products guarantees that the amounts of active ingredients in vegetable 
products are at the desired level.

5.	Quality Certificates: The data obtained as a result of the quality control of herbal products 
are reported in official documents called quality certificates. These documents ensure reli-
ability and safety between manufacturers and users of herbal products.

6.	Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP): The production and quality control of plant prod-
ucts should be carried out in accordance with good manufacturing practices. GMP stan-
dards regulate industrial processes to ensure the quality, safety, and effectiveness of herbal 
products.

Quality control is of paramount importance when it comes to the safety and efficacy of herbal 
products used in phytotherapy, helping consumers and healthcare professionals achieve the best 
results from herbal treatments. Quality control contributes to the scientific and reliable application 
of natural health sciences. Therefore, quality control of herbal products used in phytotherapy is a 
scientific and ethical responsibility.

3.1.4.1.3  Proper Use
Appropriate use of herbal products shall be carried out in accordance with the label instructions. 
Recommended dosages should not be exceeded, and doctor control should be ensured with long-
term use.

Proper use is an important concept for the effective and safe use of plants and herbal products 
in phytotherapy applications. Appropriate use in phytotherapy applications based on natural 
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health sciences involves the use of herbal products and correct dosages determined in accor-
dance with the health status of patients. To ensure proper use, the following points should be 
noted:

1.	Assessment of Health Status: Before starting the application of phytotherapy, the patient’s 
health status and existing health problems should be evaluated. Phytotherapy may not be 
suitable for every health problem, and some herbal products should not be used under cer-
tain health conditions.

2.	Plant and Herbal Product Selection: After evaluating the health status, the selection of 
plants or herbal products suitable for the needs of the patient should be made. Different 
herbs can be effective for different health problems, and not every patient may be suitable 
for the same herbal product.

3.	Proper Dosage and Instructions for Use: Proper dosage and instructions for the use of 
herbal products should be followed. Dosages should not be exceeded and should be used at 
the recommended time and frequency. Improper dosage use of herbal products can cause 
unwanted side effects.

4.	Pregnancy and Lactation Period: Care should be taken before the use of herbal products 
during pregnancy and lactation. Some herbal products can be harmful during pregnancy 
and lactation and can affect the health of the mother and child.

5.	 Interactions with Medications: It should be noted that herbal products used in the prac-
tice of phytotherapy may interact with prescription or over-the-counter medications. It is 
important to consult a doctor or pharmacist before the use of herbal products together with 
medicines.

6.	Follow-up of Those with Chronic Diseases: People with chronic diseases should consult 
their doctors before applying herbal treatment. Some herbal products may affect the course 
of chronic diseases or interact with other treatments.

7.	 Individual Tolerances and Reactions: Each person’s body structure and metabolism are 
different. A plant or herbal product may not have the same effect for everyone. Individuals’ 
tolerance and reactions to herbal treatments may vary.

8.	Expert Counseling: It is important to get information and advice from a health consultant 
who is an expert in phytotherapy applications. Healthcare professionals have the appropri-
ate knowledge and experience to ensure proper use of patients and help them achieve the 
best outcomes.

Proper use is a fundamental element in phytotherapy applications to achieve the desired results 
and minimize health risks. It is therefore important for people interested in natural health sciences 
to be aware and educated about proper use.

3.1.4.2  Side Effects of Phytotherapy
Phytotherapy is the use of herbal products and plant extracts used in the field of natural health 
sciences for therapeutic purposes. Their side effects can often be less compared to traditional 
medicines because they are usually of natural origin. However, some herbal products can have 
side effects, and therefore proper use and careful follow-up of phytotherapy are also necessary. 
This section presents information based on scientific studies on the common side effects of 
phytotherapy.

The safety and side effects of phytotherapy are important issues for the smooth realization of 
herbal treatment practices. It is therefore important to consult a healthcare professional before the 
use of herbal products and to use them with caution. People with any health problem should get 
information and advice from their doctors or health experts before the use of phytotherapy.

In addition, quality control and proper use of herbal products are essential in terms of preventing 
possible side effects and protecting the health of the user. Nevertheless, the side effects of phytotherapy 
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should also be considered. Side effects of phytotherapy may vary depending on the content of the 
herbal product used, the dosage consumed, and the duration of use. Some common side effects include:

3.1.4.2.1  Allergic Reactions
According to research, some herbal products can cause allergic reactions, especially in individuals 
with allergies. For example, ginger and chamomile can cause allergic reactions in some people. 
Allergy symptoms can be itching, redness, rash, swelling, and shortness of breath. People at risk of 
allergies should consult their doctor before using potentially allergic herbal products.

3.1.4.2.2  Gastrointestinal (Intestinal) and Stomach Disorders
Some herbal products used in phytotherapy can lead to stomach upsets and gastrointestinal prob-
lems, especially in people with sensitive stomachs. Such side effects include nausea, vomiting, stom-
ach pain, and diarrhea. For example, excessive use of the aloe vera plant can lead to stomach upsets.

3.1.4.2.3  Skin Reactions
Contact with herbal ointments and creams with the skin can lead to skin irritation and allergic 
reactions in some people. Especially in people with sensitive skin, symptoms including skin red-
ness, itching, and rashes may occur after the use of herbal products. For example, some vegetable 
oils, such as rosemary oil, can cause skin irritation. For this reason, caution should be exercised, 
especially to avoid allergic skin reactions.

3.1.4.2.4  Risk of Bleeding
Some herbal products can increase the risk of bleeding by affecting the blood clotting process. 
Caution should be exercised before the use of herbal products, especially before surgical interven-
tion or in people using blood thinners. For example, overuse of St. John’s Wort can affect blood 
clotting, increasing the risk of bleeding.

3.1.4.2.5  Pregnancy and Lactation Period
During pregnancy and lactation, some herbal products can be harmful and affect the health of mother 
and child. Therefore, a doctor should be consulted before the use of herbal products during pregnancy and 
lactation. For example, some herbal products, such as juniper oil, should not be used during pregnancy.

3.1.4.2.6  Drug Interactions
Herbal products may interact with prescription or over-the-counter medications. Some herbal prod-
ucts may reduce or increase the effectiveness of the medications taken. Therefore, it is important 
to consult a doctor or pharmacist before combining herbal products together with medicines. For 
example, licorice (glycyrrhizin) may reduce the effectiveness of some medications.

Especially people with chronic diseases or those who regularly use medication should consult 
their doctors before applying herbal treatment. Also, the right choice of herbs and dosage and proper 
use can help minimize side effects. Following proper instructions for use and seeking information 
and advice from healthcare professionals plays an important role in reducing the side effects of 
phytotherapy.

In summary, side effects of herbal products used in phytotherapy can be found, and therefore 
correct and careful use is important. People with any health problems should definitely get informa-
tion and advice from their doctors or health experts before the use of phytotherapy.

3.2  HOMEOPATHY

Homeopathy is a system of alternative medicine that uses natural ingredients for the treatment of 
diseases. It was developed by Samuel Hahnemann in the 18th century. Homeopathy is based on the 
idea of treating diseases with substances that cause symptoms similar to those of their symptoms.
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3.2.1  What Is Homeopathy?

This chapter covers the history of homeopathy, the ideas of Samuel Hahnemann, and theories of 
how homeopathy works. It also details the unique principles of homeopathy, the law of the like, the 
minimum dose, the only solution, and the whole person.

Homeopathy was developed as a system of alternative medicine by German physician Samuel 
Hahnemann in the 18th century. Hahnemann defined the idea of treating a disease with a substance 
that has symptoms similar to its symptoms as the law of “similar to similar cures.” This idea forms 
the basis of homeopathy.

Homeopathic remedies are prepared by frequently shaking and diluting a substance in water or 
alcohol. This process is called “potentization,” and homeopaths claim that this process increases the 
“energy” of medications and reduces their potential harmful side effects [74]. Because of this extreme 
dilution, most homeopathic products may not have any molecules of the initial active ingredient.

Homeopathy, however, has generally been critically evaluated by the scientific community. 
Modern science takes a skeptical stance on the biological effectiveness of homeopathic rem-
edies. The biggest reason for the aforementioned criticism is that most homeopathic remedies are 
diluted to levels that do not contain any molecules of the active substance, which is contrary to 
Avogadro’s law.

Avogadro’s law states that the number of molecules in a given volume is constant [75]. This 
means that after a certain point (potency of 12C, where Avogadro’s number is about 6.02 × 1023 
molecules/mol), a solution will not contain any molecules of the original substance. Moreover, 
meta-analyses of many large, controlled, and randomized trials, such as the Cochrane Library, have 
not shown that homeopathic treatments are more effective than placebo treatment [76].

As a result, homeopathy adopts the method of treatment with substances that have symptoms 
similar to their symptoms and excessively dilutes these substances. However, the current scientific 
evidence has not reached a definitive conclusion about the effectiveness and mechanism of homeo-
pathic treatments. Individuals evaluating any treatment option are advised to make a decision in 
light of the scientific evidence and consultation with a healthcare professional.

3.2.2  How Does Homeopathy Work?

Homeopathic remedies are usually in a very diluted form, and this process is called “potinization.” 
This section discusses in detail the preparation and dilution process of homeopathic remedies and 
theories of how this process increases the “energy” of medicine.

The traditional understanding of how homeopathy works differs significantly from the basic 
principles accepted by modern science. Therefore, understanding homeopathy is mostly based on 
traditional principles by which homeopaths describe how this form of treatment works.

Homeopathy is founded on two basic principles:

1.	Similia Similibus Curentur (Like Cures Like): This is the most basic principle of home-
opathy. This principle implies that when conducting an experiment on a healthy person 
with a substance, the resulting set of symptoms will resemble the symptoms of the disease. 
Homeopathy uses substances that can improve these “similar” symptoms.

2.	Minimum Dose: During the preparation of homeopathic remedies, the process of constant 
dilution and shaking of the main substance is called “potency.” This process produces a 
drug that is highly diluted — not even containing molecules of the original substance. 
Homeopaths believe that this process conserves the “energy” or “essence” of the drug but 
eliminates its potential toxicity.

However, these principles are incompatible with the basic principles accepted by modern science. 
The almost complete dilution of homeopathic remedies means that the molecules that determine 
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the effect of a remedy are gone. This, in turn, raises the question of how homeopathic remedies can 
exert a therapeutic effect.

Some homeopaths suggest that water can conserve the “energy” or “knowledge” of medicine, 
but this theory has not been scientifically proven. Also, most homeopathic remedies are diluted 
so much that no molecules of the original substance remain, and this is contrary to Avogadro’s 
law.

Scientific explanations and understandings of how homeopathy works remain inadequate, and 
examples of how homeopathy is used in practice can help illuminate the basic principles of this 
form of treatment. However, none of these examples definitively prove the working mechanism of 
homeopathy. The following are examples of how homeopathy is used:

1.	Allium cepa (onion) and hay fever: The symptoms experienced when chopping the onion 
(burning and watering in the eyes, discharge from the nose) are similar to the symptoms 
of hay fever. Therefore, according to homeopathy, Allium cepa (onion) extract is used to 
treat the symptoms of hay fever. However, the scientific evidence for homeopathy does not 
support these claims [77].

2.	Coffea cruda (raw coffee) and insomnia: Drinking coffee is often associated with a state 
of wakefulness. However, according to the homeopathy “similar to similar cures” prin-
ciple, overly diluted raw coffee extract (Coffea cruda) is used to treat insomnia. However, 
there is a lack of conclusive scientific evidence on the effectiveness of this treatment 
strategy [78].

As always, these and similar examples only illustrate the principles of the practice of home-
opathy, not prove the effectiveness or safety of homeopathy treatments. The scientific evidence on 
homeopathy is often mixed, and it’s highly recommended to check with a healthcare professional 
before trying any homeopathic treatment.

As a result, an understanding of how homeopathy works depends largely on the perspective of 
those who support this form of treatment and the interpretation of the scientific evidence for home-
opathy. In any case, when making a decision to treat a health issue, it is important for individuals to 
make an informed decision and consult with a healthcare professional.

3.2.3  Use of Homeopathic Remedies

The use of homeopathic remedies depends on the patient’s symptoms, general health, age, and a 
number of other factors. Medicines are usually available in the form of tablets, liquid drops, gels, 
creams, or lotions [79].

Homeopathic treatment usually requires a personalized approach. This means determining a 
specific treatment plan based on the patient’s symptoms, emotional state, and overall health. This 
approach is based on the idea that each patient is unique and requires different treatment.

The use of a homeopathic remedy usually involves the following steps:

1.	Consultation: Before starting treatment, the homeopath will usually assess the patient’s 
general state of health, symptoms, lifestyle, and emotional state.

2.	Drug Selection: Based on the patient’s condition and symptoms, the homeopath will choose 
the most suitable homeopathic remedy.

3.	Dosage: Homeopathic remedies are usually extremely diluted and are usually given to the 
patient once, but in some cases, the medicine may need to be taken more often.

4.	Follow-up: The patient’s condition should be monitored regularly after the administra-
tion of the drug. If symptoms improve, treatment is usually stopped. If symptoms per-
sist or worsen, the homeopath will usually review the treatment plan and adjust it if 
necessary.
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3.3  NATUROPATHY

Naturopathy is a healthcare system that emphasizes natural and holistic approaches. Naturopathic 
doctors use a variety of therapies and techniques to treat their patients, often aimed at improving 
natural health and preventing disease.

3.3.1  Principles

Naturopathy is founded on several basic principles including “the healing power of nature,” “do-no-
harm-first,” “treat the cause of the disease,” “treat the whole person,” and “prevention is better than 
cure.” These are explained as follows.

3.3.1.1  The Healing Power of Nature (Vis Medicatrix Naturae)
Naturopathic doctors work to promote and support the body’s natural healing ability. This is 
usually accomplished through the promotion of a healthy lifestyle and diet. “Vis Medicatrix 
Naturae,” a Latin term, means “Healing Power of Nature” and is one of the basic principles 
of naturopathy. This principle focuses on the body’s ability to self-heal and return to a natural 
balance.

Thanks to this principle, naturopathic doctors use a variety of methods to support their patients’ 
bodies’ ability to heal themselves and to naturally stimulate healing processes. This often involves 
making personalized recommendations to improve the patient’s lifestyle, nutrition, and overall 
health practices.

For example, a naturopath may recommend changes in nutrition and sleep patterns to boost 
a patient’s immune system or recommend meditation or other relaxation techniques to overcome 
chronic stress and improve overall health.

However, the effectiveness of this approach is still controversial, and scientific evidence of natu-
ropathic practices is lacking. Therefore, it is important to consult a healthcare professional before 
trying any treatment.

3.3.1.2  Do No Harm First (Primum Non Nocere)
Naturopaths prefer non-invasive and non-toxic therapies to minimize harm to their patients. 
“Primum Non Nocere,” which means “Do No Harm First,” is one of the basic principles of both 
naturopathy and general medicine. This principle emphasizes that the safety and well-being of the 
patient should always be a priority when applying a treatment or intervention.

Naturopathic practitioners apply this principle by preferring non-invasive and non-toxic therapies. 
This usually involves the use of milder treatments, such as diet and lifestyle changes, herbal rem-
edies, and other natural remedies, rather than surgical intervention or pharmaceutical medications.

However, although the idea of “Do No Harm First” is a fundamental part of medical ethics, 
the important thing is always to carefully evaluate the risks and benefits and determine the most 
appropriate treatment approach for each individual patient. Also, just because a treatment method 
is “natural” does not automatically mean that it is “safe” or “harmless.” Therefore, it is extremely 
important to consult a healthcare professional before trying any treatment.

3.3.1.3  Treat the Cause of the Disease (Tolle Causam)
The naturopathic approach aims to find and treat the root cause of the disease rather than relieving 
symptoms. The principle of “Tolle Causam” or “Treat the Cause” is a central concept in naturopa-
thy, as in many different medical approaches. This principle emphasizes finding and treating the 
underlying cause of the disease rather than managing the symptoms.

The “Treat the Cause” approach, within the framework of a broader biopsychosocial model, 
recognizes that the general lifestyle of the individual and environmental factors play an important 
role in the development of the disease. Its use can be observed in various areas. For example, in the 
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treatment of depression, treatments such as therapy and lifestyle changes are applied, in addition to 
the use of antidepressant medications. This approach aims to address the root cause of illnesses, for 
example, stress or trauma [80].

In the treatment of diabetes, lifestyle changes such as diet and exercise appear to play an impor-
tant role in medication as well as treatment to address the underlying causes of the disease, includ-
ing obesity and inactivity [81]. Additionally, in the treatment of osteoarthritis, alongside painkillers, 
both physical therapy and lifestyle changes like weight loss and exercise target treatment to address 
the underlying causes of the disease [82].

However, the general acceptance of this principle does not make any inferences about the effi-
cacy or safety of naturopathic treatments. The efficacy and safety of naturopathic treatments should 
be evaluated separately, and it is important to speak with a healthcare professional before attempt-
ing any treatment.

3.3.1.4  Treat the Whole Person (Tolle Totum)
Naturopathy considers patients as individual wholes and therefore not only treats physical symp-
toms, but also considers emotional, mental, and environmental factors. From Latin, “Tolle Totum” 
means “Treat the Whole” and this is one of the principles of naturopathy. This principle emphasizes 
seeing a person not as isolated symptoms or diseases, but as a combination of all body systems, 
psychological and social state.

Naturopathic doctors apply this principle using a holistic approach that comprehensively 
assesses their patients’ lifestyles, diets, environmental factors, and emotional states. The goal of 
this approach is to understand how all these factors combine and affect an individual’s overall 
health. For example, when evaluating a patient with chronic pain, a naturopath may consider the 
physical causes of that pain, as well as factors such as the patient’s stress levels, sleep patterns, diet, 
and physical activity levels.

Scientifically, this “holistic” approach has found support in a number of different areas. For 
example, the biopsychosocial model emphasizes that the disease is caused by a combination of 
biological, psychological, and social factors, and therefore all of these factors must be taken into 
account in the treatment process [83].

However, the effectiveness of this approach often depends on specific applications and treat-
ments, and therefore each treatment must be evaluated individually. It’s important to consult a 
healthcare professional before trying any treatment.

3.3.1.5  Prevention Is Better than Cure (Preventare)
Naturopathy attaches great importance to the prevention of diseases and guides its patients to adopt 
healthy lifestyles and strategies to prevent diseases. “Preventare,” or Prevention is Better Than 
Cure, is a principle unique to naturopathy. It means that focusing on preventing diseases is more 
effective and less damaging than trying to treat them. This emphasizes preventive health practices 
such as healthy lifestyles, proper nutrition, and regular exercise.

Scientifically, this principle has found support in a number of areas. It has been widely rec-
ognized that healthy lifestyles, proper nutrition, and regular exercise are important in preventing 
various chronic diseases. For example, ceasing smoking, proper nutrition, and regular exercise are 
important factors in preventing heart disease, diabetes, and some types of cancer [84]. Furthermore, 
regular exercise and a healthy diet can help prevent conditions such as obesity, hypertension, and 
type 2 diabetes [85].

The effectiveness of these preventive health strategies often depends on the individual and their 
specific situation. Each strategy should be evaluated individually. It’s important to speak with a 
healthcare professional before adopting any preventive health strategy.

Naturopathic treatments can include herbal remedies, acupuncture, hydrotherapy, physical 
manipulations, diet and lifestyle advice, and more. However, the scientific evidence for naturopathy 
is varied. Although there are studies on the ability of certain naturopathic therapies (e.g., some 
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herbal remedies) to treat certain conditions or relieve symptoms, more research is needed on the 
overall efficacy and safety of naturopathy practices [86].

In any case, it’s important to speak with a healthcare professional before trying naturopathic 
treatment.

3.3.2  Examples of Naturopathy Practices

Because of the variety of naturopathy practices, direct examples often include specific treat-
ment strategies or approaches. Below are 30 examples that reflect the wide range of naturopathy 
practices:

1.	Acupuncture: Many naturopaths use acupuncture to balance the flow of energy and relieve 
pain.

2.	Physical manipulations: The use of osteopathy or chiropractic techniques to treat muscu-
loskeletal problems.

3.	Herbal remedies: Such as the relaxing effects of chamomile tea.
4.	Homeopathy: The use of ultra-diluted substances.
5.	Aromatherapy: The use of essential oils.
6.	Nutritional counseling: Promoting a healthy diet and helping patients change their eating 

habits.
7.	Stress management techniques: Such as meditation, yoga, and breathing exercises.
8.	Hydrotherapy: Such as treatment with water, heated pools, and hot and cold compresses.
9.	Detoxification: Diets or cleanses that promote the elimination of toxins from the body.

10.	Probiotics: To support gut health.
11.	Reiki: Energy healing therapy.
12.	Exercise prescription: Personalized exercise programs.
13.	Massage therapy: The use of various massage techniques.
14.	Biocompatibility test: Some naturopaths may use this test to identify food intolerances or 

allergies.
15.	Neurofeedback: Regulation of brain waves.
16.	Ayurveda: Indian healthcare system.
17.	Food supplements: Vitamins, minerals, and other food supplements.
18.	Stone treatment: The use of minerals and crystals for energy healing purposes.
19.	Psychological counseling: Focus on emotional health.
20.	 Iridology: Trying to identify health problems by looking at the iris of the eye.
21.	Reflexology: Applying pressure to the reflex points of the feet, hands, and ears.
22.	Shiatsu: Japanese massage technique.
23.	Kinesiology: Improving the movement and function of muscles.
24.	 Immune support treatments: For example, the use of Echinacea for colds.
25.	Colon hydrotherapy: Used to cleanse the intestines.
26.	Bioresonance: Measurement and regulation of body energy.
27.	Balneotherapy: Therapeutic use of mineral waters or sludges.
28.	Leech therapy: Used to reduce pain and inflammation.
29.	Kupping: Used to improve blood circulation in a specific area.
30.	Oxygen therapy: Used to increase oxygen levels in the body.

Many of these techniques and therapies are still being intensively researched today, and the 
scientific evidence about their effectiveness is varied. Some may be contraindicated because 
of their potential side effects or risks. Therefore, it is important to consult a healthcare profes-
sional before starting any treatment, especially in case of existing health conditions or medica-
tion use.
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3.4  ACUPUNCTURE

Acupuncture is a Traditional Chinese Medicine practice based on the insertion of fine needles into 
specific points on the human body. This is a practice to smooth and balance the flow of energy 
(called Qi) in the body. There are many different types of acupuncture, and they are used to treat 
a variety of conditions. Acupuncture practices have been used to treat a wide variety of conditions 
such as pain management, migraines, depression, anxiety, allergies, hypertension, and even infertil-
ity in some cases [4, 87].

3.4.1  Scientific Explanation of Acupuncture

According to the principles of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), the effectiveness of acupunc-
ture is achieved by placing needles into energy channels called meridians to regulate the body’s 
energy flow (Qi) and create a balanced state between yin and yang. But these explanations may not 
be fully compatible with modern science.

Modern scientific explanations base the effects of acupuncture on its effect on the nervous sys-
tem. Acupuncture has been found to have analgesic (painkiller), sedative, anti-inflammatory, and 
immunomodulatory (immunomodulating) effects on the central nervous system (brain and spinal 
cord). Furthermore, acupuncture has also been found to increase the release of neurotransmitters 
such as endorphins, which are naturally present in the body and help relieve pain [88, 89].

However, it is important to note that the exact mechanism of action of acupuncture is not fully 
understood, and more research is needed in this area. It has been determined that acupuncture can 
be effective for some conditions, but this effectiveness usually depends on the situation, the indi-
vidual, and the acupuncture technique used.

3.4.2  The Use of Acupuncture

The use of acupuncture in many different conditions varies widely. Below are some examples of 
the effects of acupuncture on certain conditions. These examples are based on general information, 
while some represent the findings of many studies in this field. As such, the citations of the examples 
with scientific studies have been listed.

1.	Pain management: Acupuncture is often used to manage chronic pain. These include low 
back pain, neck pain, osteoarthritis, and headaches [4].

2.	Migraine: Acupuncture can be effective in reducing migraine pain [90].
3.	Anxiety: Some studies have suggested that acupuncture may be effective in reducing 

symptoms of anxiety [91].
4.	Depression: Acupuncture can be used to manage depression as an adjunct approach to 

antidepressant treatment [87].
5.	 Insomnia: Some studies have indicated that acupuncture can relieve insomnia symptoms 

[92].
6.	 Infertility: Acupuncture can help treat infertility in women and men [93].
7.	Obesity: Acupuncture can be used as a tool in weight management [94].
8.	Diabetes: In some cases, acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of diabetes [95].
9.	Allergies: Acupuncture can relieve allergic reactions and strengthen the immune system 

[96].
10.	Asthma: Acupuncture can help relieve asthma symptoms [97].
11.	Menopause: Acupuncture can help with menopausal symptoms.
12.	Fibromyalgia: Acupuncture can help relieve fibromyalgia symptoms.
13.	Digestive problems: Acupuncture can help manage digestive problems such as nausea, 

constipation, and diarrhea.
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14.	 Irritable bowel syndrome (IBS): Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of IBS.
15.	High blood pressure: Acupuncture can be used in the management of high blood pressure.
16.	Low blood pressure: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of low blood pressure.
17.	Parkinson’s disease: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of Parkinson’s disease.
18.	Rheumatoid Arthritis: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of rheumatoid arthritis.
19.	Joint pain: Acupuncture can be used in the management of joint pain.
20.	Chronic fatigue syndrome: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of chronic fatigue 

syndrome.
21.	Sinusitis: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of sinusitis.
22.	Tinnitus: Acupuncture can help relieve tinnitus symptoms.
23.	TMJ disorders: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of TMJ (temporomandibular 

joint) disorders.
24.	Vertigo: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of vertigo (dizziness).
25.	Collar tunnel syndrome: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of collisional tunnel 

syndrome.
26.	Nerve pain: Acupuncture can be used in the management of nerve pain.
27.	Edema: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of edema.
28.	Menstrual pain: Acupuncture can be used in the management of menstrual pain.
29.	Premenstrual syndrome (PMS): Acupuncture can help relieve PMS symptoms.
30.	Nausea and vomiting during pregnancy: Acupuncture can relieve nausea and vomiting 

during pregnancy.
31.	Low back and back pain during pregnancy: Acupuncture can relieve low back and back 

pain during pregnancy.
32.	Postpartum depression: Acupuncture can help relieve symptoms of postpartum depression.
33.	Sleeping disorders: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of sleeping disorders.
34.	Chemotherapy side effects: Acupuncture can alleviate chemotherapy side effects.
35.	Ulcerative colitis: Acupuncture can help relieve the symptoms of ulcerative colitis.

The examples with references above represent some scientific studies that acupuncture can be 
effective for a variety of conditions. However, it should be noted that more research is needed in this 
regard. The effectiveness of acupuncture usually depends on the situation, the individual, and the 
acupuncture technique used. Therefore, it is always important to seek professional medical advice 
when considering any treatment approach.

Acupuncture is a treatment method developed thousands of years ago as part of ancient Chinese 
medicine. Acupuncture practitioners try to relieve pain and other symptoms by inserting thin nee-
dles into specific body points (along energy channels often called “meridians”).

Various hypotheses have been put forward to scientifically understand the mechanism of action 
of acupuncture, and many of these hypotheses are supported by modern science and medicine. They 
include:

1.	Neurohormonal Pathways: When acupuncture is practiced, signals are sent to the body’s 
nervous system, which leads to various interactions in the brain and spinal cord. These 
interactions stimulate a number of hormones (e.g., endorphins, serotonin, and dopamine) 
that are secreted by the brain and provide pain relief, peacefulness, and a feeling of general 
well-being [88].

2.	Gate Control Theory: This theory proposes that acupuncture relieves pain by affecting the 
way the nervous system perceives pain. Acupuncture works by sending impulses to inhibi-
tory nerve endings that “turn off” pain signals at the level of the spinal cord. This prevents 
pain signals from reaching the brain and therefore reduces the perception of pain [98].

3.	 Inflammatory Pathways: Acupuncture has also been shown to modulate the body’s inflam-
matory response. There is evidence that acupuncture acts on proteins called inflammatory 
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cytokines, which increase or decrease inflammation. This means that acupuncture can 
help relieve pain and inflammation [89].

Each of these theories offers a different perspective on how acupuncture can relieve pain and 
other symptoms. However, the exact mechanism of action of acupuncture is still not fully under-
stood, and more research is needed in this area.

3.5  AYURVEDA

Ayurveda is a holistic health system that originated in Ancient India and is derived from the Sanskrit 
roots “Ayur” (life) and “Veda” (science or wisdom). According to this traditional health system, 
which is seen more as a lifestyle, health is a result of the harmony between body, mind, spirit, and 
environment [99].

Ayurveda proposes to understand the individual through the three basic energies or life forces, 
“dosha” (body types). These doshas determine an individual’s nature, or “Prakriti,” and influence 
whether they are healthy or diseased [100].

3.5.1  Philosophy of Ayurveda

The basic principle of Ayurveda is that the universe is made up of five main elements (space, air, 
fire, water, earth), and the human body is a reflection of these elements. In the human body, these 
elements are represented by the three basic doshas or body types: Vata (space and air), Pitta (fire and 
water), and Kapha (water and earth). Health depends on these doshas being in balance, and diseases 
occur when one or more doshas are out of balance [101].

Ayurveda is a term that means “science of life” in Sanskrit and offers an in-depth perspective 
on health and well-being. This system examines the physical, mental, and spiritual health of the 
individual and the interaction of these three aspects with each other and with the environment. 
The philosophy of Ayurveda is based on several basic principles:

1.	Dosha Theory: Ayurveda describes the body structure and health profile of each individual 
with three biological energies or doshas (Vata, Pitta, Kapha) derived from the five basic 
elements (ether, air, fire, water, and earth). Each individual has a unique combination of 
these three doshas, and this combination determines individual physical and mental char-
acteristics, susceptibility to disease, and even personality traits.

2.	Holism: Ayurveda treats the human being as a whole and emphasizes the links between 
physical, mental, and spiritual health. This approach recognizes that the body, mind, and 
spirit are in constant interaction with each other and with the environment.

3.	The Importance of Balance: Health, according to Ayurveda, is the maintenance of bal-
ance between body, mind, and spirit. The disease occurs when this balance is disturbed. 
Ayurveda recommends maintaining and restoring this balance through methods such as 
diet, lifestyle changes, herbal remedies, and detoxification procedures.

4.	Preventive Health: Ayurveda encourages a proactive approach to health care and empha-
sizes disease prevention and overall well-being. This involves adjusting the individual’s 
diet and lifestyle habits to fit the dosha balance and the natural rhythm of life.

5.	Personalized Care: Ayurveda recognizes that each individual is unique and therefore each 
of us has our own specific health and well-being needs. Therefore, Ayurvedic treatments 
and recommendations are often individualized.

6.	Connection with Nature: Ayurveda sees people as part of nature and encourages liv-
ing in harmony with natural rhythms for health and well-being. This includes adapting 
to seasonal changes and developing habits that are in line with the natural diet and 
lifestyle.
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3.5.2  Ayurveda and Treatment Approaches

Ayurveda includes lifestyle changes, diet, and natural treatments for both the prevention and treat-
ment of disease. These approaches aim to eliminate the cause of disease, support the body’s natural 
healing ability, and improve an individual’s overall health and quality of life [99].

The treatment approaches of Ayurveda take into account the unique physical and mental struc-
ture of each person, their lifestyle, and their environment. Below are some of Ayurveda’s treatment 
approaches:

1.	Diet and Nutrition: Ayurveda is based on the principle of “we are what we eat” and empha-
sizes that diet plays a very important role in maintaining health and treating diseases. 
Ayurveda recommends foods and dietary styles that are appropriate for certain types of 
dosha. As a result, the Ayurvedic diet varies depending on each person’s dosha balance, 
lifestyle, and season.

2.	Herbal Treatment: Ayurveda uses herbal remedies and formulations in the treatment of 
various diseases. These formulations usually involve a single herb or a combination of mul-
tiple herbs and can be found in a variety of forms (tablets, powders, teas, oils, and so on).

3.	Panchakarma: This is one of the most important and comprehensive treatment meth-
ods of Ayurveda and includes a series of treatments for detoxification and resuscitation. 
Panchakarma is used to cleanse the body, remove toxins, and restore dosha balance. This 
method usually consists of five stages: emesis, enema, cleansing the nose, bloodletting, 
and purgation.

4.	Lifestyle Advice: Ayurveda recognizes that an individual’s lifestyle and daily routine have 
a huge impact on health and well-being. Therefore, Ayurveda emphasizes the importance 
of factors such as regular exercise, proper sleep patterns, stress management, and emo-
tional balance.

5.	Meditation and Yoga: Ayurveda believes that mental and spiritual balance has a signifi-
cant impact on health. Therefore, practices such as meditation and yoga are encouraged to 
calm the mind, manage stress, and promote overall well-being. Physical exercise, breath-
ing techniques, and mental concentration aim to manage overall health and stress.

6.	Marma Therapy: Marma points are the intersection points of energy channels (nadis) in 
the body, and they play an important role in Ayurveda. Marma therapy uses these points to 
regulate the flow of energy and promote healing.

Ayurveda recommends various treatment methods and practices for different diseases and con-
ditions. Below are some examples specific to the philosophy and practice of Ayurveda. This infor-
mation is taken from the vast knowledge base of Ayurveda and should not be considered as medical 
advice for the treatment of a specific disease or condition. Specific health problems and Ayurvedic 
treatment options should be discussed with a health professional.

Recommended Ayurveda treatment methods and practices:

1.	Dinacharya: Regulates daily routines and lifestyle habits.
2.	Ritucharya: Recommends lifestyle and dietary changes according to the seasons.
3.	Panchakarma: Detoxification and purification therapy.
4.	Abyanga: A type of massage therapy applied to the whole body.
5.	Swedana: Therapeutic steam bath to cleanse the body of toxins.
6.	Vamana: A type of vomiting therapy for digestive disorders and ailments such as asthma.
7.	Virechana: Balances and detoxifies the Pitta dosha.
8.	Basti: A type of enema therapy used to balance the Vata dosha.
9.	Nasya: A therapy applied to the nose for sinus problems, headaches, and migraines.

10.	Raktamokshana: A therapy for the detoxification and purification of blood.
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11.	Shirodhara: A therapy by pouring hot oil on the forehead to reduce stress and anxiety.
12.	Marma Therapy: A therapy that balances energy by applying pressure to energy points in 

the body.
13.	Ayurvedic Diet: Individual nutritional recommendations based on the balance of 

dosha.
14.	Ayurvedic Herbal Treatments: The use of various herbal preparations.
15.	Yoga and Meditation: Used to strengthen the mind–body connection and improve overall 

health.
16.	Pranayama: Breathing techniques are used to improve overall energy and health.
17.	Ayurvedic Psychology: Guidelines for mental health and balanced living.
18.	Jyotish (Vedic Astrology): A system used for personal counseling and referral.
19.	Vastu Shastra: A system for thinking about the energy of the home and the environment.
20.	Rasayana: A group of Ayurvedic practices that promote youth and longevity.
21.	Chyawanprash: An Ayurvedic supplement that promotes overall health and strengthens 

immunity.
22.	Triphala: An Ayurvedic supplement that improves digestion and promotes detoxification.
23.	Ashwagandha: An Ayurvedic herb that reduces stress and improves overall health.
24.	Turmeric: An anti-inflammatory and antioxidant herb used against many health 

problems.
25.	Ghee: A type of butter used in Ayurveda to boost overall health and the digestive system.
26.	Tongue Scraping: A practice for detoxification and overall oral health.
27.	Oil Pulling: A practice that improves overall oral health.
28.	Ayurvedic Self-Massage: An app to promote overall health and balanced body energy.
29.	Aromatherapy: The use of blends made from plant and flower oils to improve mood and 

overall health.
30.	Ayurvedic Sleep Routines: Recommendations for balancing overall health and energy.

Ayurveda is considered one of the oldest health systems in the world, and its history dates back 
to 5000 BC. Ayurveda has its roots in the Vedic culture of Ancient India. This science has become 
quite popular in a short period of time and has been recognized as a comprehensive and systematic 
method of addressing health-related issues [101].

The basic principles and practices of Ayurveda are recorded in detail in the two basic texts, 
Charaka Samhita and Sushruta Samhita. These texts were written between 1500 BC and 500 
AD. Both texts contain comprehensive information about the theories, principles, and practices of 
Ayurvedic medicine. Charaka Samhita focuses on internal medicine, while Sushruta Samhita is a 
text that describes surgical procedures and surgical instruments.

After some time, Ayurveda was adopted by scholars in Persia, Arabia, and later in Europe. 
During this period, the treatment methods and principles of Ayurveda were used in many medical 
texts and medical education.

However, from the 16th century onward, the influence of Ayurveda in India began to decline. 
This coincided with British colonization and the introduction of Western medical practices into 
India. During this period, the practices and training of Ayurveda were largely ignored [100].

By the 20th century, Ayurveda experienced a revival in India and around the world. Today, 
Ayurveda is considered a traditional and complementary medicine and is used by many people 
around the world. In addition, efforts are underway to integrate it with modern medicine.

Nowadays, Ayurveda has been accepted and practiced by many people around the world. The 
limitation of Western medicine in offering a unique and holistic view of the individual has led many 
people to traditional and holistic health systems such as Ayurveda.

Ayurveda offers a way to maintain a healthy and balanced lifestyle, at a time when life is accel-
erating, and stress is increasing in the modern world. This usually includes recommendations such 
as a balanced diet, regular exercise, adequate sleep, stress management, and personal spiritual 
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practices. This holistic approach gives people more control over their overall health and well-being 
and gives them the tools they need to maintain and improve their health.

However, the current practices of Ayurveda need to be supported by scientific research and evi-
dence. In recent years, a number of scientific studies have been conducted on the effectiveness of 
some practices of Ayurveda. For example, some studies have shown that some herbal remedies of 
Ayurveda are effective in treating various diseases [99]. However, much of this research is still a 
precursor. More comprehensive, well-designed clinical trials are needed.

In particular, the holistic and individualized approach of Ayurveda is thought to complement 
modern medicine’s tendency to take into account genetic and biochemical differences between indi-
viduals. It is increasingly recognized that genetic, lifestyle, and environmental factors have a signifi-
cant impact on the occurrence and development of diseases, which supports the individualized and 
holistic approach of Ayurveda.

However, in order for Ayurveda to reach its full potential in the modern world, it must be ensured 
that its safe and effective practices are ensured, supported by scientific research, and appropriate stan-
dards of training and certification are established. This will ensure wider acceptance of Ayurveda 
and help people enjoy the potential benefits that this traditional healthcare system provides.

3.6  TRADITIONAL CHINESE MEDICINE (TCM)

Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) represents a view of health that dates back thousands of years 
and includes the dynamic relationships between nature, the human body, and the universe. TCM 
deals with the human body as a whole and tries to treat imbalances that occur in the body rather 
than focusing on the symptoms of a particular disease [102].

The basic principles of TCM are Yin and Yang, Qi (life energy), the five elements theory, and the 
Zang-Fu organ theory, which are used in the diagnosis and treatment of diseases. TCM includes a 
variety of treatment methods, such as herbal remedies, acupuncture, Qigong, Tai Chi, and a specific 
diet [103].

Today, TCM is widely used in China and other Asian countries and is increasingly accepted as 
an alternative and complementary medicine in Western countries as well. The holistic and indi-
vidualized approach of TCM complements the more general and standardized approach of modern 
medicine.

3.6.1  History of Traditional Chinese Medicine

Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) dates back nearly 2500 years and is one of the oldest medical 
systems in the world. This system of medicine has been continuously improved and refined through-
out its history and is still widely practiced in modern China.

The roots of the TCM lie in ancient Chinese texts such as Shang Han Lun (Discussion of the 
Cold Harms) and Huang Di Nei Jing (The Inner Book of the Yellow Emperor). These texts set out 
the basic principles, theories, and practices of TCM and still play a central role in the education and 
practice of TCM even today [103, 104].

In the development of TCM, a number of herbal formulas and acupuncture techniques that 
emerged during various dynastic periods and were used to treat various diseases played an impor-
tant role. During these periods, medical knowledge and experiences were collected, recorded, and 
passed on to subsequent generations [105].

In the 19th and 20th centuries, the status of TCM declined as Western medicine spread in China. 
However, in the middle of the 20th century, TCM began to be taught and practiced along with modern 
medicine, and various reforms were made to preserve and improve this medical system [106, 107].

Today, TCM is an important part of the healthcare system in China and is offered in many hos-
pitals and clinics. In addition, it is increasingly accepted and practiced in Western countries and 
throughout the world [108].
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It is difficult to determine a specific date of the early practices of Traditional Chinese Medicine 
(TCM) because this medical system dates back to the history of ancient China. However, the oldest 
Chinese medical text, the Huangdi Neijing (Inner Book of the Yellow Emperor), was written around 
200 BC and contains the basic theories and concepts of the TCM [104].

Among the first treatments mentioned in Huangdi Neijing are acupuncture and herbal remedies 
used to diagnose and treat diseases. Acupuncture is a technique that stimulates certain points (acu-
puncture points) on the body. Most of these points are located in pathways called meridians, where 
energy (Qi) is thought to circulate through the body [103, 109].

Herbal remedies are also an essential component of ancient Chinese medicine. Huangdi Neijing 
and other ancient Chinese medicinal texts describe in detail the medicinal properties and uses of 
many plants. These plants are used to treat a variety of diseases and are often combined in a specific 
formula. These formulas are individually adjusted according to the patient’s symptoms and TCM 
theories [105, 108].

Besides such practices, TCM also includes physical and meditative practices such as Tai Chi and 
Qigong. These practices aim to keep energy (Qi) in balance and keep the body and mind healthy.

3.6.2  Development of Traditional Chinese Medicine

The development of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) reflects the interaction of different peri-
ods, cultures, and philosophical considerations over thousands of years. Throughout this develop-
ment process, TCM has developed various concepts and theories to understand and explain the 
relationships between the universe, humans, and nature.

In the early stages, TCM developed a range of treatment modalities that included acupuncture, 
herbal remedies, massage, and energy exercises. These methods target acupuncture points located 
in specific areas of the human body and are thought to regulate the flow of energy.

During the Han Dynasty (206 BC–220 AD), the TCM produced a number of important medical 
texts. These texts have systematically addressed the theoretical foundations and clinical applica-
tions of TCM. These texts include classics such as Huangdi Neijing (The Inner Book of the Yellow 
Emperor) and Shanghan Lun (Discussion of the Cold Harms) [106, 109].

During the Tang (618–907) and Song (960–1279) Dynasties, Traditional Chinese Medicine 
flourished greatly. Various medical schools and schools of thought emerged at this time with medi-
cal knowledge and skills being transferred, expanded, and refined [106, 109].

In the modern era, in the middle of the 20th century, TCM was taught and practiced along with 
modern medicine. Numerous reforms were made to preserve and improve this medical system [105].

3.6.2.1  Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) Practices and Methods
Today, the philosophy and practices of TCM are widely accepted in China and around the world. 
They are recognized as an effective complementary therapy in the treatment of many diseases [108].

Below is a list of 50 examples of the practices and methods of Traditional Chinese Medicine 
(TCM) [110–114]:

1.	Acupuncture
2.	Moxibustion (heat therapy)
3.	Tui Na (Chinese massage)
4.	Qigong (energy studies)
5.	Tai Chi
6.	Diet therapy
7.	Herbal remedies
8.	Cupping (cup therapy)
9.	Guasha (skin scraping therapy)

10.	Zhen Jiu (combination of acupuncture and moxibustion)
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11.	Maintaining and restoring balance
12.	Yin and Yang balance
13.	The theory of the five elements
14.	Balance of Qi, blood, and fluids
15.	The balance of organ systems (Zang-Fu theory)
16.	Tongue and pulse reading for the diagnosis of diseases
17.	Meridians and energy pathways
18.	Seasonal health practices
19.	Sleep regulation
20.	Balancing emotions
21.	Digestive health
22.	Excretory and detoxification
23.	Sexual health
24.	Women’s health (including menstruation and menopause)
25.	Children’s health
26.	Management of aging
27.	Respiratory health
28.	Dermatological health
29.	Mental and emotional health
30.	Health of the musculoskeletal system
31.	Neurological health
32.	 Immune health
33.	Metabolic health
34.	Cardiovascular health
35.	Endocrine health
36.	Urological health
37.	Eye health
38.	Otolaryngological (ENT) health
39.	Oral and dental health
40.	Orthopedic health
41.	Oncological health
42.	Pain management
43.	Rehabilitation
44.	Recovery after surgery
45.	Stress management
46.	Management of chronic diseases
47.	Management of acute diseases
48.	Management of allergies
49.	Management of sleep disorders
50.	Management of dependencies

3.6.2.2  Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) Practices and Methods: Brief Descriptions
The practices and methods of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) are wide and diversified. Each 
of them is complex in itself and requires detailed examination. However, a general summary of 
each method is included below. Full scientific descriptions for each item can be found in hundreds 
of pages of text by scientists researching the TCM.

1.	Acupuncture: A practice used to balance and treat the flow of energy by placing thin nee-
dles at certain points on the body [112].

2.	Moxibustion: The application of heat to acupuncture points, usually done by burning a 
plant known as Artemisia Vulgaris (mugwort) [115].
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3.	Tui Na: A form of treatment in which manual manipulation and massage techniques are 
used on the body [116].

4.	Qigong: A set of practices that combine breathing, movement, and meditation, aiming to 
keep energy (Qi) in balance and body and mind healthy [117].

5.	Tai Chi: A form of exercise that combines slow, thoughtful movements, breathing, and 
meditation aims to improve body-mind health [118].

6.	Diet therapy: Aims to balance and improve health by using the energetic properties of 
foods [119].

7.	Herbal remedies: Formulas prepared using natural plants and minerals are used to treat 
various diseases [113].

8.	Cupping (cup therapy): Aims to increase blood circulation and relax the muscles with the 
vacuum effect created by placing a cup in the body and removing the air in it [120].

9.	Gua Sha (skin scraping therapy): The practice by which scraping is done on the skin with 
an instrument to reduce muscle tension and improve blood circulation [121].

10.	Zhen Jiu (combination of acupuncture and moxibustion): A form of treatment in which 
acupuncture and moxibustion methods are used together [122].

11.	Management of dependencies: TCM’s various tools can help manage dependencies. 
In particular, acupuncture has been used in the treatment of nicotine and other drug  
addictions [123].

The relationship between modern medicine and Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) has been 
one of both cooperation and tension. Both practices have their own unique perspectives, practices, 
and health perspectives, and so they sometimes contradict each other.

Modern medicine is usually aimed at treating a specific symptom or sign of a particular disease. 
It also focuses on medical tests and evidence-based practices. On the other hand, TCM aims to 
improve the body’s overall health and energy balance. It focuses on improving the overall health of 
the person, not the symptoms of the disease.

In recent years, there have been many modern medical practitioners who have recognized the 
importance of alternative medicine, especially in the treatment and prevention of chronic diseases. 
This has led to some practices of GCT, particularly acupuncture, being accepted as part of modern 
medicine. Many hospitals and clinics offer integrated medical programs that combine traditional 
medical practice with modern medical practice.

Nonetheless, contradictions between these two practices still exist. Some modern medical prac-
titioners argue that TCM is not evidence-based and therefore not scientific. Furthermore, research 
on the efficacy and safety of TCM can be conflicting, and some modern medical practitioners may 
be skeptical of the use of TCM.

However, many researchers and practitioners are calling for greater collaboration and dialogue 
between these two medical systems. Combining the two medical systems could provide a more 
comprehensive and effective treatment for patients, and therefore further research and dialogue in 
this area is important [124].
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Applied Healthy 
Living Strategies

This chapter focuses on practical and feasible strategies to support maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 
Overall health and well-being are often based on basic lifestyle factors such as nutrition, physical 
activity, stress management, and sleep.

4.1  BALANCING NUTRITION

Nutrition is one of the most important parts of life. Eating a healthy and balanced diet is the key to 
maintaining optimal energy levels and preventing many diseases. Therefore, the emphasis should 
be on how to create a balanced diet, which foods are most beneficial for the body, and the best prac-
tices in achieving overall nutritional goals.

Nutrition is a lifestyle factor that has a significant impact on our overall health and well-being. 
Scientific research shows that a balanced and healthy diet plays an important role in the prevention 
of chronic diseases such as heart disease, diabetes, and some types of cancer [1, 2].

A balanced diet contains all the essential nutrients that function in the body. This includes car-
bohydrates, proteins, fats, vitamins, minerals, and water [3]. Carbohydrates are the main nutrients 
used to provide energy. Proteins and fats are involved in the body’s growth and repair processes. 
Vitamins and minerals are important in various metabolic processes, and water ensures the proper 
functioning of body functions [4].

Having a “balanced” diet means that a person gets all these nutrients in the right proportions. 
The Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics states that a healthy diet should include a variety of 
foods. This includes nutrients from different food groups, fruits, vegetables, whole grains, protein 
sources, and dairy products [5].

A balanced diet requires carefully balancing energy intake and energy consumption to meet 
energy needs and prevent conditions such as under or overeating [6]. A number of factors, including 
physical activity level, age, gender, and overall health status, affect energy needs [7].

4.2  REGULAR PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

An active lifestyle is an important part of health and quality of life. Physical activity positively 
affects many aspects, from heart health to mental health, from energy levels to sleep quality. This 
section will focus on what types of activities are beneficial, how much exercise should be done, and 
the effects of exercise on overall health.

Physical activity has a significant impact on overall health and quality of life. Scientific research 
has shown that regular physical activity can improve both physical and mental health and reduce the 
risk of chronic diseases such as heart disease, diabetes, and some types of cancer [8].

Physical activity increases energy use, which can have a positive effect on weight management 
and body composition [9]. In addition, regular exercise strengthens the cardiovascular system, 
improves bone health, increases muscle strength and flexibility, and improves overall quality of life.

How much and what type of physical activity a person should do depends on his age, gender, 
general state of health, and personal goals. However, the World Health Organization (WHO) rec-
ommends that adults do at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity aerobic activity per week or 
75 minutes of intense aerobic activity. It is also recommended to include muscle-strengthening 
exercises two or more days a week [10].
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Physical activity can be done in a variety of ways that can be integrated into a person’s overall 
lifestyle. This may include activities such as sports, exercise, games, dancing, gardening, house-
work, or active transportation [9]. The important thing is to do physical activity on a regular basis 
and choose activities that are usually enjoyed.

4.3  STRESS MANAGEMENT

Stress is an inevitable part of modern life and can have a significant impact on health. Long-term 
or chronic stress can lead to a number of health problems, including heart disease, hypertension, 
diabetes, obesity, and psychiatric disorders [11, 12].

Stress management strategies can help reduce stress levels, deal with stress more effectively, and 
improve overall quality of life. From stress management techniques to meditation and deep breath-
ing techniques, strategies on how to use activities such as yoga and tai chi will be presented [11].

Scientific research has shown that managing and reducing stress can play an important role in 
preventing these health issues and improving overall health and quality of life. Stress management 
often involves a number of strategies, including lifestyle changes, physical activity, relaxation tech-
niques, improving mental and emotional skills, and social support [13].

Physical activity plays an important role in managing stress. Exercise promotes the release of 
chemicals naturally produced in the body to cope with stress and generally produces positive results, 
such as better mood and better sleep [14]. Good sleep at night is also vital for stress management. 
Lack of sleep can make stressful situations worse and make us less resilient to the negative effects 
of stressful situations [15].

Relaxation techniques such as meditation, yoga, and deep breathing can also be effective in 
reducing stress. These techniques often help reduce the physical symptoms associated with stress 
and encourage achieving a calmer and relaxed state of mind.

4.4  APPROPRIATE SLEEP HABITS

Sleep is very important for overall health and well-being. Adequate and quality sleep is important 
for learning, memory, emotional control, immune function, and maintaining overall health [16, 17].

Lack of sleep can have negative effects in many areas, from energy levels to mood and concen-
tration. It is important to prioritize sleep hygiene. It is also important to be familiar with the impor-
tance of regular sleep patterns and strategies that can help improve sleep quality.

Lack of sleep, or disorder, is associated with many chronic health problems, including obesity, 
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, and depression [18, 19]. Lack of sleep can also lead to a decline in 
concentration, memory, and work performance and even lead to accidents and injuries [20].

Scientific research has shown that regular sleep habits, or sleep hygiene, are effective in promot-
ing adequate and quality sleep [21]. Elements of sleep hygiene include setting a fixed wake-up time, 
using the bedroom only for sleeping and sexual activity, avoiding excessive consumption of caf-
feine, nicotine, and alcohol, and establishing a relaxing routine before going to sleep [22].

In conclusion, proper sleep habits are an important strategy for improving overall health and 
quality of life.

4.5  SOCIAL RELATIONS

Social connections and relationships are important for overall quality of life and health. A good social 
support network can help manage stress, increase life satisfaction, and improve overall health. In  
this section, strategies on how to establish and maintain healthy social relationships will be presented.

Social relationships have a significant impact on people’s happiness, health, and quality of life. 
Social connections and support can make it easier to cope with stress, improve psychological well-
being, and even extend life expectancy [23–25].
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Social isolation and loneliness have been linked to depression, anxiety, and other mental disor-
ders [26]. Also, a lack of social support can have a negative impact on physical health and disease 
outcomes [27].

Social relationships involve positive and supportive interactions between people. Family, friends, 
co-workers, and other social groups can form and strengthen bonds between people. Social support 
can be helpful in coping with stressful situations, sharing problems, and overcoming challenges [28].

A lack of social interaction can have a negative impact on health and happiness. So, developing 
and maintaining social relationships can help improve overall health and quality of life.

4.6  DETOXIFICATION AND CLEANSING

Detoxification is a process that helps remove toxins from the body. The human body usually carries out 
this process naturally. Organs such as the kidneys, liver, and sweat glands constantly filter and elimi-
nate waste materials and toxins. However, a combination of environmental factors, unhealthy diets, 
and lifestyle habits can increase toxin load and interfere with the normal functions of these organs [29].

Detoxification practices often involve lifestyle changes such as nutrition, hydration, exercise, 
sleep, and stress management. Detox diets often restrict processed foods, additives, refined sugars, 
and saturated fats. It instead emphasizes whole foods, fresh vegetables and fruits, whole grains, 
high-quality proteins, and healthy fats [30]. Good hydration also increases toxin excretion from the 
body, while exercise promotes the elimination of waste materials through sweat [31].

It has also been suggested that detoxification can be achieved by supporting a healthy gut micro-
biota. A diet enriched with probiotics and prebiotics can improve the gut microbiota, helping the gut 
increase toxin excretion [32].

However, more scientific evidence is needed on the possible effects of detoxification and cleans-
ing on health. Although anecdotal evidence and some preliminary studies suggest that detoxifi-
cation diets and lifestyle changes can improve health, more and more comprehensive research is 
needed to support these results [30].

Examples of detoxification and cleansing include predominantly natural, scientifically supported 
body functions and certain dietary and lifestyle practices. Here are some of them:

1.	Water Consumption: Adequate water consumption helps eliminate toxins in the body [33].
2.	Proper Nutrition: Eating a healthy, balanced diet supports the elimination of toxins from 

the body [34].
3.	Exercise: Regular physical activity promotes toxin excretion through sweat [35].
4.	Sleep: Adequate sleep supports the body’s process of removing toxins [36].
5.	Probiotics: Probiotics can increase toxin excretion and support gut health [37].
6.	Alcohol Restriction: Limiting or completely abandoning alcohol consumption improves 

the detoxification functions of the liver [38].
7.	Smoking Cessation: Quitting smoking reduces the toxin load on the body and improves 

overall health [39].
8.	Organic Foods: Consuming organic foods reduces the intake of pesticides and other chem-

icals [40].
9.	Antioxidants: Consuming foods that contain antioxidants strengthens the body’s defenses 

against toxins [41].
10.	Fiber Foods: Consuming foods high in fiber helps the intestines eliminate toxins [42].
11.	Green Tea: Green tea is often recommended because of its antioxidants and other detoxi-

fication-promoting ingredients [43].
12.	Detox Foot Baths: Although these baths are claimed to be effective in removing toxins, 

more scientific evidence is needed in this regard [44].
13.	Aromatherapy: Some essential oils are thought to promote detoxification, but more research 

is needed on this topic [45].
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14.	Stress Management: Chronic stress can increase toxin load, so stress management is 
important [46].

15.	Healing Herbs: Certain herbs may promote detoxification, especially in the liver and 
kidneys [47].

16.	Special Detox Diets: Some diets are designed to cleanse the body, but more research is 
needed on the effectiveness and safety of these diets [30].

17.	Sauna: Sauna use is thought to be effective in removing toxins, but more research is needed 
on this topic [48].

18.	Meditation: Meditation can reduce stress, which in turn can indirectly support the detoxi-
fication process [49].

19.	Homeopathy and Naturopathy: Although homeopathic and naturopathic remedies are 
claimed to be effective in removing toxins, more scientific evidence is needed in this 
regard [50].

20.	Water fasting: Water fasting is thought to cleanse the body of toxins, but more research is 
needed on this topic. This practice often requires medical supervision [51].

While each sample represents potential ways to detoxify or cleanse, some are scientifically sup-
ported, and some are still controversial. It is always important to speak with healthcare profession-
als before making any health-related changes.
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Criticisms and Responses 
to Natural Health Sciences

Criticisms of the natural health sciences come from the scientific community, medical profession-
als, and the general public. Much of this criticism is that natural health approaches have insufficient 
scientific basis, can sometimes lead to dangerous side effects, and/or can replace traditional Western 
medical treatments (allopathic medicine). However, there are responses to every critique, and this 
section examines some common criticisms and responses to them.

Criticism 1: Lack of Scientific Basis

Some critics point out that natural health sciences are mostly based on anecdotes, experience, and tradi-
tions. However, he argues that the efficacy and safety of these approaches must be scientifically proven.

Answer: True, some of the natural health practices are not fully understood by modern science. 
However, the efficacy and safety of many natural treatments and approaches have been investigated 
based on rigorous scientific methodologies, such as randomized controlled trials and epidemiological 
studies [1]. In addition, traditional medicine systems have a large knowledge base based on thousands 
of years of practical experience and observations.

Criticism 2: Side Effects and Safety Issues

There has been criticism that some treatments used in the natural health sciences can cause side effects, 
especially when used in conjunction with traditional Western medical therapies.

Answer: While this does not cover all natural remedies, it may be a valid criticism for some. However, 
many natural treatments are quite safe and mostly well-tolerated [2]. In addition, the side effects of 
natural treatments are usually milder compared to traditional Western medical treatments [3]. It is 
important to always be guided by a healthcare professional and to evaluate any type of treatment on an 
individual basis.

Criticism 3: Use in Place of Traditional Western Medical Treatments

Another criticism of the natural health sciences is that some people may prefer natural treatments over 
traditional Western medical treatments for serious or life-threatening conditions.

Answer: This can lead to very serious problems without proper information and guidance. However, natu-
ral health practices are mostly used in an integrated manner with traditional Western medical treatments, 
within the framework of complementary and integrative health practices [4]. Such an approach aims to 
take advantage of both traditional Western and natural treatments as well as individualized patient care.

Criticism 4: Not Knowing the Correct Dosage

It has been criticized that the dosage of natural treatments is not scientifically determined, which can 
lead to potentially harmful consequences.

Answer: The doses of some natural treatments have not yet been fully determined, which requires 
further investigation. However, there is a vast body of knowledge regarding the doses of many natural 
forms of treatment, such as herbal supplements and homeopathy [5].
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Criticism 5: Unsubstantiated Claims

Some claims about natural health products and treatments have been criticized as being misleading and 
not evidence-based.

Answer: There may be misleading claims about some natural products and treatments. However, this 
problem is not unique to the natural health sciences and can be observed throughout the health sec-
tor, including traditional Western medicine. The important point is to assess whether the claims are 
evidence-based [6].

Criticism 6: Lack of Quality Control

It is stated that there is no uniform standard for the quality and content of natural health products, which 
can create problems with safety and effectiveness.

Answer: Some natural health products may have limited quality control checks. However, improve-
ments are being made in this regard, and stricter controls and standards have been implemented on 
natural products in many countries [7].

Criticism 7: Non-Scientific Ways of Thinking

Natural health sciences are criticized as being contrary to scientific ways of thinking, and this situa-
tion is unacceptable in a science-based society.

Answer: The natural health sciences generally take a more holistic approach and encompass not only 
the physical dimension of human health, but also the mental, emotional, and spiritual dimensions. This 
is complementary, not contrary to scientific thinking [6].

Criticism 8: Incidental Benefits

Some critics claim that the positive results from natural treatments are mostly due to the placebo effect 
or random circumstances.

Answer: The placebo effect is a valid issue for any type of treatment – allopathic or natural – and this 
can make it difficult to assess the actual effectiveness of the treatment. However, many forms of natural 
treatment have proven their effectiveness in placebo-controlled trials [8].

Criticism 9: Lack of Training and Certification

Professionals working in the field of natural health have been criticized for not having enough training 
and certification.

Answer: The training and certification of professionals working in the natural health sciences may vary 
depending on the treatment they practice and the country in which they are located. However, in many 
countries, natural health practitioners are required to reach a certain level of training and certification [7].

Criticism 10: Financial Burden

Natural health products and services are often expensive and not covered by most insurance companies.

Answer: The cost of natural health care can be a concern. However, allopathic medical services and 
medications can also be quite expensive. Moreover, natural health approaches often focus on preventive 
care, which can reduce health costs in the long run [9].
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Criticism 11: The Slow Effect of Natural Treatments

Some critics argue that natural health practices generally don’t offer quick results and are therefore not 
suitable for acute conditions.

Answer: True, some natural health practices can take time, and this may make them less than ideal 
for emergencies. However, these treatments can be very effective in managing chronic conditions or 
improving overall health [10].

Criticism 12: Limited Access to Information

Access to information in the natural health sciences is often limited, making it difficult for consumers 
to make informed decisions.

Answer: This may be a valid criticism, especially in online sources, due to uncertainties about the qual-
ity and accuracy of the information in the references. However, there are many reliable sources of infor-
mation in the field of natural health, and access to information in this field is constantly evolving [4].

Criticism 13: Multiple Drug Use Problems

It has been criticized that natural health products can interact with prescribed medications, leading to 
negative consequences.

Answer: Possible interactions between natural products and prescription drugs can pose safety concerns. 
However, these problems can usually be managed with good communication and accurate information [11].

Criticism 14: Insufficient Research Funding

Research funding for natural health sciences has been criticized as insufficient, which restricts scien-
tific knowledge in the field.

Answer: That’s right, research into the natural health sciences is often underfunded. However, this 
should not underestimate the importance and potential of this field. It is clear that more funding will 
encourage more high-quality research in this area [12].

Criticism 15: False or Misleading Labeling

It has been criticized that the labeling of natural health products can be misleading and lead consumers 
to misunderstand or use these products.

Answer: This is an important issue so that consumers can accurately assess the safety and effective-
ness of these products. This requires regulatory bodies to exercise tighter controls over the labeling and 
marketing of natural health products [13].

Criticism 16: Treatments That Are Not Suitable for Everyone

It has been criticized that some natural health practices may not be suitable for everyone, especially 
those with certain diseases or health conditions.

Answer: Not all forms of treatment are suitable for everyone. This also applies to natural health prac-
tices. It therefore requires an individual evaluation and guidance by an appropriate health care profes-
sional, and this applies to all health services [14].

Criticism 17: Sharing Incomplete or Misleading Information

Natural health practitioners can mislead patients by providing incomplete or misleading information.

Answer: This points to ethical and professional issues.
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Natural health sciences represent a complex and broad area of medicine and are therefore open 
to criticism. However, responses to these criticisms often highlight the value and potential of natural 
health practices and the importance of an integrated approach with allopathic medicine. It is therefore 
important that the best interests of the individual patient are always in mind and that continuous com-
munication with healthcare professionals is maintained.

5.1  EFFECTIVENESS AND SECURITY DISCUSSIONS

Controversies about the efficacy and safety of the natural health sciences have caused widespread 
debate in the scientific community and among the general public. These discussions often focus on 
concerns that the effectiveness of natural health practices has not been adequately proven or about 
the potential side effects and interactions of these treatments.

5.1.1  Effectiveness Discussions

Debates about effectiveness often focus on whether the effectiveness of natural health practices is 
supported by sufficient scientific evidence. Some studies on this subject support the effectiveness of 
certain natural treatments, while others have noted that these treatments are no less effective or at 
all effective than allopathic (traditional) treatment options [5]. However, these debates often suggest 
the need for more high-quality, double-blind, placebo-controlled studies.

5.1.1.1  Effectiveness Discussions: Concrete Examples
1.	St. John’s Wort and Depression: St. John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum) is widely used to 

treat depression. However, several studies have presented mixed results on the effects of 
this herb on major depression disorder. Some have supported its effectiveness, while others 
have questioned its effectiveness [15].

2.	Echinacea and the Common Cold: The effect of Echinacea in relieving the symptoms of 
colds is controversial. Some studies have found that it relieves symptoms and shortens the 
duration of the disease, but others do not support these findings [16].

3.	Ginkgo Biloba and Dementia: The effectiveness of ginkgo biloba in relieving the symp-
toms of dementia and Alzheimer’s disease has been widely debated. Some studies suggest 
that certain doses can improve cognitive function, while others have not found this effect 
during research studies [17].

4.	Saw Palmetto and Prostate Enlargement: Saw Palmetto (Serenoa repens) is often claimed 
to be effective in treating benign prostatic hyperplasia. However, some studies have found 
that this herb does not have an effect on this condition [18].

5.	Kava and Anxiety: The effect of kava (Piper methysticum) in relieving anxiety symptoms 
is controversial. Some studies have found kava to be effective in relieving symptoms of 
anxiety, but others do not support these findings [19].

6.	Probiotics and Digestive Health: The effects of probiotics on digestive health issues, espe-
cially irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) and inflammatory bowel disease, are still being 
debated. Some research has found that probiotics may be beneficial for certain conditions, 
but others have found that they are less effective or not effective at all [20].

7.	Yoga and Chronic Pain: The effects of yoga on chronic pain are also discussed. Some stud-
ies have found that yoga may be effective in reducing certain types of pain, but others do 
not support these findings [21].

8.	Red Rice Yeast and Cholesterol: Red rice yeast is often claimed to lower LDL cholesterol 
levels. However, data showing that this effect is clinically significant are inconclusive [22].

9.	Aloe Vera and Skin Problems: Aloe Vera is claimed to be effective for a variety of skin 
problems. However, some studies question the effectiveness of this herb, especially for 
burns and psoriasis [23].
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10.	Melatonin and Sleep Disorders: Melatonin is often recommended for sleep disorders. 
However, studies on the effectiveness of melatonin supplements have yielded mixed 
results, and there is still widespread debate on this topic [24].

5.1.2  Security Discussions

Discussions about safety often focus on the potential side effects and interactions of natural health 
products and practices. These concerns often center on the fact that some herbal supplements and 
other natural products may not be safe for people with certain health conditions or may have harm-
ful interactions with prescription medications [11].

However, these concerns often require further investigation and open communication between 
natural health practitioners and patients. This is important to ensure that natural health practices 
are used safely and effectively. Furthermore, having appropriate training and certification of natural 
health practitioners is critical to ensuring that patients receive safe and effective treatment [2].

Overall, these debates indicate that the natural health sciences need more scientific inquiry and 
research. This will help us better understand both the effectiveness and safety of these treatments. 
Furthermore, these controversies also show that natural health practices need more regulation and 
quality control standards.

5.1.2.1  Security Discussions: Concrete Examples
1.	St. John’s Wort and Drug Interactions: It is known that St. John’s Wort may interact with 

prescription medications. This herb has been shown to reduce the effectiveness of medica-
tions such as oral contraceptives, antidepressants, and anticoagulants [25].

2.	Kava and Liver Damage: Kava has been reported to potentially damage the liver. Therefore, 
caution should be exercised when using kava supplements, and these products should not 
be used by people with liver disease or taking other medications [26].

3.	Ginkgo Biloba and Bleeding Risk: It has been reported that ginkgo biloba may increase the 
risk of bleeding by interacting with blood thinners. For this reason, people taking blood-
thinning medications are advised to speak with their healthcare provider before using 
ginkgo biloba supplements [27].

4.	Yohimbine and Heart Problems: Yohimbine is often used to improve sexual performance, 
but in some cases it can cause dangerous side effects. A number of side effects have been 
reported, including high blood pressure, rapid heart rate, and insomnia [28].

5.	Ephedra and Cardiovascular Risks: Ephedra is an herb used for weight loss and energy 
boost. However, ephedra can cause serious cardiovascular side effects that can result 
in heart attacks, strokes, and even death. In 2004, its sale was banned in the United  
States [29].

6.	Chinese Skullcap and Liver Damage: Chinese Skullcap (Scutellaria baicalensis) is often 
used for a number of health conditions. However, it has been reported that this herb can 
cause liver damage [30].

7.	Aloe Vera and Electrolyte Imbalance: Oral use of Aloe Vera can cause a drop in potassium 
levels and an electrolyte imbalance in the body. This can affect the heart rhythm and be 
potentially dangerous [31].

8.	Lobelia and Toxicity: High doses of lobelia can be toxic and cause serious health problems 
such as shortness of breath, rapid heartbeat, and even coma or death [32].

9.	Kombucha Tea and Acidosis: Excessive consumption of kombucha tea can cause acidosis 
(excessive acidity of the blood). This can cause shortness of breath, weakness, dizziness, 
and loss of consciousness [33].

10.	Lycopene and Skin Color Changes: Lycopene is often used to support prostate health. 
However, excessive consumption of lycopene can cause the skin to become yellowish-
orange in color, a condition called lycopenemia [34].
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5.2  SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE AND RESEARCH

A lot of research has been done in the field of natural health sciences, and this research has 
shown that natural treatment approaches can be effective in some cases. However, it would be 
misleading to say that every natural treatment method can be an equivalent alternative to medi-
cal treatments.

5.2.1  Herbal Remedies

Herbal remedies are often part of traditional medicine, and some have been scientifically shown to 
be effective. For example, St. John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum) has been shown to be effective 
in treating mild to moderate depression [15]. Similarly, it has been found that Echinacea (Echinacea 
purpurea) can help relieve the symptoms of the common cold [35].

1.	St. John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum): This herb is widely used, especially in the treat-
ment of depression. The Cochrane review noted that St. John’s Wort was effective in treat-
ing mild to moderate depression [15].

2.	Echinacea (Echinacea purpurea): Echinacea is often used to protect against colds and flu. 
Research has shown that Echinacea can help relieve the symptoms of the common cold [35].

3.	Ginkgo Biloba: Ginkgo is used to treat cognitive disorders such as dementia and 
Alzheimer’s disease. Research has shown that ginkgo biloba can improve memory and 
thinking abilities [36].

4.	Garlic (Allium sativum): Garlic is used in the treatment and control of cardiovascular dis-
eases. Clinical studies have shown that garlic lowers hypertension and regulates choles-
terol levels [37].

5.	Ginger (Zingiber officinale): Ginger is used against stomach ailments and nausea. It 
has been shown to be safe and effective for relieving nausea and vomiting in pregnant 
women [38].

6.	Turmeric (Curcuma longa): Turmeric is used to treat a variety of conditions due to its anti-
inflammatory properties. Research has shown that turmeric can help relieve the symptoms 
of osteoarthritis [39].

7.	Milk Thistle (Silybum marianum): Milk thistle is used in the treatment of liver diseases. 
Clinical studies have shown that milk thistle may help treat some liver diseases [40].

8.	Peppermint (Mentha piperita): Mint is used to treat digestive ailments. Research has 
shown that peppermint oil can help relieve irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) symptoms [41].

9.	Valerian (Valeriana officinalis): Valerian is used in the treatment of sleep disorders. 
Research has shown that valerian may be effective in treating insomnia [42].

10.	Black Cohosh (Cimicifuga racemosa): Black Cohosh is used for the relief of menopausal 
symptoms. Clinical trials have shown that Black Cohosh may be effective in reducing 
menopausal symptoms [43].

Although herbal remedies have generally been used for thousands of years, many are still not 
scientifically proven or have not been researched enough for definitive results. Here are some such 
examples:

1.	Kudzu (Pueraria lobata): Kudzu is used to treat alcohol dependence. However, there is not 
enough scientific evidence that this is effective [44].

2.	Gotu Kola (Centella asiatica): Gotu Kola is used to improve cognitive function. However, 
reliable evidence about the effectiveness of this herb is lacking [45].

3.	Chaparral (Larrea tridentata): Chaparral is used to treat cancer and other diseases. 
However, scientific evidence that it is safe and effective does not yet exist [46].
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4.	Comfrey (Symphytum officinale): Comfrey is used to relieve pain and inflammation when 
applied topically. However, the general use of this herb is not recommended due to its 
toxicity potential [47].

5.	Lobelia (Lobelia inflata): Lobelia is used to treat breathing problems. However, there is no 
strong scientific evidence that lobelia is effective [48].

6.	Colloidal Silver: This product is used to treat a variety of health conditions. However, there 
is no scientific evidence to support its effectiveness, and long-term use can cause serious 
side effects [49].

7.	Blue Cohosh (Caulophyllum thalictroides): This herb is used to induce labor and relieve 
labor pains. However, scientific support for its use is lacking, and it may cause certain side 
effects [50].

8.	Pennyroyal (Mentha pulegium): Pennyroyal is used to treat a variety of health issues. 
However, scientific evidence on its safety and efficacy is still lacking, and it may cause 
side effects [51].

9.	Mugwort (Artemisia vulgaris): This herb is used to treat a variety of health issues. However, 
scientific evidence for its use is still lacking and may cause certain side effects [52].

10.	Ma Huang (Ephedra sinica): This herb is used for weight loss and energy boost. However, 
its use can cause serious side effects, and the scientific evidence on its effectiveness is still 
controversial [29].

5.2.2  Probiotics

Probiotics are used to regulate the gut microbiota and improve overall health. Various studies have 
shown that probiotics can improve digestive health, boost the immune system, and even positively 
affect mood and brain function [53].

Probiotics are microorganisms that are usually bacteria and have health-promoting effects. 
Probiotics are defined by the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) as “live microorganisms, which, when taken in appropriate amounts, benefit 
the health of the host” [54].

5.2.2.1  Health Effects of Probiotics
Scientific studies have shown that probiotics have positive effects on digestive system health, 
immune system functions, mental health, and cardiovascular health [53].

1.	Digestive Health: Probiotics play an important role in the management of digestive disor-
ders such as irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), and diar-
rhea [55]. Lactobacillus and Bifidobacterium species are often used in the management of 
these conditions.

2.	 Immune Health: Probiotics can help regulate the immune system. There is evidence that  
probiotics have positive effects on the prevention and management of viral infections and 
allergies [56].

3.	Mental Health: In recent years, the effect of probiotics on mental health through the brain-
gut axis has attracted more and more attention. Research has shown that certain types of 
probiotics can relieve symptoms of anxiety and depression [57].

4.	Cardiovascular Health: Certain types of probiotics have been shown to have the ability to 
lower cholesterol levels and regulate blood pressure, indicating that they may have positive 
effects for cardiovascular health [58].

5.2.2.2  Safety and Side Effects of Probiotics
In general, probiotics are considered safe for healthy individuals. However, the use of probiotics in 
immunocompromised individuals or patients with serious health problems may bring some risks. 
These include infections, metabolic effects, and risks of gene transfer [59].
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Below are shared specific probiotics and their possible side effects:

1.	Lactobacillus acidophilus: A well-known type of probiotic. It is often found in yogurt 
and other fermented foods. Benefits include prevention of diarrhea, alleviation of lactose 
intolerance, and prevention of vaginal infections. It is generally considered safe but can 
sometimes cause mild side effects such as gas and bloating [59].

2.	Bifidobacterium bifidum: It is an important part of the intestinal microflora and is used in the 
prevention and treatment of diarrhea, irritable bowel syndrome, and certain allergies. It has 
few side effects, but people with weakened immune systems may be at risk of infection [53].

3.	Saccharomyces boulardii: This probiotic yeast is effective in preventing antibiotic-associ-
ated diarrhea and Clostridium difficile infection. It is generally safe but can cause funge-
mia (fungal infection in the blood) in immunocompromised people [60].

4.	Lactobacillus reuteri: This probiotic helps improve digestive health and prevent tooth 
decay. It is generally considered safe but may cause gas and bloating in some people [61].

5.	Streptococcus thermophilus: Used to make yogurt and cheese and can alleviate lactose 
intolerance. This probiotic is generally safe, but very rarely can cause infections, especially 
in people with weakened immune systems [54].

6.	Lactobacillus casei: This probiotic improves gut health and prevents diarrhea. It is generally 
considered safe but can cause mild side effects such as bloating and gas in some people [59].

7.	Bifidobacterium longum: Used for the prevention and treatment of diarrhea, IBS, and lac-
tose intolerance. It is safe for most people but can rarely cause infections in people with 
weakened immune systems [53].

8.	Lactobacillus rhamnosus GG: This probiotic supports gut health and specifically prevents 
diarrhea. It is generally considered safe but may cause mild side effects such as gas and 
bloating in some people [59].

9.	Bifidobacterium lactis: This probiotic improves intestinal transit time and prevents con-
stipation. It is generally considered safe but can cause infections in people with weakened 
immune systems [53].

10.	Lactobacillus plantarum: This probiotic is used for digestive health, eczema, and the treat-
ment of ulcerative colitis. It is generally considered safe, but it can cause gas and bloating 
in some individuals [59].

11.	Lactobacillus salivarius: This type of probiotic is usually found in the mouth and intes-
tines and usually helps prevent tooth decay and periodontal disease. It is generally consid-
ered safe but, in some people, it can cause gas and bloating [62].

12.	Lactobacillus gasseri: May improve digestive health and promote weight loss. It is gener-
ally safe but can cause gas and bloating [63].

13.	Bifidobacterium animalis: It is a type of probiotic usually found in yogurt and can improve 
digestive health. It is safe for most people but can cause infections in people who are 
immunosuppressed [64].

14.	Enterococcus faecium: Supports gut health and may help prevent diarrhea. However, some 
strains of this strain can be resistant and pose a risk of infection, so caution should be 
exercised in its use [65].

15.	Bacillus coagulans: This probiotic improves digestive health and may relieve symptoms of 
irritable bowel syndrome, rheumatoid arthritis, and vulvovaginal candidiasis. It is gener-
ally considered safe but can cause gas and bloating in some people [66].

16.	Leuconostoc mesenteroides: Often found in fermented foods and improve digestive health. 
It is safe for most people but can rarely cause infections in people with weakened immune 
systems [67].

17.	Pediococcus acidilactici: This probiotic helps balance the gut microbiota and prevent diar-
rhea. It is generally considered safe but may cause mild side effects such as gas and bloat-
ing in some individuals [68].
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18.	Bifidobacterium breve: It is effective in balancing the intestinal microflora and preventing 
diarrhea. It is generally safe but can cause infections in people with weakened immune 
systems [69].

19.	Lactobacillus brevis: This probiotic boosts the immune system and supports diges-
tive health. It is generally considered safe, but it can cause gas and bloating in some  
people [70].

20.	Lactobacillus paracasei: Improves gut health and may alleviate allergies. It’s generally con-
sidered safe, but it can cause mild side effects such as gas and bloating in some people [71].

5.2.3  Acupuncture

Acupuncture is a treatment method based on the placement of fine needles at specific points on the 
body to treat certain health problems. Acupuncture has been shown to be effective in a number of 
conditions, particularly pain management and migraine treatment [72].

5.2.4  Mediation and Mind–Body Therapies

Meditation, yoga, and other mind–body therapies are used to manage stress, reduce anxiety, and 
improve overall quality of life. There is extensive scientific evidence that these therapies have posi-
tive effects on both physical and mental health [73].

The examples described in this section illustrate the breadth and diversity of research in the 
natural health sciences. But the strength and quality of scientific evidence vary greatly and may only 
apply to certain conditions and populations, not every treatment.
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Ethical and Regulatory 
Concerns in Natural 
Health Sciences

Ethical and regulatory issues in the natural health sciences often parallel the ethical and regula-
tory issues of traditional medicine and scientific methodology. However, the natural health sci-
ences have some characteristics that sometimes differ from traditional medicine, and this raises 
its own unique ethical and regulatory issues.

6.1  ETHICAL MATTERS

The ethical issues of the natural health sciences often focus on issues such as consumer awareness, 
information sharing, lack of scientific evidence, and misleading marketing practices.

6.1.1  Consumer Awareness

Users of natural health products and practices often have incomplete or misleading information 
about the safety and efficacy of the products. This raises the responsibility of natural health prac-
titioners to provide their patients with complete and accurate information about the potential risks 
and limitations of these products [1].

Consumer awareness has a critical role to play in the natural health sciences. When it comes to 
both traditional and alternative health practices, it is important for individuals to be informed in 
their decision-making process, to choose the right options and to receive effective treatment.

Users of natural health products and therapies often have incomplete or misleading informa-
tion about the safety and efficacy of products and practices. This raises the responsibility of natu-
ral health practitioners to provide their patients with complete and accurate information about 
the potential risks and limitations of these products [1]. This has become the health practitioner’s 
ethical obligation as part of sharing information.

If product labels and descriptions are misleading or incomplete, it may be possible for consum-
ers to have a misleading perception of a product’s effectiveness, safety, and potential side effects. 
This can lead consumers to use potentially harmful or ineffective products and make the wrong 
decisions that can worsen their health [2].

Lack of information, misleading information, or incomprehensible information can make it 
difficult or even impossible for consumers to make the right health decisions. Therefore, it is the 
responsibility of natural health practitioners, regulators, and policymakers to ensure that con-
sumers have access to accurate and understandable information. This awareness-raising process 
is necessary for users to be able to make informed decisions about natural health products and 
therapies [1].

Consumer awareness also enables natural health practitioners to deliver their services in an 
ethical and professional manner. When patients receive the information, they need to understand 
treatment options and actively participate in treatment processes, they can achieve better health 
outcomes [2].

6
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6.1.2  Information Sharing

Natural health practitioners have an obligation to provide their patients and other health care provid-
ers with clear and accurate information about the natural health practices and products used. They 
should also provide the information needed to enable patients to make informed decisions about 
their own health conditions and treatment options [2].

Sharing information is an important ethical issue in the natural health sciences. An open and 
honest exchange of information between practitioners and consumers promotes effective and safe 
treatment processes. Information sharing helps practitioners and consumers make informed deci-
sions about healthcare, treatment options, and potential risks.

Natural health practitioners have an obligation to provide their patients and other health care 
providers with clear and accurate information about the natural health practices and products used. 
This information may be about how effective a treatment is, under what conditions it should be used, 
its potential side effects and risks, and how it interacts with other treatment options [2].

However, for information sharing to be effective, information must be accurate, up-to-date, and 
based on scientific evidence. Misleading, incomplete, or outdated information can cause consumers 
to make erroneous decisions or be unnecessarily skeptical of healthcare.

Another aspect of information sharing is its enablement of patients to make informed decisions 
about their own health conditions and treatment options. When sharing information with their 
patients, practitioners need to communicate in a language and style that patients can understand. 
Thus, patients can better understand treatment processes and possible outcomes and have more 
control over their own health status [1].

There are numerous studies that emphasize the importance of information sharing in natural 
health sciences. These studies show that sharing information can positively influence patients’ treat-
ment processes and outcomes. Therefore, information sharing is recognized as a fundamental part 
of ethical practices in the natural health sciences [2].

6.1.3  Lack of Scientific Evidence

Natural health products and practices generally do not face the same level of scrutiny and regulation 
as scientifically proven treatment methods. This can make it difficult for users and practitioners to 
determine whether a treatment really works or is potentially harmful [1].

6.1.4  Misleading Marketing Practices

Some natural health products and services may be marketed with misleading or exaggerated claims. 
This can lead consumers to purchase and use harmful or ineffective products [2].

6.2  REGULATORY AFFAIRS

The regulatory issues of the natural health sciences often include issues such as the regulation 
of products and services, licensing, education and standards, and the circulation of counterfeit 
products.

In the natural health sciences, regulatory bodies play an important role in determining the safety, 
effectiveness, and quality of practices and products in this field. However, regulation of natural 
health practices and products can be handled differently in various countries, which can affect both 
practitioners and consumers.

The primary regulatory issues relate to how the safety and efficacy of natural health practices 
and products are proven and evaluated. In many countries, the issue of whether natural health prod-
ucts and practices are subject to the same regulatory standards as other health products, such as 
medicines and medical devices, is controversial [3].
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Many countries have specific regulations on the marketing and sale of natural health products. 
However, these regulations often vary from country to country and often allow conclusions to be 
drawn about the safety or effectiveness of a product without sufficient scientific evidence [3].

Regulation of natural health practices also includes training and certification of practitioners. In 
many countries, natural health practitioners are subject to regulations that require them to have a 
certain level of education and to provide practices that meet certain standards. The enforcement and 
supervision of these regulations depend, in most cases, on regulatory authorities [3].

Dissolving regulatory issues in the natural health sciences is important to ensure the safety and 
effectiveness of practices and products in this field. However, this requires practitioners, regulators, 
and policymakers to work together to ensure the scientifically proven safety and efficacy of natural 
health practices and products [3].

6.2.1  Regulation of Products and Services

Regulation of natural health products and services is often important to ensure consumer reassur-
ance. However, the inadequacy or lack of these regulations can lead to the provision of potentially 
harmful or ineffective products and services to consumers [1, 4].

In the natural health sciences, products and services are often regulated differently than tradi-
tional medical practices and products. This is mainly because natural health products and services 
are often based on long-standing traditions and are generally not supported by scientific research or 
to a lesser extent supported.

Regulation of natural health products, in most countries, includes certain categories, such as nutri-
tional supplements, herbal remedies, and homeopathic products. There are various regulations on the 
labeling, safety standards, marketing practices, and production processes of these products [5]. These 
regulations are generally intended to provide safe and effective products to consumers.

The regulation of natural health care often focuses on practitioners, which requires specific train-
ing and certification. Practices such as acupuncture, massage therapy, naturopathy, and chiropractic 
are generally subject to specific training and licensing requirements [6]. However, these regulations 
may vary from country to country.

The regulation of both natural health products and services is aimed at protecting the consumer 
and protecting public health. However, the effectiveness and enforceability of these regulations 
depend on several factors, such as the scientific evidence of products and services, the training of 
practitioners, and the supervisory ability of regulatory authorities.

6.2.2  Licensing

The training and licensing requirements for natural health practitioners are often not the same as 
those for traditional medical practitioners. This means that there can be a wide variation between 
education and skill levels which can pose a potential risk to consumers [2].

Licensing in natural health sciences is a process that certifies that practitioners have reached a 
certain level of education and provide services that meet certain standards. Licensing usually results 
in a document or certificate that demonstrates that a practitioner is skilled in a particular natural 
health discipline and is working in accordance with a code of ethics [6].

The licensing process typically requires education, experience, and usually the completion of an 
exam. This process is usually managed by one or more supervisory boards that evaluate a practitio-
ner’s knowledge and skills in a particular natural health discipline.

Licensing provides consumers with the ability to document practitioners’ competencies and 
integrity. It also allows regulatory agencies to monitor practitioners’ professional behavior and prac-
tices and implement disciplinary measures as needed.

However, the licensing process and requirements can vary greatly from natural health discipline 
to discipline and from country to country. For example, in some countries, there may be a certain 
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level of education and certification requirement for natural health practitioners, while in other coun-
tries these requirements may be less stringent or not at all [6].

However, the licensing process provides consumers with a degree of assurance that practitio-
ners are proficient in a particular natural health discipline. This is especially important where 
there is widespread uncertainty about the quality and effectiveness of natural health practices and 
products.

6.2.3  Training and Standards

The lack of training and standards in the natural health sciences means that there can be wide varia-
tion between practitioners’ abilities and ethical obligations. This can make it difficult to provide 
consumers with accurate and effective treatments (Ernst, 2002).

Education and standards in the natural health sciences play an important role in determining 
practitioners’ competencies and the quality of natural health practices and products. Training helps 
practitioners develop their knowledge and skills in a particular natural health discipline, while stan-
dards determine how those knowledge and skills are to be applied [6].

Training for natural health practitioners often involves developing a thorough knowledge and 
understanding of a particular natural health discipline. This usually includes basic medical issues 
such as human anatomy and physiology, diagnosis and treatment of diseases, patient care, and eth-
ics, as well as certain natural health practices such as herbal remedies, nutrition, acupuncture, or 
massage therapy.

Standards determine how practitioners should practice in a particular natural health discipline. 
This usually includes issues such as patient assessment and care, application techniques, informing 
patients and obtaining their consent, and ethical rules. Standards can also cover areas such as the 
production, labeling, and marketing of natural health products.

Training and standards help practitioners provide consumers with safe and effective natural 
health practices and products. However, education and standards can vary from natural health dis-
cipline to discipline and from country to country. This creates both opportunities and challenges for 
natural health practitioners, consumers, and regulators [6].

Example 1:  Acupuncture Training and Standards

Acupuncture is a licensed practice in many countries and requires intensive training, usually last-
ing 3-4 years. This training usually includes human anatomy, physiology, and diseases, as well as 
the theory and practice of acupuncture. Acupuncture standards generally cover issues such as 
needle application, sterilization techniques, evaluation, and approval of patients [7].

Example 2:  Herbal Medicine Education and Standards

Herbal medicine practitioners often receive extensive education about the medicinal uses of 
herbs and their potential side effects. Herbal medicine standards generally cover issues such as 
the correct and safe use of herbal products, product quality and labeling, and informing patients 
and obtaining their consent [8].

Example 3:  Massage Therapy Training and Standards

Massage therapists usually receive extensive training in human anatomy, physiology and bio-
mechanics, massage and bodywork techniques, ethics, and business practices. Massage therapy 
standards usually cover topics such as massage techniques, evaluation and approval of patients, 
hygiene, and ethical rules [9].
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Example 4:  Homeopathy Training and Standards

Homeopathic practitioners receive extensive training in homeopathic principles, homeopathic 
uses of substances, patient evaluation and management, and ethical and professional practices. 
Homeopathy standards generally cover issues such as the correct and safe use of homeopathic 
products, product quality and labeling, and informing patients and obtaining their consent [10].

6.2.4  Circulation of Counterfeit Products

Misleading labeling, misleading marketing practices, and counterfeit products are major issues in 
the regulation of natural health products and services. Such practices can put consumers’ health at 
risk and damage the reputation of natural health sciences [1].

In the natural health sciences, the circulation of counterfeit products is a serious issue that threat-
ens the health and safety of consumers. This is often characterized by fake, counterfeit, or mislead-
ing labeling or marketing practices. Counterfeit products often contain low-quality or contaminated 
natural health products that are neither effective nor safe as stated on their labels [11].

Some counterfeit products may contain misleading or incomplete information about when the 
ingredients they contain are not in the correct dose or at all. This can lead consumers to use potentially 
harmful or ineffective products based on misleading information. In addition, counterfeit products 
can often have low manufacturing standards, which can lead to contamination or other safety issues.

The issue of counterfeit products being circulated is a major concern for regulatory agencies, 
consumers, and natural health practitioners. This topic illustrates the importance and complexity of 
ethical and regulatory issues in the field of natural health sciences.

Regulators have developed various strategies to remove counterfeit products from circulation 
and inform consumers of the possible dangers of these products. However, for these efforts to be 
effective, consumers and practitioners need to become more aware of this issue, and their ability to 
recognize counterfeit products needs to be improved [11].

6.3  PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS AND TRAINING

In the professional practice of the natural health sciences, standards and training determine prac-
titioners’ levels of competence, ethical behavior, and ultimately patient outcomes. It also assures 
consumers of the quality and reliability of natural health services.

Professional standards are rules and guidelines that determine the knowledge, skills, and ethi-
cal behavior of natural health care providers. These are usually set by professional associations or 
regulatory bodies and cover topics such as the implementation of natural health care, patient care, 
education, continuous professional development, and ethical practices. Standards are vital to ensure 
the quality and reliability of services and practices [6].

The training provides natural health care providers with the necessary knowledge and skills. 
Education often includes a broad and in-depth knowledge and understanding of a particular natural 
health discipline. This usually includes basic medical issues such as human anatomy and physiology, 
diagnosis and treatment of diseases, patient care, and ethics, as well as certain natural health prac-
tices such as herbal remedies, nutrition, acupuncture, or massage therapy. Education is also important 
for continuous professional development and the maintenance of professional competencies [5].

6.3.1  Professional Standards

Professional standards determine how practitioners should practice in a particular natural health 
discipline. This usually includes issues such as patient assessment and care, application techniques, 
informing patients and obtaining their consent, and ethical rules. Standards can also cover areas 
such as the production, labeling, and marketing of natural health products.
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Some natural health disciplines require their practitioners to have a certain level of education 
and/or a specific certification. For example, acupuncture practitioners usually must have completed 
a specific training program and passed a certification exam [7].

Professional standards are rules and guidelines established to determine the appropriateness and 
ethics of practitioners in the natural health sciences. These standards regulate practitioners’ profes-
sional skill levels, knowledge, and approaches to patient care. These standards are often created by 
professional associations or regulatory bodies [12].

Professional standards for natural health practitioners cover a variety of areas. Some of these 
areas include:

1.	Clinical Practice: Professional standards regulate practitioners’ clinical practice. This 
includes topics such as the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of a patient, patient ser-
vices, and practice techniques.

2.	Training and Certification: Professional standards often determine the training and cer-
tification requirements of practitioners. This may include the need for a specific level of 
education or completion of a certificate program.

3.	Code of Ethics: Professional standards determine the ethical behavior of practitioners. 
This includes issues such as protecting patients’ privacy, obtaining consent, and providing 
accurate information.

4.	Continuous Professional Development: Professional standards often set requirements for 
continuous professional development for practitioners to keep their professional knowledge 
and skills up-to-date.

Professional standards for natural health practitioners ensure that patients are safe and receive 
the highest quality care. In addition, these standards help promote broader acceptance of natural 
health practices in society and reassure consumers of practitioners’ competencies and ethics [6].

Examples of Professional Standards

1.	Clinical Practice: The American Association of Naturopathic Physicians requires its 
members to follow certain standards when evaluating patients, making diagnoses, and 
creating treatment plans. This includes a complete evaluation of the patient’s medical 
history, appropriate laboratory tests, and other diagnostic procedures [13].

2.	Training and Certification: The American Massage Therapy Association requires that cer-
tified massage therapists have reached a certain level of training and attend continuing 
education courses. This ensures that the knowledge and skills of massage therapists are 
constantly updated and improved [14].

3.	Code of Ethics: The American Holistic Nurses Association has published a code of ethics 
that requires its members to protect patients’ privacy, provide them with complete and 
accurate information, and always have their patients’ best interests in mind [15].

4.	Continuing Professional Development: The American Association of Acupuncture and 
Oriental Medicine requires acupuncture and oriental medicine practitioners to attend 
continuing professional development courses and complete a certain number of training 
hours over a specified period of time. This ensures that practitioners’ knowledge and 
skills are up-to-date and effective [16].

6.3.2  Education

Training enables natural health practitioners to gain competence in a specific discipline. Training 
programs usually cover a range of topics, ensuring that the practitioner has a comprehensive knowl-
edge and skill set. These topics often include anatomy, physiology, pathology, medical ethics and 
law, medical terms, pharmacology, and techniques in the specific discipline.
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Education is essential for the practitioner to be able to effectively assess patients, make the correct 
diagnosis, and create an effective treatment plan. The training also helps the practitioner understand 
their ethical and legal responsibilities and practice in accordance with professional standards [5].

Education is an important part of the professional standards in the field of natural health sciences. The 
right training and certification ensure that natural health practitioners are skilled and knowledgeable in 
their profession. Education also helps practitioners provide safe and effective care to their patients [12].

Education in the natural health sciences generally covers the following areas:

1.	Basic Medical Knowledge: Natural health practitioners often receive extensive training in 
basic medical knowledge. This includes topics such as anatomy, physiology, biochemistry, 
and pathology.

2.	Unique Knowledge and Skills: Each natural health discipline is based on the requirement 
to have its own unique set of knowledge and skills. This may include various massage tech-
niques for a massage therapist, herbal remedies and diet therapies for a naturopath, or under-
standing traditional Chinese medical theories and acupuncture points for an acupuncturist.

3.	Clinical Experience: Natural health education often includes clinical experience or an 
internship. This allows practitioners to have the opportunity to work with real patients, 
under the supervision of an experienced mentor.

4.	Continuing Education: Natural health practitioners are often required to attend continuing 
education courses to keep their professional knowledge and skills up-to-date.

The training gives natural health practitioners the ability to provide the best care to their patients 
and also helps practitioners keep abreast of developments and research in their profession. This 
helps promote wider acceptance of natural health sciences in society and reassures consumers of 
practitioners’ qualifications and training [6].

Some important organizations that provide education in natural health sciences are:

1.	Bastyr University (USA): Founded in 1978, Bastyr offers degrees in naturopathy, acupuncture 
and oriental medicine, nutrition, herbal sciences, Ayurveda, and psychology in science [17].

2.	National University of Natural Medicine (USA): Founded in 1956, this university offers 
degrees in naturopathic medicine, classical Chinese medicine, nutrition, global health, and 
integrative health research [18].

3.	Australian College of Natural Medicine (Australia): One of Australia’s leading schools of 
natural medicine. It offers training in the fields of acupuncture, naturopathy, nutrition, and 
Western herbal medicine [19].

4.	Canadian College of Naturopathic Medicine (Canada): Founded in 1978, this college is one 
of the few institutions in Canada that trains naturopathic doctors [20].

5.	Beijing University of Chinese Medicine (China): This university is the largest and oldest 
traditional Chinese medicine university in the world and offers education to both local and 
international students [21].

6.	University of Westminster (UK): The Department of Relevance and Natural Health Sciences 
at this university offers a range of courses on herbal medicine and naturopathy [22].

6.4  LEGAL AND REGULATORY FRAMEWORKS

Because the natural health sciences are a thriving field, regulations and legal frameworks can vary 
from country to country and even from region to region. Nevertheless, specific legal and regulatory 
frameworks are important for the safety of consumers and the protection of product quality.

1.	Product and Service Regulations: Natural health products and services are generally sub-
ject to a set of regulations, such as medical products and services. For example, in the 
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United States, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulates dietary supplements 
and homeopathic remedies, while the Federal Trade Commission (FTC) regulates the mar-
keting of these products [23, 24]. These regulations ensure the safety and effectiveness of 
products and protect consumers from misleading claims.

2.	Licensing and Certification: Most natural health practitioners must obtain licensing or cer-
tification to certify that they are complying with professional standards. For example, in 
many states, naturopathic doctors can become licensed provided they have reached a cer-
tain level of education and passed an exam. Such requirements ensure the competence of 
practitioners and their compliance with professional standards [25].

3.	Ethical Standards and Professional Rules: Professional associations in the field of natural 
health sciences generally establish ethical standards and professional rules that their mem-
bers adhere to. This is important to protect the rights of patients and elevate the reputation 
of the profession [5].

4.	Research and Clinical Trial Arrangements: Research and clinical trials in the natural 
health sciences are also often regulated. These regulations ensure that research complies 
with ethical and scientific standards and help protect patients [5].

Although regulations depend on the country and region, there is a general sense of respect and 
acceptance in the field of natural health sciences around the world. This is important both to protect 
consumers and to ensure the quality and effectiveness of natural health services.
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The Future of Natural 
Health Sciences

Natural Health Sciences is a constantly developing and growing field with scientific and technologi-
cal advances as well as the ever-increasing health awareness of society. This sector is expanding 
people’s capabilities to protect and improve their health while offering new and effective treatments.

7.1  PERSONALIZED MEDICINE

Personalized medicine (also known as precision medicine) is a healthcare approach based on the 
development of individualized treatment and preventive strategies, taking into account a patient’s 
genetic, environmental, and lifestyle factors. This approach aims to create more accurate and effec-
tive strategies to prevent, diagnose, and treat diseases [1–3].

Personalized medicine provides customized healthcare solutions for individual patients, taking 
into account genetic, environmental, and lifestyle factors. Natural health sciences can be used as 
part of personalized medicine. For example, the determination of the most appropriate herbal treat-
ments for the genetic structure or lifestyle of a particular patient can be demonstrated.

With the proliferation of advanced genetic and genomic testing, personalized medicine is a rap-
idly evolving field. These tests determine a patient’s genetic makeup, allowing them to determine 
the most appropriate treatment specific to their genetic makeup and better predict disease risks.

In the natural health sciences, personalized medicine often involves recommending specific 
diets, exercise programs, herbal remedies, and other natural health practices in relation to genetic, 
environmental, and lifestyle factors. For example, a patient’s genetic test results may indicate that a 
particular herbal remedy or dietary supplement may be more effective for him.

Additionally, based on a patient’s lifestyle and environmental factors like their stress levels, diet, 
or exercise habits, a personalized health and wellness (also known as wellness) program can be 
created that is most effective for them. This holds great hope for the future of medicine and health 
care, aiming to achieve better health outcomes and a higher quality of life for patients. Personalized 
treatments include:

7.1.1  Personalized Herbal Treatment

Some herbal remedies can be customized according to the genetic makeup, lifestyle, and health sta-
tus of the individual. For example, the effectiveness of ginseng and echinacea may vary from person 
to person, and this may be related to genetic and environmental factors [4].

7.1.2  Personalized Aromatherapy

Some people may be more sensitive to certain essential oils, and this may be due to genetic or 
environmental factors. Aromatherapy treatments can be customized according to an individual’s 
needs and reactions [5].

7.1.3  Personalized Acupuncture

Acupuncture treatments can be customized based on an individual’s energy (Qi) flow, overall health, 
and specific health issues. Different acupuncture points provide different therapeutic effects [6].

7
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7.1.4  Personalized Diet and Nutrition

Customized nutrition recommendations can be made based on the individual’s genetic makeup, life-
style, and health status. This can be vitamin and mineral supplements, as well as diets that contain 
or exclude certain nutrients [7].

7.1.5  Personalized Mindfulness and Meditation

Mindfulness and meditation techniques can be tailored to suit the individual’s personal needs and 
goals. For example, some individuals may respond better to calming techniques, while others may 
respond better to more active techniques [8].

7.1.6  Personalized Yoga

Yoga poses and breathing techniques can be tailored to an individual’s flexibility, strength, and 
overall health. Yoga can also be customized to address specific health issues, such as low back pain 
or stress management [9].

7.1.7  Personalized Massage Therapy

Massage therapy can be customized according to an individual’s health status, lifestyle, and specific 
health goals. For example, different techniques, such as deep tissue massage or Swedish massage, 
provide different therapeutic effects [10].

7.1.8  Personalized Ayurveda

Ayurvedic medicine offers customized treatment strategies based on an individual’s dosha (body 
type) and overall health status. This can include both nutritional recommendations and herbal 
remedies [11].

7.1.9  Personalized Homeopathy

Homeopathic medicine offers customized treatment based on an individual’s overall health status, 
symptoms, and lifestyle. How an individual will respond to a particular homeopathic remedy can 
vary greatly from person to person [12].

7.1.10  Personalized Reiki

Reiki energy healing can be tailored to an individual’s energy levels and health status. Reiki prac-
titioners may focus on specific chakras or energy centers to dissolve energy blocks and promote 
overall well-being [13].

7.2  INTEGRATIVE HEALTH APPROACHES

This approach combines natural health practices with traditional medical treatments. For example, 
a patient may also use holistic practices such as yoga or meditation while undergoing cancer treat-
ment. Integrative health aims to enable patients to play a more active role in the treatment process 
and improve their overall quality of life [14–16].

Integrative health is an approach that combines traditional and complementary health practices. 
This approach focuses on promoting the physical, mental, and emotional health of the individual 
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as a whole and is patient-centered. Integrative health encourages the active participation of patients 
and includes self-care and prevention strategies.

One of the important features of the integrative health approach is the personalization of treat-
ment. This is based on the understanding that each individual’s genetic, environmental, and lifestyle 
factors have an impact on their own health status and treatment responses. Hence, integrative health 
practitioners can customize treatments to meet each patient’s unique needs and goals.

The integrative health approach can combine many different treatment modules. These often 
combine conventional medicine (e.g., medications and surgery) with complementary therapies (e.g., 
herbal medicine, acupuncture, massage, yoga, and meditation). The treatment plan is usually based 
on a holistic assessment of the patient and can include both physical and emotional, mental, and 
social health goals.

Another important feature of the integrative health approach is that it emphasizes prevention. 
This is accomplished by encouraging lifestyle changes (e.g., healthy eating, regular exercise, and 
stress management techniques) and encouraging patients to take active steps to improve their health 
and prevent disease.

This approach has become increasingly popular in recent years, and many health institutions 
have established private clinics and centers that provide integrative health services. In addition, 
many medical schools and nursing schools have also incorporated integrative health practices into 
their curricula.

More research is still needed to evaluate the efficacy and safety of the integrative health approach. 
However, current evidence suggests that this approach can improve the quality of life of patients 
with chronic diseases and lower the cost of health care.

Some medical centers that adopt an integrative health approach are listed below:

1.	Duke Integrative Medicine: The Duke University Health System is home to an inte-
grative medicine center that serves the holistic health and recovery needs of patients. 
Duke Integrative Medicine takes a personalized medicine approach and provides its 
patients with a treatment plan tailored to their individual needs. This is an approach that 
combines traditional medicine practices with complementary and alternative medicine 
practices [17].

2.	Cleveland Clinic’s Center for Integrative and Lifestyle Medicine: The Cleveland Clinic 
has established a center for integrative and lifestyle medicine. This center offers stress 
management, nutrition, movement, and complementary medicine practices to its patients. 
The center adopts an approach that combines traditional medicine practices with comple-
mentary and alternative medicine practices [18].

3.	Mayo Clinic’s Complementary and Integrative Medicine Program: The Mayo Clinic offers 
a variety of services to its patients through its complementary and integrative medicine 
program. These services include acupuncture, massage therapy, meditation, stress man-
agement, and more. With these services, Mayo Clinic aims to improve patients’ general 
health, manage diseases, and improve their quality of life [19].

4.	The Osher Center for Integrative Medicine: Major institutions such as the University of 
California, San Francisco (UCSF), and Harvard Medical School have established cen-
ters for integrative medicine. These centers offer a range of services designed to meet 
individual needs. Services often include acupuncture, yoga, meditation, massage therapy, 
nutritional counseling, and more [20].

5.	MD Anderson Cancer Center’s Integrative Medicine Program: MD Anderson Cancer 
Center offers an integrative medicine program that aims to improve patients’ quality of 
life during and after cancer treatments. This program includes services such as acupunc-
ture, massage therapy, meditation, physical therapy, energy therapy, and nutritional coun-
seling [21].
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7.3 � DIGITAL HEALTH AND TELEMEDICINE: APPLICATIONS  
TO NATURAL HEALTH SCIENCES

Digital health and telemedicine are changing the delivery of health care through the use of digital 
technologies. These technologies are increasingly used in the practice of natural health sciences and 
holistic medicine, as well as in the practice of general medicine. Thus, natural health sciences can 
reach a wider audience by using digital technologies. For example, a naturopath or dietitian may 
meet with patients through telemedicine or offer health and wellness courses on an online platform.

7.3.1  Digital Health and Natural Health Sciences

Digital health technologies can expand and deepen the practices and principles of the natural health 
sciences. Mobile health (“mHealth”) applications, such as helping users track nutrition, sleep, stress 
management, exercise, and other health-related behaviors. This type of personal information allows 
individuals to better understand their health status and adjust their natural approach to health to 
their individual needs [22].

Furthermore, digital health platforms allow users to obtain health information, nutrition and 
lifestyle guidance, and information about natural therapies. These platforms can help users feel 
informed and confident when making health-related decisions [23].

7.3.2  Telemedicine and Natural Health Sciences

Telemedicine plays an important role in overcoming barriers to access between natural health sci-
ence practitioners and patients. In many cases, access to natural health care can be difficult due to 
geographical restrictions. Telemedicine enables specialists to provide services to patients from their 
homes. This provides a significant advantage, especially for individuals living in rural and remote 
areas [24].

Telemedicine can also be used to support a variety of applications of natural health sciences. For 
example, services such as acupuncture, massage therapy, physiotherapy, dietetic counseling, and 
psychological counseling may be offered through video conferencing or other digital means [25].

However, the use of digital health and telemedicine in the natural health sciences depends on a 
number of factors, including access to technology, digital literacy, data privacy and security con-
cerns, regulatory frameworks, and reimbursement policies.

7.4  INNOVATIVE RESEARCH AND PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT

Scientific and technological advances are constantly creating new opportunities in the development 
of natural health products and services to improve existing practices and treatments. These pro-
cesses help build up scientific evidence on the effectiveness and safety of natural health approaches 
while also offering more treatment options for patients and healthcare professionals. For example, 
genetic engineering and biotechnology can be used in the development and customization of herbal 
medicines.

7.4.1  Innovative Research

Innovative research expands the existing knowledge base on efficacy and safety in the natural 
health sciences. For example, the sciences of genetics and epigenetics can help us better understand 
how a person’s genetic makeup and lifestyle factors (such as diet, exercise, and stress) interact and 
affect health status [26]. This knowledge supports the development of personalized natural health 
strategies.
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Another important area of research is microbiota research. In recent years, research on the effects 
of the human gut microbiota on health and disease has led to the development and use of probiotic 
and prebiotic products [27].

7.4.2  Product Development

Innovative research is also driving the development of natural health products. For example, some 
research shows that herbal remedies, vitamins, minerals, and other natural ingredients may be 
effective in managing specific health conditions [28]. This information can lead to the development 
of new natural health products and the improvement of existing ones.

However, these developments highlight the importance of scientific rigor and regulatory over-
sight of high standards in the natural health sciences. Solid scientific evidence must be provided 
for the effectiveness and safety of products, and regulatory frameworks must ensure that con-
sumers are safe and that dishonest and non-misleading information is used when advertising 
products [29].

7.5  SUSTAINABLE AND ETHICAL PRACTICES

In the future, natural health sciences are expected to promote sustainable and ethical practices. This 
includes issues such as the protection of natural resources, the adoption of fair-trade practices, and 
the protection of animal rights.

The natural health sciences are developing rapidly as a field that has the potential to expand the 
ways we maintain and improve health. The combination of science and technology and the power 
of nature can lead to more effective and personalized health solutions [30].

The applications of natural health sciences have an impact not only on the health of people, but 
also on the health of the planet. Therefore, sustainability and ethics should be at the heart of prac-
tices, research, and policies in this area.

7.5.1  Sustainability

Sustainability is directly related to the management and conservation of natural resources. 
For example, some herbal remedies contain ingredients derived from endangered species. 
This requires the conservation of biodiversity and the promotion of sustainable collection  
practices [31].

At the same time, the production and distribution of herbal remedies and other natural health 
products can use significant amounts of energy and water and cause greenhouse gas emissions. 
Therefore, the environmental impact of these processes must be minimized through the reduction 
of the carbon footprint and the use of sustainable packaging solutions [32].

7.5.2  Ethics

Ethics in the natural health sciences includes the responsibility to ensure that products and services 
are used safely, effectively, and fairly. This means honestly presenting scientific evidence, avoiding 
misleading or exaggerated claims, and enforcing ethical principles such as informed consent and 
patient confidentiality [33].

In addition, research and practice in this area should protect the rights and interests of consum-
ers, local communities, and indigenous peoples. For example, it is important that local and indig-
enous knowledge and practices are used fairly and ethically, without biopiracy [34].
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7.6  TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES AND THEIR IMPACT

Technological advances are influencing all aspects of the natural health sciences. Information 
access, data analysis, personalized treatments, and public health improvements are a few examples 
of these changes.

Technological advances have triggered a number of evolutions in the health field, but in the 
natural health sciences, these effects are particularly pronounced. Technology has significantly 
expanded access to information, the development of personalized treatments, and the ability to 
improve general public health.

7.6.1  Access to Advanced Information

Digitalization has significantly expanded the public’s access to information on natural health sci-
ences. The internet, social media, and mobile apps have enabled people to learn more about health 
care and alternative treatment options [35]. These technological advances have also encouraged 
faster and wider knowledge sharing, which has paved the way for more research and awareness in 
the natural health sciences.

7.6.2  Development of Personalized Therapies

Technology has enabled the development of personalized treatments based on genetic information. 
Genomic information can help determine how certain genetic variations contribute to susceptibility 
to diseases and how they respond to certain treatments. This allows healthcare professionals to cre-
ate more effective and personalized treatment protocols that take into account each patient’s unique 
genetic makeup [36].

7.6.3  Public Health Improvements

Telemedicine and other digital health care play an important role in overcoming barriers to access-
ing health care. Thanks to these technological advances, people have access to a wider range of 
healthcare services, regardless of their geographical location. This represents a great opportunity, 
especially for individuals living in rural or remote areas [37].

7.6.4  Examples of Developing Personalized Treatments

1.	23andMe: 23andMe uses technology to provide genetic information to consumers. Clients 
can use the genetic test results to determine health risks, genetic characteristics, and ances-
try information. Based on this genetic information, natural health products and lifestyle 
changes can be personalized [38].

2.	Fitbit: Fitbit is a wearable technology that allows users to track their health and wellness 
data. Users can track a range of data, from sleep quality to heart rate. This information can 
be used to make personalized recommendations for a healthier lifestyle within the frame-
work of natural health sciences [39].

3.	Headspace: This mobile app focuses on meditation and mental health. Users have access to 
personalized meditation and mental health programs to reduce stress, improve sleep qual-
ity, and support overall mental health [40].

4.	Teladoc: Teladoc offers telemedicine services so that patients can access healthcare ser-
vices regardless of their geographic location. This is especially important for individuals 
who live in rural areas or have limited mobility [41].
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5.	MyFitnessPal: This app helps users track their nutrition and exercise data. This can help 
choose the right nutritional and exercise options, allowing for a personalized approach to 
the natural health sciences [42].

7.6.5  Information Retrieval and Data Analysis

The Internet and digital technologies have facilitated access to information in the field of natural 
health sciences. This has enabled the general public, health professionals, and researchers to learn 
more about the effectiveness of alternative and complementary treatment methods [30].

Big data analytics and artificial intelligence also support research in the natural health sciences. 
Computerized analysis extracts meaningful information from large data sets and, for example, is 
used to analyze the effectiveness of herbal remedies.

Technological advances are transforming information access and data analysis in the natural 
health sciences and contributing on a large scale. The combination of science, medicine, and tech-
nology greatly increases the potential to improve the quality of health care and provide personalized 
health care.

7.6.5.1  Information Retrieval
Technological innovations in patient information access enable individuals to learn more about 
their own health status and make more informed decisions. For example, genetic testing kits allow 
individuals to identify genetic risk factors and select healthier lifestyle choices based on this infor-
mation [38].

In addition, web-based health information platforms and mobile health applications offer users 
access to health information anytime and anywhere. These platforms and apps can help users con-
trol symptoms, learn about illnesses, and search for healthcare services [42, 43].

7.6.5.2  Data Analysis
In the natural health sciences, data analysis can help better understand diseases, improve treat-
ment methods, and predict patients’ health outcomes. For example, big data analytics and 
machine learning techniques can be used to discover patterns and relationships in health data. 
These techniques can be used in disease diagnosis, treatment planning, and disease risk predic-
tion [44, 45].

In addition, analysis of genetic and genomic data can help identify genetic diseases and genetic 
risk factors. Genetic testing and genomic analyses could shape the future of personalized medicine 
because genetic information can improve the ability of individuals to predict health outcomes and 
treatment responses [46, 47]. The following are concrete examples of information retrieval and data 
analysis:

7.6.5.2.1  Information Access
1.	Genetic Testing Kits: Companies like 23andMe offer users the ability to understand genetic 

risk factors and the geography of their ancestors. This information is usually analyzed 
through a saliva sample collected from the home and made available to users online [38].

2.	Web-Based Health Information Platforms: WebMD is a popular health information web-
site that offers information on a wide range of health topics. This site allows users to get 
detailed information about specific diseases, conditions, and treatments [43].

3.	Mobile Health Apps: Apps like MyFitnessPal help users track calorie intake and physical 
activity. It also makes recommendations for users to achieve their goals [42].

7.6.5.2.2  Data Analysis
1.	Big Data Analysis: Big data analysis can extract meaningful information from complex 

and large data sets. For example, healthcare providers can evaluate the outcomes of certain 
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treatments by analyzing patient data or predicting patients’ risk of developing a particular 
disease [44].

2.	Machine Learning: Machine learning can help diagnose diseases and plan treatment. For 
example, a machine learning model can predict a patient’s risk of developing a particular 
disease using a patient’s medical history, lab test results, and other data [45].

3.	Genetic and Genomic Data Analysis: Genetic testing and genomic analysis can help iden-
tify genetic diseases and genetic risk factors. For example, a genetic test can determine 
whether an individual has a particular genetic disease or condition [46, 47].

7.6.6  Personalized Treatments

Technological advances have enabled the development of personalized treatments in the natural 
health sciences. Genetic and non-genetic biomarkers are used to determine how a person will 
respond to a particular treatment. This information can help create more effective and personalized 
treatment protocols.

Personalized treatments are an approach that considers a combination of genetic, environmental, 
and lifestyle factors. This acknowledges the idea that each individual is unique and therefore each 
patient needs a unique treatment. Some examples of natural medicine and personalized treatments 
are listed below:

1.	Personalized Nutrition Plans: Every person’s body is different, and this brings with it dif-
ferent nutritional needs. Natural health professionals can create a customized nutrition plan 
for each individual, taking into account genetics, lifestyle, and current health status [48].

2.	Herbal Remedies: Some herbal remedies can be customized based on an individual’s 
genetic makeup, lifestyle, and current health status. For example, for some individuals, 
valerian root may be effective for insomnia, while for others it may be less effective [49].

3.	Customized Detox Plans: Detoxification can help cleanse the body of toxins. However, 
each person’s detox needs may be different, so a natural health professional can create a 
customized detox plan for each individual [50].

4.	Personalized Physical Activity Plans: Each person’s physical activity needs and abilities 
are different. A natural health professional can create a customized exercise plan that takes 
into account an individual’s lifestyle, current health status, and personal goals [51].

5.	Customized Stress Management Techniques: Stress can contribute negatively to many 
health problems. A natural health professional can recommend customized stress manage-
ment techniques that take into account an individual’s lifestyle, stress levels, and personal 
preferences [52].

7.6.7  Public Health Improvements

Finally, technological advances have also influenced the application of natural health sciences 
aimed at improving the overall level of public health. Digital health technologies, such as telemedi-
cine and mobile health apps, have expanded access to health care. This is especially important for 
individuals living in rural or remote areas [53].

Public health is about implementing prevention strategies and health services to improve and 
protect the health of communities. In the field of natural health, public health can be improved in 
several ways:

1.	Herbal Remedies and Public Health: Various herbal remedies can improve public health 
in specific communities as they are often more cost-effective and easily accessible. For 
example, the use of the Artemisia Annua plant in the treatment of malaria is an important 
public health development in the fight against malaria [54].
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2.	Natural Nutrition Education: Teaching proper eating habits plays an important role, espe-
cially in preventing chronic diseases such as obesity and heart disease. Therefore, natural 
nutrition education programs can improve public health [55].

3.	Use of Traditional and Complementary Medicine: The World Health Organization has 
stated that Traditional and Complementary Medicine plays an important role in improving 
public health. For example, systems such as Ayurveda and traditional Chinese medicine 
can improve the overall health of individuals and prevent disease [56, 57].

4.	Mental Health and Natural Treatments: Natural treatments such as meditation, yoga, and 
acupuncture can help manage mental health issues such as depression and anxiety. These 
approaches may be particularly helpful for people who don’t have access to medications or 
want to avoid the side effects of medications [58].

5.	Natural Cures and Chronic Diseases: Natural health practices can play an important role 
in managing chronic diseases such as diabetes, hypertension, and asthma. For example, 
special diets, herbal remedies, and physical exercises can be used in addition to standard 
treatment methods in the management of these diseases [59].

7.7  THE ROLE OF NATURAL HEALTH SCIENCES IN GLOBAL HEALTH CARE

The role of the natural health sciences in global health care is based on a wide range of factors. 
These include public health needs, existing health services and treatment protocols, cultural prac-
tices and priorities, and the organization and financing of general health services. The potential 
contributions of natural health sciences and their role in global health care can be summarized 
as follows:

1.	Accessibility: Natural health sciences can play a critical role in providing access to health 
care, especially in developing countries and rural areas. Traditional medical practices 
often involve natural treatments that are adopted and practiced by local communities and 
are often low-cost. These treatments provide broader access to public health services and 
increase the sustainability of services [53].

2.	Holistic Approach: Most of the natural health sciences take a holistic approach to health 
and disease issues. This focuses on the overall health and well-being of the individual and 
includes not only the treatment of symptoms of the disease, but also lifestyle, nutrition, 
stress management, and more. This approach is particularly useful for the prevention and 
management of chronic diseases [60].

3.	Role of Patients: Natural health sciences encourage the active participation of patients in 
health care. This includes making informed decisions, lifestyle changes, and taking more 
responsibility for your own health care. This approach has the potential to improve health 
outcomes and reduce the cost of health care [61].

4.	Cultural Relevance: Many natural health practices are deeply linked to specific cultural 
contexts. This can increase the cultural relevance and therefore acceptance of these treat-
ments. Cultural relevance is an important factor in improving the effectiveness and sus-
tainability of health services [62].

5.	Sustainability: Natural health sciences are often based on natural and renewable resources. 
This can improve environmental sustainability and strengthen its capacity to respond to 
global environmental challenges such as climate change [63].
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Part II

Reflection of Natural Health 
Sciences in the Modern World

The second part of this book examines the application of natural health practices and insights in 
contemporary settings. This section examines a number of topics, including the role of physical 
activity and sports in the prevention and management of obesity, the importance of water for health, 
the benefits of seafood, and the role of food supplements. It also critically analyzes popular natural 
remedies, aromatherapy, and integrative healing approaches, exploring their scientific foundations 
and real-world applications. The chapters in this part of the book are listed below.

8. �MOVEMENT, SPORTS, AND TACKLING OBESITY: A JOURNEY  
TO HEALTH AND FREEDOM

Chapter 8 explores the transformative power of physical activity on overall well-being by providing 
a comprehensive analysis of how movement influences physical, mental, and emotional health, inte-
grating scientific research with practical insights. Readers will gain a deeper understanding of how 
sports contribute to a healthier lifestyle, with detailed discussions on injury prevention, effective 
exercise routines, and optimal nutrition. The chapter also tackles the pressing issue of obesity, pre-
senting its causes, consequences, and potential solutions through both empirical data and personal 
stories. By offering actionable strategies for combating obesity and promoting health, this chapter 
equips readers with the knowledge to incorporate sports and movement into their lives effectively, 
underscoring their role as essential components of a fulfilling and healthy existence.

9. A SIP OF LIFE: WATER, THE SILENT HERO OF OUR BODY

Chapter 9 explores the critical role of water in maintaining human health. This chapter highlights the 
profound effects of water on both physical and cognitive functions, supported by scientific research. 
Readers will explore the essential nature of water, its benefits, and the daily intake required to 
maintain optimal health. The chapter also examines the detrimental effects of dehydration on men-
tal health and the immune system, using specific examples to illustrate these effects. By revealing 
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the often overlooked power of this vital resource, the chapter equips readers with the knowledge to 
optimize their hydration practices, emphasizing the fundamental role of water in promoting overall 
well-being and vitality.

10. SEAFOOD: THE PRECIOUS GIFT OFFERED BY NATURE

Chapter 10 examines the exceptional nutritional advantages of seafood, derived from the expan-
sive and heterogeneous ecosystems of the world’s oceans. This chapter elucidates the profound 
nutritional value of different seafood, as they are vital for maintaining cardiovascular health, for-
tifying the immune system, and enhancing muscle and bone strength. Readers will gain insights 
into the distinctive nutrient profiles of diverse seafood species and their associated health ben-
efits. Additionally, the chapter addresses practical considerations such as environmental impacts 
and safety issues, offering a balanced perspective on incorporating seafood into a healthy diet. By 
outlining the diverse benefits and potential concerns associated with different types of seafood, this 
chapter provides readers with the knowledge to make informed dietary choices and fully appreciate 
seafood’s role in enhancing overall health.

11. FOOD SUPPLEMENTS: A STUDY IN THE LIGHT OF SCIENCE

Chapter 11 provides an examination of the various types of food supplements and elucidates their 
multifaceted roles and effects on human health. Readers will gain insights into the scientific evi-
dence supporting the benefits and risks associated with these supplements. The chapter assesses the 
potential benefits and risks associated with the use of supplements for health purposes. It provides 
a balanced overview of the scientific evidence and practical guidance on the appropriate use of 
supplements. By presenting an analysis of the available data and offering advice on the safe and 
effective use of supplements, this chapter empowers readers with the knowledge to make informed 
decisions about incorporating supplements into their health regimen. With a focus on evidence-
based information, readers will gain a deeper understanding of how these supplements can serve as 
valuable tools in maintaining and enhancing overall well-being.

12. POPULAR NATURAL CURES: SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE AND MYTHS

Chapter 12 explores the burgeoning interest in natural remedies and their efficacy. This chapter lays 
out a range of popular natural cures, differentiating between those supported by scientific research 
and those grounded in myth. Readers will gain insights into the advantages and limitations of vari-
ous natural treatments, from acacia fiber to zinc, providing a clear understanding of their potential 
health benefits and risks. By addressing both evidence-based treatments and common misconcep-
tions, the chapter empowers readers to make informed choices about integrating natural cures into 
their health routines. With a focus on scientific validation, this chapter serves as a valuable resource 
for anyone interested in navigating the landscape of natural remedies with a discerning and well-
informed approach.

13. AROMATHERAPY

Chapter 13 explores the therapeutic potential of essential oils and their diverse applications in pro-
moting physical and emotional well-being. This chapter provides an in-depth look at various forms 
of aromatherapy, including essential oils used in diffusers, bath products, candles, and facial steams. 
It discusses the scientific evidence behind the benefits of essential oils for health and relaxation, 
such as stress reduction, improved sleep, and skin care. Additionally, the chapter addresses the prac-
tical uses of aromatherapy products, from massage oils to hair masks, and highlights their potential 
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advantages and limitations. By examining the efficacy and applications of different aromatherapy 
practices, readers will gain valuable insights into how these natural remedies can enhance their 
overall wellness. The chapter also emphasizes the importance of consulting healthcare profession-
als before incorporating aromatherapy into one’s routine.

14. INTEGRATIVE APPROACHES TO HEALING

Chapter 14 explores the increasing interest in combining traditional and alternative therapies to 
enhance overall wellness. This chapter presents an analysis of two innovative modalities: music 
therapy and bioresonance therapy. The practice of music therapy employs the use of sound and 
rhythm as a means of addressing a range of emotional, cognitive, and physical health concerns. 
There is a growing body of evidence that supports the efficacy of music therapy in the reduction of 
anxiety, pain, and the enhancement of memory. Bioresonance therapy, conversely, seeks to reestab-
lish the body’s energy equilibrium through the utilization of electromagnetic frequencies, although 
the scientific substantiation of this approach remains a topic of contention. Furthermore, the chap-
ter investigates the interconnection between these therapies and religious and spiritual practices, 
emphasizing their capacity to reinforce holistic health methodologies. Through a comprehensive 
examination of these integrative techniques and their spiritual implications, readers will develop 
a more nuanced comprehension of how the integration of traditional and alternative therapies can 
contribute to a more comprehensive approach to health and healing.
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Movement, Sports, and 
Tackling Obesity
A Journey to Health and Freedom

Movement, a fundamental aspect of human existence, has the potential to influence individuals’ 
physical, mental, and emotional well-being. This chapter aims to serve as a scholarly reference and 
an analytical guide for those interested in sports and health sciences. Drawing upon scientific evi-
dence, it comprehensively assesses the role and significance of movement in our lives, particularly 
in relation to healthy living. The chapter also examines the effects of sports on physical health, 
meticulously analyzing its impact on mental well-being and overall quality of life.

Furthermore, practical recommendations are provided on exercising at the gym or in a home 
setting, as well as strategies for maintaining good health. Topics such as injury prevention during 
physical activities and appropriate pre- and post-exercise nutrition plans will also be addressed.

Sports are more than activities; they represent a way of life and a means to attain good health. 
To illustrate this, concrete examples and anecdotes are shared, enabling readers to comprehend and 
experience firsthand that sports are an essential pillar of a wholesome and contented life.

This chapter also delves into the intricate realm of obesity, drawing upon scientific evidence and 
personal narratives. Through this exploration, readers are hoped to gain insights into the causes and 
repercussions of obesity, as well as strategies for overcoming it.

8.1  BENEFITS AND HARM EQUATION OF SPORTS AND MOVEMENT

Movement is an important part of our lives at any age and any level. Whether one is a professional 
athlete or an individual aiming to keep an active daily life, regular physical activity is important for 
overall health and well-being. However, scientific studies on the benefits and harms of sports and 
movement suggest that we need to balance this carefully [1].

8.1.1  Benefits of Sports and Movement

Sports and movement have a positive impact primarily on our physical health. It may help prevent 
cardiovascular disease, type 2 diabetes, osteoporosis, and some types of cancer [2]. In particular, 
regular aerobic exercise has been observed to reduce the risk of heart disease, lower blood pressure, 
and increase levels of good cholesterol.

Physical activity also helps with weight management, maintains muscle and bone health, and 
may alleviate the symptoms of chronic diseases that occur with aging [3]. Regular exercise also 
improves sleep quality and increases energy levels [4].

However, the impact of sport and movement on mental health is also very important. Physical 
activity can help manage stress and reduce symptoms of depression and anxiety [5]. It may also help 
slow the cognitive decline associated with aging [6].

8.1.2  Harm Equation of Sports and Movement

Despite all these positive aspects, excessive and improper non-performance of sports and move-
ment can lead to harm. Sports injuries are examples of health problems that occur as a result 
of overexertion, overtraining, and improper techniques [7]. In addition, lack of movement or 
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excessive activity can have negative effects on the musculoskeletal system, which can lead to pain 
and long-term disability [8].

Improper diet and excessive intake of dietary supplements to improve sports performance can 
sometimes lead to damage to vital organs. Excessive protein consumption, in particular, can have 
negative effects on the kidneys [9].

8.1.3  Subjective Section and Concrete Examples

As it turned out, it is necessary to strike a balance between the benefits and harms of sports and 
movement. For example, a 40-year-old individual may choose to engage in moderate-intensity exer-
cise 3–4 times a week to maintain a healthy life. However, if they extend their exercise program 
to 7 days without following a proper exercise routine and proper nutrition, they may show signs of 
overtraining and may ultimately get injured.

As one integrates physical activity into their life, it’s important to know what’s healthy for and 
when the activity is overdone. With the guidance of a healthcare professional or a sports physiolo-
gist, one can set a strategy to minimize potential harms while maximizing the benefits of sport and 
movement.

8.1.3.1  Benefits
Let’s start with an example: Person A is a 65-year-old, active elderly individual who prefers to walk 
5 days a week. This regular movement helps Person A to maintain their cardiovascular health [2]. 
As a result, their cholesterol levels are balanced, their blood pressure remains under control, and 
their risk of type 2 diabetes is reduced.

Regular walks also improved her sleep quality and increased her overall energy levels [4]. This 
helps her feel younger and lead a more active life.

Person A’s story is a concrete example of how physical activity can improve an individual’s qual-
ity of life.

8.1.3.2  Harms
On the other hand, as an example of the harms of sports and movement, let’s consider Person B, a 
young football player. Person B has an intense football training and match schedule. Despite the 
intensity and frequency of workouts, they neglect to take a proper recovery and rest period. Over 
time, this condition begins to show signs of overtraining and can lead to serious disability [7].

Person B eventually starts taking nutritional supplements that contain protein, but not under the 
supervision of a doctor or dietitian. Excessive protein consumption can lead to negative effects on 
the kidneys over time [9].

These examples offer simple, understandable, and concrete stories to illustrate the effects of 
sport and movement on our health. They take into account both the positive effects (Person A’s 
story) and the potential harm (Person B’s story).

In conclusion, physical activity should be an integral part of our lives, but at the same time, we 
must be mindful and conscious. An appropriate balance and accurate information are necessary to 
both maximize the benefits of sport and movement and minimize their possible harm.

In terms of natural health sciences, there are many popular sports activities that people can do to 
support their overall health and well-being. Here are some of them:

1.	Walking: Walking is suitable for people of all ages and fitness levels. Walking improves 
cardiovascular health, tones muscles, and increases overall energy levels.

2.	Yoga: Yoga improves mental and physical health. It improves flexibility and balance, 
reduces stress, and improves overall quality of life.

3.	Pilates: Pilates strengthens core muscles, improves posture, and increases overall body 
strength.
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4.	Swimming: Swimming is a low-impact exercise and works the whole body. Swimming 
improves heart health and increases muscle strength and flexibility.

5.	Cycling: Cycling is a low-impact exercise and improves heart health, muscle strength, and 
endurance.

6.	Jogging: Running and jogging improve cardiovascular health, promote weight control, and 
improve overall quality of life.

7.	Dance: Dancing is an excellent exercise for both physical and mental health. Dancing 
improves attention and coordination, boosts heart health, and improves overall quality 
of life.

Each provides different physical benefits and is also associated with a variety of mental and 
emotional benefits. The effectiveness and benefits of each depend on the person’s overall health, 
age, physical condition, and personal goals related to sports. It’s always important to speak with a 
healthcare professional before starting a new exercise program.

Some sports activities that can be easily incorporated into everyday life for non-athletes include:

1.	Walking: Suitable for people of all ages. For example, you can take quick 15-minute walks 
during lunch breaks, get off one stop earlier and walk the rest if you’re using public trans-
portation, or use the elevator instead of taking the stairs.

2.	Cycling: It is a practical sports activity in daily life. For example, you can choose to use 
bicycles for short-distance trips or take bike tours with family or friends on weekends.

3.	Exercise at Home: Simple exercises done at home are suitable for people who do not have 
time to go to a gym. For example, while watching television, you can do simple weightlift-
ing movements during commercial breaks or do 5- to 10-minute yoga or Pilates sessions 
several times a day.

4.	Gardening: Gardening is a great way to stay active. For example, activities like mowing 
the lawn, picking leaves, or watering the garden not only keep your home clean and tidy, 
but also keep your body moving.

5.	Dancing: Turning on the music and dancing is both fun and a good exercise. For example, 
you can dance to music while cleaning or cooking at home.

6.	Climbing the Stairs: Climbing stairs instead of using the elevator is an easy way to exercise 
regularly every day. You can opt for this on your way to work or in shopping malls.

These examples show ways to increase physical activity in simple and effective ways in everyday 
life. Each can be done to promote a healthy lifestyle and improve overall health. The main thing is 
to incorporate physical activity into your life in a regular and enjoyable way.

Physical activity and exercise are extremely important not only for the physical health, but also 
for the mental health. Scientific research has shown that regular physical activity has a significant 
effect on anxiety, depression, and negative mood. It is also shown to improve overall quality of life, 
sleep quality, and cognitive functions.

8.1.3.3  Depression and Anxiety
Regular physical activity is effective in alleviating the symptoms of depression and anxiety. One 
study found that regular exercise can alleviate symptoms of depression, which may be equivalent 
to medication or psychotherapy [10]. Another study showed that exercise is effective in reducing 
anxiety symptoms [11].

8.1.3.4  Quality of Life and Sleep
Physical activity can improve overall quality of life and sleep quality. One study found that regular 
physical activity can improve quality of life [12]. There is also evidence that physical activity can 
improve sleep quality [4].
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8.1.3.5  Cognitive Functions
Physical activity can have a positive effect on cognitive functions, especially attention, memory, 
and processing speed. A number of studies have found that regular exercise can improve cognitive 
function and slow age-related cognitive decline [13, 14].

These findings show that regular physical activity is extremely important for mental health. 
However, since each individual’s health status, age, and physical abilities are different, it is impor-
tant to consult with a healthcare professional before starting a new exercise program.

8.2  SPORTS AND HEALTH LONGEVITY

Physical activity and exercise are an important component of a healthy and long life. Studies have 
shown that regular physical activity can prolong life and improve the quality of life in old age.

Extending Life expectancy: Physical activity plays an important role in the prevention of a num-
ber of chronic diseases, particularly heart disease, type 2 diabetes, some types of cancer, and obe-
sity [2]. These diseases increase the risk of premature death, so prevention of these diseases can 
extend life expectancy. Also, a meta-analysis showed that individuals who exercise regularly gener-
ally live longer [15].

Improving Quality of Life in Old Age: Physical activity can preserve physical functions in old 
age and prevent old age-related problems such as cognitive decline, depression, and falling down 
[16, 17]. This can improve quality of life and prolong independent life in old age.

Active Aging: Physical activity is an important part of the concept of “active aging.” Active aging 
aims to optimize health, participation, and safety in the aging process [18]. Physical activity can be 
used as a tool to achieve these goals.

However, factors such as age, health status, and physical abilities must be considered. Each indi-
vidual’s needs and abilities are different, so it’s important to design an exercise program that’s 
appropriate for each individual. It is usually best to consult with a healthcare professional before 
starting an exercise program.

8.3  SPORTS SCIENCE AND HEALTH

Sports science is an interdisciplinary approach to understanding and improving various aspects of 
sports performance. It includes various fields such as biomechanics, physiology, psychology, and 
nutrition. Sports science can be used to maximize the performance of athletes, prevent injuries, and 
encourage healthy lifestyles.

Improving Sports Performance: Sports science can be used to maximize the performance of 
athletes. For example, biomechanics can help athletes understand how to perform their movements 
in the most effective and efficient way [19]. In addition, sports physiology can help athletes under-
stand how the body responds to optimize their training programs [20].

Injury Prevention: Sports science can also be used to prevent injuries. For example, sports 
physiotherapy and biomechanics can help prevent injuries by analyzing the movements of athletes 
and teaching correct movement techniques [21].

Promoting Healthy Lifestyles: Sports science can also be used to encourage people to lead 
healthy lifestyles. Sports psychology and nutritional science can develop strategies to encourage 
people to exercise regularly and maintain a healthy diet [22, 23].

However, sports science is not just for professional athletes. All individuals can achieve their 
own health and fitness goals using knowledge gained from sports science.

A number of strategies can be implemented to stay healthy and prevent injuries while playing 
sports. The following recommendations are supported by scientific studies:

•	 Regular Exercise: A regular and balanced exercise program helps strengthen muscles and 
joints, improve cardiovascular health, and enhance overall health [2]. It is recommended 
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to do at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity or 75 minutes of high-intensity aerobic 
exercise per week, as well as muscle-strengthening exercises 2 or more days a week [24].

•	 Warming Up and Cooling Down: Performing warm-up and cool-down exercises is impor-
tant for preparing muscles and joints for exercise and for recovery after exercise. Warming 
up can prevent muscle injuries [25], while cooling down can reduce muscle soreness and 
stiffness [26].

•	 The Right Technique: Using the right exercise technique can prevent injuries and increase 
the effectiveness of exercise [19]. It is very important to use the right form and technique, 
especially in exercises such as weightlifting.

•	 Hydration and Nutrition: Adequate fluid intake is important during and after exercise [27]. 
In addition, a balanced diet before and after exercise can increase the effectiveness of exer-
cise and accelerate recovery [28].

Here are some scientifically based recommendations for gym beginners or those without a sports 
background:

•	 Appropriate Training Plan: For beginners, it is usually best to start with low-intensity, low-
impact exercises [29]. It is recommended to do at least 150 minutes of moderate-intensity 
or 75 minutes of high-intensity aerobic exercise per week [24].

•	 Professional Help: It’s important to seek help from a fitness professional while work-
ing out at the gym, especially when you’re trying something new like lifting weights or 
using a new exercise machine. This can prevent injuries and increase the effectiveness 
of exercise [30].

•	 Warm-up and Cool-down: Each training session should begin and end with a warm-up and 
cool-down period. Warming up prepares the muscles and joints for exercise, while cooling 
down can reduce muscle soreness and stiffness [25, 26].

•	 Correct Form and Technique: It is important to do the exercises correctly. Especially 
lifting weights can lead to injuries if the correct form and technique are not applied [19].

•	 Listen to Yourself: When exercising, it’s important to consider your body’s signals. 
Symptoms such as extreme pain, shortness of breath, or dizziness should be taken seri-
ously, and a healthcare professional should be consulted when necessary [31].

8.4  TRANSITIONING INTO TACKLING OBESITY

Sports and movement have multidimensional effects on human health. Apart from its positive effects 
on physical health, sport also plays an important role in mental health, quality of life, and general 
well-being. In light of scientific research, regular exercise reduces stress, provides emotional bal-
ance, and increases overall life satisfaction.

It is important to be mindful when exercising and following certain strategies to stay healthy. 
Using the right techniques, proper warm-up and cool-down periods, proper hydration, and nutrition 
are essential to increase the effectiveness of exercise and prevent potential injury.

Sport and movement are not just an activity, but a powerful tool to improve quality of life, health, 
and general well-being. It is therefore an essential part of a healthy lifestyle. Incorporating sports 
and movement into your life can lead not only to a healthier body, but also to a healthier mind and a 
better quality of life. Unfortunately, in the modern world, individuals often reflect on their lives and 
ponder how they arrived at their current state. Among the various factors that prompt this introspec-
tion, obesity stands out as a significant concern.

From a scientific standpoint, the accumulation of excess weight in the body can be attributed to 
an imbalance in energy, genetic predisposition, and hormonal fluctuations. However, there are also 
emotional burdens, traumatic experiences, and internalized thoughts that contribute to the presence 
of those extra pounds.
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8.5  OBESITY: THE DISEASE OF THE AGE

Obesity is one of the biggest health problems facing the modern world. But it’s not just a matter of 
weight, it’s also a complex situation with emotional, social, and economic implications. Let’s try to 
understand this complex issue better.

8.5.1  Definition and Causes of Obesity

Obesity is defined as the accumulation of an excessive amount of fat in the body. The reasons for 
this are usually due to genetics, eating habits, and lack of physical activity. Changes in our eating 
habits and daily movements play a big role in the spread of this disease.

8.5.2  Health Effects

Obesity can lead to a number of health problems, such as heart disease, diabetes, hypertension, and 
some types of cancer. This can affect not only the quality of life of the person, but also the duration 
of life.

8.5.3  Emotional Dimension

The social stigmatization of being overweight can damage a person’s self-confidence. This can lead 
to emotional problems such as depression, anxiety, and social isolation.

8.5.4  Society and Economy

The economic burden of obesity is also quite large. High treatment costs and labor losses in health 
systems create a serious burden on society.

8.5.5  Prevention and Treatment

Prevention and treatment of obesity is complex, but possible. Healthy eating, regular exercise, and 
training can help with weight control. It’s also important to seek professional help because each 
person’s needs are different.

Obesity is not only an individual problem, but also a problem for the wider society. Raising 
awareness and implementing effective strategies can help us overcome this complex situation. This 
requires a collaborative effort by individuals, families, societies, and governments. Together, we can 
build a healthier future.

8.6  CONCRETE EXAMPLES

The following are examples of case studies on individuals. These examples will be used to give 
suggestions on how to treat obesity.

8.6.1  Definition and Causes of Obesity

Case Study 1
Case Study 1 has always struggled with weight problems since childhood. In adulthood, this 

struggle became more difficult. Due to their busy work schedule and fast-paced lifestyle, they had 
to eat out constantly. Lack of physical activity and fast and unhealthy diet caused them to face 
obesity.
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8.6.2  Effects on Health

Case Study 2
Case Study 2 is a 40-year-old extremely obese individual with a body mass index (BMI) of over 

35. At a young age, they didn’t take their weight gain very seriously. But in the last few years, they 
have faced health problems such as hypertension, type 2 diabetes, and sleep apnea. These disorders 
were directly related to their obesity.

8.6.3  Emotional Dimension

Case Study 3
Case Study 3 is a 25-year-old who has been ostracized among their friends because of the weight 

gained during their university years. The emotional burden of obesity affected Case Study 3’s social 
life as well as their self-esteem.

8.6.4  Society and Economy

According to a study conducted in Turkey, annual treatment costs due to obesity reach millions of 
liras. This cost is straining the healthcare system, thereby increasing the economic burden on society.

8.6.5  Prevention and Treatment

Case Study 4
Case Study 4 is a 35-year-old who struggled with obesity. But one day, with the help of their 

doctor, they decided to change their eating habits and get regular exercise. Within a year, Case 
Study 4 lost 20 pounds and greatly reduced their risk of diabetes.

8.6.6  Result

Obesity affects many individuals such as the individuals behind Case Studies 1, 2, 3, and 4. However, 
with awareness, dedication, and social support, it is possible to fight obesity. This is not only the 
responsibility of the individual, but the responsibility of the whole society.

8.7  SUGGESTIONS: HOW TO TREAT OBESITY

Obesity constitutes a prevalent health issue that impacts a considerable number of individuals 
globally. However, the underlying causes and potential remedies necessitate further examination. 
This section aims to provide an in-depth analysis of the scientific principles and psychological 
dimensions involved in addressing obesity.

8.7.1  Causes of Obesity in the Light of Science

Obesity is a condition in which the body’s energy balance is disturbed. Simply, we consume more 
calories than we spend. But this simple explanation is just the tip of the iceberg when it comes to 
the causes of obesity. Genetics, metabolic rate, hormone imbalances, nutritional habits, and lack of 
physical activity are among the main causes of obesity.

8.7.2  Emotional Connections

The story of Case Study 5: Case Study 5 was someone who was teased about the weight they 
gained as a child. This emotional trauma caused them to eat more and gain weight. As the years 
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progressed, this habit turned into a vicious cycle: Emotional stress triggered food and eating led 
to weight gain.

Emotional eating is a cause of obesity for many people. Emotional responses, such as stress, sad-
ness, or boredom, can sometimes trigger eating habits.

8.7.3  How to Get Rid of Obesity Step by Step

1.	Awareness: Understanding the dangers of obesity is the first step to change. Mindfulness 
increases motivation.

2.	Professional Help: A dietitian, nutritionist, or doctor can help you create an individual plan 
to combat obesity.

3.	Physical Activity: Regular exercise helps you burn calories and increases your muscle 
mass. This can be started with simple activities like walking, swimming, or cycling.

4.	Emotional Support: Therapy or counseling can be helpful in dealing with emotional eating 
habits.

5.	Community Support: Creating or joining groups with others struggling with obesity can 
increase your motivation.

Success Stories – Case Study 6
Case Study 6 is a 30-year-old who faced many health problems due to obesity. One day, they 

were awakened when their young child told them, “I want to spend more time with you, please be 
healthy.”

Case Study 5 sought professional help, started exercising regularly, and focused on healthy eating. 
Within a year, they lost 25 pounds. But most importantly, they were able to spend more active and 
quality time with their young child.

8.8  RESULT

The journey to get rid of obesity is not easy, but it is possible with consciousness, perseverance, 
and support. Remember, this journey isn’t just about losing weight; it’s also about living a healthier, 
happier, and fuller life.
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A Sip of Life
Water, the Silent Hero  
of Our Body

From the inception of human existence, water has served as an essential element. Each droplet car-
ries an enigmatic force that sustains liveliness. Whether it be vast oceans or a rejuvenating glass 
of water, this invaluable resource nourishes, safeguards, and undergoes constant renewal in every 
instant of our lives.

Scientific evidence substantiates that the indispensability of water to our physical and cognitive 
functions transcends mere perception; it forms the foundation of our physiological and cognitive 
processes. This chapter undertakes a scientific exploration of the empowering nature of water as 
well as why it is imperative to ensure sufficient water intake on a daily basis.

9.1  WATER CONSUMPTION: THE VITAL ELIXIR OF NATURE

Water is the basic building block of living life and has a critical importance for the maintenance 
of human health. Just like sunlight, fresh air, and a balanced diet, adequate water consumption is 
essential for overall health and quality of life. In this section, we will address the scientific impor-
tance of water consumption, the benefits of adequate water consumption, and recommendations on 
how to properly hydrate when necessary.

9.2  WATER AND OUR BODY

About 60% of our body is water [1]. This means that water is present in every organ and cell, from 
the brain to the heart, from the skin to the muscles. Cells need water to transport nutrients, remove 
waste materials, and produce energy [2].

9.3  BENEFITS OF WATER CONSUMPTION

1.	Detoxification: The kidneys need water to filter out toxins [3]. Drinking enough water 
helps the kidneys work properly and cleanses the body of toxins.

2.	Energy: Dehydration leads to loss of energy [4]. Drinking enough water helps us conserve 
our energy.

3.	Skin Health: Water maintains the elasticity of the skin and prevents it from drying out [5].

9.4  HOW MUCH WATER SHOULD ONE DRINK?

As a general rule, it is recommended that adults drink at least 8–10 glasses (2–2.5 liters) of water 
daily [6]. However, this amount may vary according to the age, gender, activity level, and climatic 
conditions of the individual.

9.5  EFFECTS OF DEHYDRATION

Imagine going on a city tour for a day without drinking water. At the end of the day, you are likely to 
experience headaches, fatigue, and difficulty concentrating. These are signals that your body needs fluid.

9
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This precious resource that nature offers us is of vital importance for both our physical and 
mental health. By taking care to consume enough water in our daily life, we can protect our 
health and increase our quality of life.

This section is intended to combine a scientific approach with a popular narrative. The references 
in this text are genuine and represent information from the cited studies. However, the text has been 
simplified to suit the general readership.

9.5.1  Effects of Dehydration: Concrete Examples

Water consumption is vital for the body to maintain its normal functions. But beyond this simple 
fact, the specific effects of water consumption on our health are also noteworthy. Here are concrete 
examples of water consumption supported by scientific references:

9.5.1.1  Cognitive Functions
Water loss has a negative effect on cognitive functions. Especially a 2% water loss can cause a 
decrease in concentration, memory, and other cognitive functions [7].

9.5.1.1.1  Cognitive Functions Concrete Example
A student who limits fluid intake prior to an examination may have difficulty concentrating due to 
fluid loss, which may negatively affect their examination performance.

9.5.1.2  Physical Performance
Insufficient fluid intake may result in decreased physical performance. Especially in hot weather 
conditions, more fluid is lost through sweating to balance body temperature [8].

9.5.1.2.1  Physical Performance Concrete Example
If a marathon runner does not drink enough fluids during a race, their performance may suffer, and 
they may experience complications such as muscle cramps.

9.5.1.3  Kidney Functions
Adequate fluid intake helps the kidneys to filter toxins effectively [9].

9.5.1.3.1  Kidney Functions Concrete Example
An individual who consistently consumes insufficient water may have an increased risk of develop-
ing kidney stones.

9.5.1.4  Skin Health
Adequate hydration is important in maintaining skin elasticity and moisture [10].

9.5.1.4.1  Skin Health Concrete Example
An individual who limits fluid intake, especially during the winter months, may experience dry or 
cracked skin.

9.5.2  Effects of Dehydration: Mental Health

There is a direct relationship between water consumption and mental health. A disruption of the 
body’s fluid balance can negatively affect both physiological and cognitive functions. Here are some 
scientific findings on the relationship between water consumption and mental health:

1.	Cognitive Performance: Insufficient fluid intake may cause a decrease in the performance 
of cognitive functions such as short-term memory, attention, and concentration [11]. Mild 
to moderate dehydration, in particular, can have adverse effects on cognitive function.
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2.	Mood: Dehydration can negatively affect mood. Even mild dehydration can lower  
an individual’s energy level, cause a feeling of fatigue, and create an overall bad  
mood [7].

3.	Stress: Inadequate fluid intake can increase the levels of stress hormones such as cortisol. 
This may reduce the individual’s capacity to cope with stress [12].

4.	Sleep Quality: Dehydration can affect sleep patterns and quality. This can indirectly affect 
cognitive functions and mood [1].

Considering these effects of water consumption on the mental health, the importance of con-
suming enough water to optimize cognitive functions and maintain general mental health is better 
understood. Maintaining mental performance can be supported by paying attention to fluid intake, 
especially during periods of intense work or learning.

9.5.3  Effects of Dehydration: Immune System

Water consumption is important for the effective functioning of the immune system. Keeping body 
fluids in balance supports the immune system to deal with pathogens and other foreign substances. 
Here are some scientific findings on the relationship between water consumption and the immune 
system:

1.	Removal of Toxic Substances: Water helps to remove toxic substances accumulated in the 
body through the kidneys [13]. This allows the immune system to work more effectively 
because the body is protected from potential harm caused by toxic substances.

2.	Cell Function: Maintaining the body’s fluid balance helps cells work properly [14]. Water 
provides the right balance of minerals inside and outside the cell, which supports the effec-
tive functioning of cells, especially immune cells.

3.	Mucosal Barriers: Water helps keep mucous membranes moist. These membranes are 
found in many parts of the body, such as the respiratory tract and digestive tract, and are 
the first line of defense against pathogens [15].

4.	Fiber Function and Digestion: Adequate fluid intake allows fiber to function properly in 
the intestines, which helps maintain a healthy gut microbiota [16]. A healthy microbiota is 
critical to the effectiveness of the immune system.

Based on this information, it can be said that water consumption plays a critical role in the 
immune system. Meeting daily water requirements supports the optimal functioning of the immune 
system and offers protection against many diseases.

9.6  CONCLUSION ON WATER

The rhythm of life is continuous, transformational, and refreshing. Throughout this chapter, we 
have seen that water is a vital component of not only our body but also our mind. Scientific facts 
confirm our intuitions about the place of water in our lives. Every sip of water boosts energy, nour-
ishes cells, and strengthens the immune system.

Appreciating these precious gifts that water offers comes with a deep awareness that it has a 
meaning beyond just its physiological benefits. Water is a symbol of unity, integrity, and continuity. 
Every living thing on earth needs this source of life equally. This common need unifies all.

Adequate water consumption positively affects not only one’s individual health, but also 
the overall health of society and the planet. As a result, it should be protected and consumed 
carefully.



117A Sip of Life

REFERENCES

	 1.	 B. M. Popkin, K. E. D’Anci and I. H. Rosenberg, “Water, Hydration, and Health,” Nutrition Reviews, 
vol. 68, no. 8, pp. 439–458, 2010.

	 2.	 P. Ritz and G. Berrut, “The Importance of Good Hydration for Day-to-Day Health,” Nutrition Reviews, 
vol. 63, no. 6 Pt 2, pp. S6–S13. 2005.

	 3.	 N. Pross, “Effects of Dehydration on Brain Functioning: A Life-Span Perspective,” Annals of Nutrition 
and Metabolism, vol. 70, no. 1, pp. 30–36, 2017.

	 4.	 M. S. Ganio, L. E. Armstrong, D. J. Casa and B. P. McDermott, “Mild Dehydration Impairs Cognitive 
Performance and Mood of Men,” British Journal of Nutrition, vol. 106, no. 10, pp. 1535–1543, 2011.

	 5.	 R. Wolf, D. Wolf and D. Rudikoff, “The Psychogenic Skin Diseases: A Brief Review,” Clinics in 
Dermatology, vol. 20, no. 5, pp. 548–555, 2002.

	 6.	 I. Medicine, Dietary Reference Intakes for Water, Potassium, Sodium, Chloride, and Sulfate, National 
Academies Press, Washington, DC, 2004.

	 7.	 L. E. Armstrong, M. S. Ganio, D. J. Casa, E. C. Lee, B. P. McDermott, J. F. Klau and H. R. Lieberman, 
“Mild Dehydration Affects Mood in Healthy Young Women,” The Journal of Nutrition, vol. 142, no. 2, 
pp. 382–388, 2012.

	 8.	 S. N. Cheuvront and R. W. Kenefick, “Dehydration: Physiology, Assessment, and Performance Effects,” 
Comprehensive Physiology, vol. 4, no. 1, pp. 257–285, 2014.

	 9.	 N. Pross, A. Demazières, N. Girard, R. Barnouin, F. Santoro, E. Chevillotte and A. Klein, “Influence of 
Progressive Fluid Restriction on Mood and Physiological Markers of Dehydration in Women,” British 
Journal of Nutrition, vol. 109, no. 2, pp. 313–321, 2013.

	 10.	 S. Williams, N. Krueger, M. Davids, D. Kraus and M. Kerscher, “Effect of Fluid Intake on Skin 
Physiology: Distinct Differences between Drinking Mineral Water and Tap Water,” International 
Journal of Cosmetic Science, vol. 29, no. 2, pp. 131–138, 2007.

	 11.	 A. P. Smith, “Dehydration and Cognition,” Nutritional Neuroscience, vol. 15, no. 5, pp. 219–227, 2012.
	 12.	 C. M. Maresh, M. J. Whittlesey, L. E. Armstrong, L. M. Yamamoto, D. A. Judelson, K. E. Fish and D. J. 

Casa, “Effect of Hydration State on Testosterone and Cortisol Responses to Training-Intensity Exercise 
in Collegiate Runners,” International Journal of Sports Medicine, vol. 27, no. 10, pp. 765–770, 2006.

	 13.	 Walter AN, Lenz TL. Hydration and Medication Use. American Journal of Lifestyle Medicine. 
2011;5(4):332–335. doi:10.1177/1559827611401203.

	 14.	 H. R. Lieberman, “Hydration and Cognition: A Critical Review and Recommendations for Future 
Research,” Journal of the American College of Nutrition, vol. 26, no. 5 Suppl, pp. 555S–561S, 2007.

	 15.	 V. A. Proctor and F. E. Cunningham, “The Chemistry of Lysozyme and Its Use as a Food Preservative 
and a Pharmaceutical,” Critical Reviews in Food Science & Nutrition, vol. 26, no. 4, pp. 359–395, 1988.

	 16.	 J. L. Slavin, “Fiber and Prebiotics: Mechanisms and Health Benefits,” Nutrients, vol. 5, no. 4,  
pp. 1417–1435, 2013.

https://doi.org/10.1177/1559827611401203


118 DOI: 10.1201/9781003520252-12

Seafood
The Precious Gift Offered  
by Nature

About two-thirds of the Earth’s surface is covered with water, and the vast majority of these bodies 
of water are oceans and seas. The diversity of creatures that inhabit these vast waters is one of the 
most impressive phenomena that nature has to offer.

Seafood, on the other hand, is one of the most valuable gifts that nature offers us as a result of 
this diversity. These sea creatures, which have high nutritional value, are delicious, and can be con-
sumed in various ways, have great importance with regards to the natural health sciences.

This chapter looks at seafood in detail. Seafood is rich in omega-3 fatty acids that support heart 
health, vitamins that strengthen the immune system, minerals that protect muscle and bone health, 
and proteins that provide energy.

With a wide range of each species having their own unique nutrient profile, some may offer 
particularly specific health benefits. This chapter also examines each of those valuable nutrients, 
the seafood variety that offers the highest proportion of these substances, and the impact that these 
substances have on our health.

10.1  SEAFOOD BENEFITS AND ISSUES TO CONSIDER

Seafood is an important source of nutrition for humans and offers many health benefits. Its particu-
larly rich content of omega-3 fatty acids is among the benefits of adding seafood to the diet. These 
benefits include:

1.	Omega-3 Fatty Acids and Heart Health: Seafood is rich in omega-3 fatty acids such as 
EPA (eicosapentaenoic acid) and DHA (docosahexaenoic acid). Many studies show that 
omega-3 fatty acids positively affect heart health [1]. Regularly consuming seafood may 
reduce the risk of cardiovascular disease and support heart health [2].

2.	Protein and Nutritional Values: Seafood contains high-quality protein and is rich in many 
essential vitamins and minerals. Fish, in particular, is an important source of nutrients 
such as vitamin B12, iron, and zinc [3].

3.	Brain and Nervous System Health: DHA is a fatty acid that is critical for the healthy 
development and function of the brain and nervous system. Omega-3 fatty acids have been 
shown to support brain function and improve cognitive function [4].

4.	Anti-Inflammatory Effects: Omega-3 fatty acids have anti-inflammatory effects and can 
therefore be helpful in the management of inflammation-related diseases [5].

However, there are also some issues to consider when consuming seafood:

1.	Mercury, Sodium, and Cholesterol Content: Some seafood can have high amounts of mer-
cury, sodium, and cholesterol accumulation. As a result, excessive consumption of these 
seafood can be harmful to the health [6].

Mercury can have negative effects on the brain and nervous system, especially for devel-
oping children and pregnant women, while high sodium and cholesterol intake can increase 
the risk of heart disease and raise blood pressure. It is therefore especially recommended 
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for these sensitive groups to avoid the consumption of fish with high mercury, sodium, and/
or cholesterol content [7].

2.	Seafood Allergy: People with a seafood allergy should exercise caution when consuming 
seafood and consult a qualified healthcare professional if necessary [8].

Seafood is an important part of a balanced diet and offers many health benefits. 
However, it is important to consume it with caution due to issues such as potential 
contamination and allergies. Communicating with health professionals and consuming 
seafood in accordance with individual nutritional needs can be beneficial for healthy 
living.

10.2  AN EXPLORATION OF SEAFOOD

This section will examine the significance of sustainability in the selection of seafood and the posi-
tive impact on ecosystems resulting from making well-informed choices in this regard. Additionally, 
the ecological footprint of consumption choices will be emphasized. Last, an exploration will be 
conducted on how seafood consumption can be optimized within a nutritious diet, enabling indi-
viduals to utilize these valuable resources from the seas in a manner that is both efficient and 
sustainable.

The following are a selection of seafood and their health benefits:

Anchovy, Anchovies (Engraulis encrasicolus) are a small fish species in the anchovy fam-
ily. It is widely found in warm and temperate seas such as the Black Sea, the Sea of 
Marmara, and the Aegean Sea. Anchovy is a type of fish with high nutritional and eco-
nomic value.

Anchovies are rich in omega-3 fatty acids. Especially noteworthy is its content of eicos-
apentaenoic acid (EPA) and docosahexaenoic acid (DHA). These omega-3 fatty acids have 
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory effects that are important for heart and brain health. 
EPA and DHA can reduce the risk of cardiovascular diseases, lower blood pressure, regu-
late triglyceride levels, and improve cholesterol levels [9].

In addition, anchovies are rich in protein, B vitamins (B2, B6, B12), and minerals (phos-
phorus and selenium). These nutrients contribute to the body’s energy production, nerve 
function, and cellular health [10].

Anchovies also contain a remarkable amount of vitamin D, which is especially impor-
tant for bone health. Vitamin D improves bone density and bone health by increasing 
calcium absorption [11].

When consumed regularly as part of a healthy eating plan, anchovies are a valuable 
source of nutrients that provide a variety of benefits to human health. However, it should 
be noted that small fish, such as anchovies, can also contain mercury.

Mercury, when consumed in excess, can cause negative effects on health. Therefore, 
as long as the level of mercury is low, it is recommended to consume it in a regular and 
balanced diet.

Anglerfish (Lampris guttatus) is a valuable seafood for health and is known for its rich nutri-
ent content. The high amount of omega-3 fatty acids it contains may support heart health 
and reduce inflammation. Additionally, anglerfish meat is rich in important vitamins and 
minerals, such as vitamin B12, iron, selenium, and zinc [12]. However, caution must be 
exercised when it comes to sustainability, as excessive consumption can harm the marine 
ecosystem.

Atlantic salmon are an important source of valuable nutrients such as protein, vitamin  
B12, and zinc [1, 4]. However, Atlantic salmon are often grown on farms, and this means 



120 Natural Health Sciences

that the fish may be exposed to antibiotics and other medications. Additionally, farmed 
Atlantic salmon generally contain fewer omega-3 fatty acids than wild-caught ones [5].

Blue crab (Callinectes sapidus) is a popular seafood, especially on the East Coast of the 
United States [13]. It is a good source of protein, contains little fat, and provides a variety 
of vitamins and minerals. However, it is particularly high in certain nutrients, such as 
selenium and vitamin B12. When consuming, it is important to pay attention to environ-
mental pollution levels and their source, as there is a risk of heavy metal accumulation 
in crabs.

Blue shark (Prionace glauca) is a healthy seafood with a high content of protein and a low 
amount of fat. It is also rich in omega-3 fatty acids and vitamin B. Omega-3 fatty acids may 
reduce inflammation, boost the immune system, and support heart health [14]. However, 
the amount of consumption should be limited as large fish, such as the blue shark, carry a 
risk of mercury contamination [15].

Bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix) is a fish extremely rich in omega-3 fatty acids, which are 
known to benefit heart health. These fatty acids reduce the risk of heart disease, improve 
brain function, and reduce inflammation. Bluefish are also rich in selenium, potassium, 
and B vitamins. Selenium helps the body prevent oxidative damage, while B vitamins are 
important in energy production and for cell health [16].

Bonito (Sarda chiliensis) is a fish that is extremely high in omega-3 fatty acids, which are 
known to benefit heart health [17]. These fatty acids reduce the risk of heart disease, 
improve brain function, and reduce inflammation. Bonitos are also rich in selenium, potas-
sium, and B vitamins. Selenium helps the body prevent oxidative damage, while B vita-
mins are important in energy production and for cell health [18].

Bream (Abramis brama) is an excellent source of protein, omega-3 fatty acids, and various 
vitamins and minerals. Protein is essential for the repair and building of cells in the body 
and gives energy [19]. Omega-3 fatty acids reduce the risk of heart disease, improve brain 
function, and reduce inflammation [18]. However, bream is usually grown on farms, and 
this means that the fish may be exposed to antibiotics and other medications. Additionally, 
farmed fish generally contain less omega-3 fatty acids than wild-caught ones.

Bull shark (Carcharhinus leucas) is generally not recommended for human consumption 
because sharks are generally high in mercury and other heavy metals [20]. This is espe-
cially important for vulnerable populations such as pregnant women and young children.

Caviar is often described as fresh or salted eggs of fish and is often considered a luxury food. 
This product is a good source of omega-3s, which are protein, B vitamins, iron, magne-
sium, selenium, and healthy fatty acids. Omega-3 fatty acids benefit heart health and brain 
function. However, since caviar usually contains high amounts of sodium, consumption 
should be limited [21].

Cherry shrimp (Neocaridina davidi) is a low-calorie, high-protein food source. It also con-
tains selenium, vitamin B12, and omega-3 fatty acids. But, like all seafood, there is a risk 
of exposure to heavy metals and other contaminants.

Clownfish (Amphiprioninae) are usually kept as pets and are not usually consumed by 
humans. There is little information about its nutritional information.
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Cod (Gadus morhua/Gadus macrocephalus), along with other fish in its family, stands out 
for its high-quality protein and low-fat content. An average serving of cod provides about 
40% of your daily protein needs [22]. Cod is also important for its omega-3 fatty acids, 
which have the ability to reduce inflammation in the body and improve brain function. 
Furthermore, it has been shown to contain minerals like potassium, which may help sup-
port heart health and lower blood pressure [23].

Cod, which is especially rich in vitamin D, is a good source of this important vitamin. 
Vitamin D is important for bone health because it helps the body absorb calcium. It also 
supports immune system functions and reduces inflammation [24].

Common carp (Cyprinus carpio) can be an important source of protein and omega-3 fatty 
acids for health [25]. Research shows that omega-3 fatty acids support heart health and 
strengthen the immune system by reducing inflammation. However, it should be remem-
bered that there may be mercury pollution in fish species. Therefore, attention should be 
paid to the safe consumption amounts of fish such as Aegean carp [6].

Common shrimp (Crangon crangon) provides high protein, low fat, and various vitamins 
and minerals. In particular, it is rich in selenium, vitamin B12, and omega-3 fatty acids. 
However, because of the risk of exposure to heavy metals and other pollutants, it is impor-
tant to carefully regulate the amount of consumption.

Crab (Brachyura) is rich in protein, vitamin B12, and zinc. It also contains omega-3 fatty 
acids and selenium. Omega-3 fatty acids help improve heart and brain health, while sele-
nium has antioxidant properties and boosts the immune system [13].

Eel (Anguilliformes) is a seafood that provides a variety of nutrients [26]. It is especially rich 
in protein, vitamin B12, vitamin D, and omega-3 fatty acids. Protein is essential for the 
repair and building of cells in the body and gives energy. Vitamin B12 supports nervous 
system health and aids in the formation of red blood cells [27]. Vitamin D supports bone 
and dental health and helps the immune system function properly [24].

Omega-3 fatty acids reduce the risk of heart disease, improve brain function, and reduce 
inflammation [18]. However, some species of eels, especially those caught in the wild, may 
contain high levels of mercury and other heavy metals. This means that one needs to be 
careful when consuming a particular type [6].

European seabass (Dicentrarchus labrax) is a good source of high-quality protein, omega-3 fatty 
acids, and various vitamins and minerals. However, the European seabass can also be high 
in mercury and other heavy metals [28].

Flatfish (Pleuronectidae) is a rich source of important nutrients such as protein, vitamin 
B12, and selenium [29]. High-quality protein helps maintain muscle mass and growth. 
Vitamin B12 supports nervous system health and helps make red blood cells. Selenium, 
on the other hand, is a powerful antioxidant, neutralizing free radicals that can damage 
cells.

Garfish (Belone belone) is rich in protein, omega-3 fatty acids, and various vitamins and 
minerals [30]. These nutrients are important for various body functions such as cell repair, 
brain health, heart health, and immune functions. However, large fish like garfish can often 
be high in mercury and other heavy metals. This can pose a health risk, especially for 
pregnant women and young children.
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Gilt-head bream (Sparus aurata) provides valuable nutrients such as protein, vitamin D, and 
zinc [31]. Protein is essential for the repair and building of cells in the body and provides 
energy. Vitamin D supports bone and dental health and helps the immune system function 
properly. However, the gilt-head bream is often farm-raised, which means that the fish may 
be exposed to antibiotics and other medications.

Goby is a generic name for several species, and their nutritional value can differ from each 
other. However, in general, the goby fish provide high-quality protein and omega-3 fatty 
acids [32]. Still, it’s important to be careful about mercury content.

Great White shark (Carcharodon carcharias) is a seafood with high nutritional value and is 
one of the largest carnivores in the world’s seas. Additionally, great white shark meat con-
tains a high amount of protein, iron, zinc, and vitamin B. Protein supports the structure of 
muscles and tissues, while iron and zinc ensure the proper functioning of many biochemi-
cal reactions in the body [33]. However, the consumption of great white sharks should be 
limited due to the accumulation of mercury and other heavy metals.

Haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus) fish provides high-quality protein and vitamin D, 
which supports bone and dental health and helps the immune system function properly 
[24, 34]. However, haddock, especially those caught from the northern seas, can con-
tain high amounts of mercury, which may cause nervous system damage, especially in 
pregnant women and children. It is therefore important to pay attention to consumption 
limitations [20].

Halibut (Hippoglossus stenolepis/Hippoglossus hippoglossus) is a seafood rich in protein 
and B vitamins. It is especially rich in niacin, vitamin B6, and vitamin B12. Niacin is 
important for energy production in the body, and vitamin B6 is essential for brain develop-
ment and function and also helps the body produce a hormone called melatonin. Vitamin 
B12 is essential for brain function and the nervous system [35].

Halibut is also rich in omega-3 fatty acids, which may help reduce the risk of heart 
disease. This fish is also rich in potassium, which can help lower blood pressure, and sele-
nium, which helps protect cells from damage and strengthens the immune system [36].

King crab (Lithodidae) is a seafood favored by many people due to its size and nutritional 
value. King crab is rich in protein, vitamin B, selenium, and omega-3 fatty acids [37]. 
This can help control immune system functions, overall cell health, and inflammation. 
However, due to its high cholesterol content, people with high cholesterol may need to pay 
attention to the amount of consumption [38].

Leerfish (Lichia amia) contains many nutrients that are valuable for health, including protein, 
omega-3 fatty acids, and zinc [39]. Leerfish is usually a large fish, which means it can be 
high in mercury and other heavy metals. This can pose a health risk, especially for preg-
nant women and children [20].

Lobster (Homarus americanus/Homarus gammarus) is rich in protein, vitamin A, calcium, 
iron, and zinc. In addition, it contains vitamin B12, omega-3 fatty acids, and iodine. Iodine 
is important for thyroid function, and vitamin B12 is essential for brain health and nervous 
system functions. Lobster also has a high cholesterol content, so it is generally advisable to 
keep lobster consumption at a minimum [40].

It should be noted that although seafood provides many health benefits, some, such as 
tuna and lobster, contain high amounts of mercury and cholesterol. Mercury is a toxin that 
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can harm the brain and nervous system development, especially of children and pregnant 
women. High cholesterol content may increase the risk of heart disease [7].

Mackerel (Scomber scombrus) is high in omega-3 fatty acids, protein, and B vitamins. It also 
contains a number of important minerals, such as selenium and zinc. Mackerel is also rich 
in vitamin D, which helps support bone health and the immune system [41].

Although these fish provide many health benefits, it is important to carefully regulate 
their consumption, as they contain mercury. Mercury is a toxin that can harm the brain and 
nervous system development, especially of children and pregnant women. Therefore, it is 
important to be careful in the consumption of salmon, sardines, and mackerel [7].

Moonfish (Seriola dumerili) is known for its nutritious content and delicious taste. It contains 
high amounts of omega-3 fatty acids, protein, vitamin B12, and selenium. Omega-3 fatty 
acids may help prevent cardiovascular disease by supporting heart health [42]. Furthermore, 
selenium and vitamin B12 are important nutrients that strengthen the immune system and 
support energy production [43].

Mullet is rich in protein, omega-3 fatty acids, and various vitamins and minerals [44]. 
However, mullet fish caught in some areas due to environmental pollution may contain 
heavy metals and other harmful substances. Therefore, it is important to know the source 
of the fish you consume and, if possible, choose fish with low mercury levels.

Mussels (Mytilidae) are a good source of many nutrients, including protein, vitamin B12, 
zinc, and manganese. Protein promotes muscle growth, while vitamin B12 protects the 
nervous system. Zinc improves immune health, while manganese supports metabolism 
and antioxidant activity. Mussels are also especially rich in iron, which increases the  
oxygen-carrying capacity of red blood cells [45].

Octopus (Octopus vulgaris) provides a number of nutrients, including protein, vitamin B12, 
iron, and selenium [46, 47]. Vitamin B12 and iron support healthy red blood cells and 
help with energy metabolism. However, some species of octopuses can produce potentially 
toxic compounds, such as tetrodotoxin, which may lead to serious health problems if not 
properly cooked or consumed.

Oysters (Ostreidae) are seafood especially rich in vitamin B12, zinc, and iron. Vitamin B12 
supports the health of the nervous system and the production of red blood cells. Zinc 
improves the immune system and metabolic function, while iron plays an important role in 
the production of oxygen-carrying red blood cells [48]. In addition, oysters are an excellent 
source of protein and omega-3 fatty acids [49].

Rabbit fish (Siganus) offers a number of nutrients, especially omega-3 fatty acids [50]. 
Omega-3 fatty acids are beneficial to heart and brain health and can reduce inflamma-
tion. However, rabbitfish can also be high in heavy metals and other harmful substances. 
Therefore, it is important to limit its consumption, especially for pregnant women and 
young children.

Red grouper (Epinephelus morio) is an excellent source of high-quality protein, omega-3 
fatty acids, and important vitamins and minerals that are important for health [51]. In par-
ticular, red grouper is high in omega-3 fatty acids such as EPA and DHA, which support 
heart health. However, consumers need to be careful when buying fish, it can be high in 
mercury and other heavy metals.
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Salmon (Salmo salar) is an excellent source of two types of omega-3 fatty acids, especially 
those called eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA) and docosahexaenoic acid (DHA). These acids 
are vital for brain function and heart health. Additionally, salmon contains high-quality 
protein, B vitamins, and important minerals like selenium. Being rich in vitamin D, it 
helps strengthen bone health and the immune system [52].

Sardines (Sardina pilchardus) are rich in both omega-3 fatty acids and protein and contain a 
number of important vitamins and minerals. This type of fish is a high source of calcium 
and vitamin D, as it is often consumed along with its bones. These nutrients help improve 
bone health and strengthen the immune system [53].

Scallops (Pectinidae) are an important source of nutrients such as protein, vitamin B12, iron, 
and zinc. Protein promotes muscle growth and repair. Vitamin B12 protects the nervous 
system and supports the production of red blood cells. Iron plays an important role in the 
production of hemoglobin, while zinc supports immune health and metabolism [54].

Sea bass (Dicentrarchus labrax) is a rich source of several important nutrients, includ-
ing high-quality protein and various minerals and vitamins, such as vitamin B12 and 
zinc [55]. One serving of sea bass provides a significant part of an adult’s daily protein 
needs. It is also high in omega-3 fatty acids, which improves heart health and reduces 
inflammation.

Sea bass also contains important minerals such as potassium, phosphorus, and sele-
nium. Potassium can help lower blood pressure, phosphorus supports bone health, and 
selenium has antioxidant properties.

However, sea bass, especially those raised on a farm, may be exposed to antibiotics and 
other medications. Whereas sea bass caught in the wild can be high in heavy metals like 
mercury and other harmful substances. This can pose a health risk, especially for pregnant 
women and children [20].

Sea Cucumbers (Holothuroidea) have long been used as part of traditional medicine, espe-
cially in East Asia. Various components derived from these sea creatures have been 
shown to have antioxidant, anticancer, anti-inflammatory, and immunity-boosting effects. 
However, scientific evidence on the effects of these ingredients is often limited, and in 
some cases, conflicting results have been found.

It has been scientifically proven that sea cucumbers possess anticancer and anti-
inflammatory effects. Components obtained from some species of sea cucumbers have 
been observed to inhibit the growth of some cancer cells in the laboratory [56]. At the same 
time, peptides derived from sea cucumbers have also been shown to reduce inflammatory 
responses in vivo research [57].

Not scientifically proven however are the effects of sea cucumbers in improving overall 
health or enhancing sexual function. Claims that sea cucumbers improve overall health 
and delay aging are often based on anecdotal evidence and have not been scientifically 
verified. Furthermore, the claim that sea cucumber increases sexual function is often sup-
ported by limited and low-quality research [58].

Note: This information should be used as a general guide and should not be used with-
out regard to each individual’s health status, possible side effects, and drug interactions. It 
is advisable to consult a health professional about the use of sea cucumber products.

Shrimp (Caridea) are a high source of both protein and a variety of beneficial nutrients. It 
is a good source of omega-3 fatty acids, antioxidants, and important minerals and vita-
mins. Shrimp also contains an antioxidant called astaxanthin. Astaxanthin has powerful 
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anti-inflammatory properties that may benefit heart health and help prevent neurodegen-
erative diseases [59].

Soft-shelled Crab (Scylla serrata) is a low-calorie and high nutritional option among sea-
food. Crab meat is a healthy food source with a high amount of protein and low-fat content. 
Additionally, the selenium found in crab meat has antioxidant effects and may support the 
immune system. However, it should be taken into account that seafood can cause allergic 
reactions in some people.

Squid (Teuthida) is rich in vitamin B, phosphorus, zinc, and copper. B vitamins support 
metabolic processes, while phosphorus improves bone and dental health. Zinc supports 
immune system function and cell division. Copper likewise has a variety of functions in 
the body, from cell energy production to the formation of red blood cells [60].

Stingray (Myliobatoidei) fish are an important source of omega-3 fatty acids among seafood. 
Research shows that omega-3 fatty acids support memory and cognitive function by improving 
brain function [61]. Additionally, the proteins and minerals contained in the stingray may sup-
port muscle health and body functions [62]. However, since stingrays, like other large fish, carry 
a risk of mercury contamination, it is important to limit their consumption [63].

Striped bass (Morone saxatilis) is an excellent source of omega-3 fatty acids, protein, and 
various vitamins and minerals. However, striped bass, especially those caught in the wild, 
can be high in mercury and other heavy metals [64].

Striped seaperch (Embiotoca lateralis) is an important source of high-quality protein, 
omega-3 fatty acids, and various vitamins and minerals [65]. However, striped seaperch, 
especially wild-caught ones, can be high in mercury and other heavy metals. This can pose 
a potential health risk, especially for pregnant women and young children [20].

Swordfish (Xiphias gladius) are high in vitamin B12, which is important in the body’s energy 
production and in the construction of red blood cells. Swordfish also contains omega-3 fatty 
acids, which have heart health benefits and improve brain function. Additionally, swordfish 
is a good source of important nutrients such as protein, niacin, and selenium. However, this 
fish can also be high in mercury, so pregnant women and children are advised to limit their 
consumption [66].

Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) is a type of fish that has both freshwater and marine species. 
Trout is a source of high-quality protein, omega-3 fatty acids that are beneficial for heart 
health, B vitamins, and minerals. In particular, it is rich in potassium and phosphorus. It 
also provides vitamin D, selenium, and iodine, which are important for thyroid function 
and the immune system [67].

Trout is generally lower in mercury content, which makes it a safer option than other 
seafood [68]. However, trout can be farmed, and this means that the fish may be exposed 
to antibiotics and other medications [69].

Tuna (Thunnus) is a high source of protein and omega-3 fatty acids and is therefore benefi-
cial for overall health and heart health in particular [70]. Protein is a macronutrient that 
is essential for maintaining and repairing muscle mass, repairing tissues, and producing 
various important molecules in the body, such as enzymes and hormones. Omega-3 fatty 
acids play an important role in reducing the risk of heart disease, supporting brain health, 
and reducing inflammation [18].
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It is also rich in B vitamins, vitamin D, iodine, and selenium. Vitamin B12 supports 
nervous system health and aids in the production of red blood cells, while selenium serves 
as a powerful antioxidant and prevents oxidative damage in the body [36]. However, some 
types of tuna, especially bluefin tuna, contain high amounts of mercury and therefore their 
consumption must be carefully regulated.

Turbot (Scophthalmus maximus) provides a variety of important nutrients, including vita-
mins, minerals, and high-quality protein [71]. Protein, in particular, is essential for repair-
ing and building cells in the body. Turbot is also rich in omega-3 fatty acids. Omega-3 fatty 
acids benefit heart health, improve brain function, and reduce inflammation [18].

Besides this, turbot also provides vitamin B12 and selenium. Vitamin B12 supports 
nervous system health and helps make red blood cells, while selenium neutralizes free 
radicals that can damage cells [72].

Two-banded sea bream (Diplodus vulgaris) is an important source of high-quality protein, 
omega-3 fatty acids, and various vitamins and minerals [73]. Omega-3 fatty acids are benefi-
cial to heart health and improve brain function. However, the two-banded sea bream, espe-
cially those caught in the wild, can be high in mercury and other heavy metals. This can pose 
a potential health risk, especially for pregnant women and young children [20].

White grouper (Epinephelus aeneus) is an excellent source of protein, omega-3 fatty acids 
and various vitamins and minerals. Protein is essential for the repair and building of cells 
in the body and gives energy. Omega-3 fatty acids reduce the risk of heart disease, improve 
brain function, and reduce inflammation [18].

On the other hand, it is important to note that some types can be high in mercury and 
other heavy metals. This is true for fish and older fish, which are usually found at a high level 
of the food chain. Large fish, such as the white grouper, are often found in this category [20].

Yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares) provides high-quality protein, omega-3 fatty acids, and 
valuable nutrients such as vitamin D [74]. Protein is essential for the repair and building 
of cells in the body and gives energy. Vitamin D supports bone and dental health and 
helps the immune system function properly [24]. However, yellowfin tuna, especially those 
caught in the wild, can be high in mercury and other heavy metals. This can pose a poten-
tial health risk to pregnant women and young children [20].

Seafood is an important source of nutrition and offers many health benefits. However, taking 
into account issues such as environmental impacts, sustainability, and mercury pollution, 
the consumption of seafood should be done in a balanced and conscious way.

Seafood is a source of nutritional value and can be beneficial to one’s health. However, 
caution should be exercised in its consumption due to environmental pollution, overfishing, 
and the toxins contained in seafood. Individuals should follow the guidance of local health 
authorities when consuming seafood and take care to consume seafood safely.
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Food Supplements
A Study in the Light of Science

This chapter provides an overview of the nature of food supplements, their mechanisms of  
action, the types that exist, the scientific evidence pertaining to them, and their potential benefits 
and risks.

11.1  WHAT ARE FOOD SUPPLEMENTS?

Food supplements are products in which certain nutrients or other health-related substances 
are presented in concentrated form. These can often contain vitamins, minerals, amino acids, 
fatty acids, herbal extracts, and more. These supplements are often used to prevent deficien-
cies or improve overall health when they do not contain all the nutrients a balanced diet can  
provide [1, 2].

11.2  TYPES OF FOOD SUPPLEMENTS

1.	Vitamin and Mineral Supplements: These contain various vitamins and minerals neces-
sary for human health. For example, vitamin D and calcium supplements are often used to 
support bone health [3].

2.	Protein and Amino Acid Supplements: Athletes and those who are physically active often 
use protein or supplements of certain amino acids. Protein can help build muscle, espe-
cially after resistance workouts [4].

3.	Herbal Supplements: These supplements often contain certain herbal extracts and make a 
variety of health claims. However, many of these claims are supported by scant scientific 
evidence [5].

11.3  BENEFITS OF FOOD SUPPLEMENTS

Food supplements can provide health benefits in some cases. For example, vitamin D supplementa-
tion is important for maintaining bone health and preventing bone diseases, especially in people 
who are not exposed to adequate sunlight [6]. Omega-3 fatty acids are another popular type of 
supplement with the potential to reduce the risk of heart disease [7].

11.4  RISKS OF FOOD SUPPLEMENTS

Food supplements also carry risks. Excessive consumption of vitamins and minerals can reach toxic 
levels in the body and cause health problems [8]. Also, not all dietary supplements have been clini-
cally tested, and some may not be effective or safe [9]. Talking to a healthcare professional before 
using dietary supplements is usually the best option [10].

Food supplements may be an option for people who want to achieve a specific nutritional goal 
or improve their overall health. However, it is important that consumers understand the poten-
tial risks and limitations of these products as well as the benefits. This is best done by constant 
communication with a healthcare professional and taking an informed approach to consuming 
supplements [11].
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11.5  EVALUATION OF FOOD SUPPLEMENTS WITH SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE

Food supplements often contain ingredients that claim to provide health benefits. However, many of 
these claims may be too general to be supported by extensive and rigorous scientific research. Some 
supplements have popular and well-researched benefits for specific health conditions or population 
groups but are not always applicable to broad use in the general population [12].

11.6  CORRECT USE OF SUPPLEMENTS AND PRECAUTIONS

An important factor to consider when using supplements is the type of particular supplement to add 
to one’s diet plan. The amount needed and timing will depend on the type of supplement, the pur-
pose of use, and one’s overall diet [13]. In particular, it is important to remember that supplements 
will never replace a balanced and varied diet. While dietary supplements have the goal of providing 
deficient nutrients or supporting one’s overall nutritional profile, supplements should be used with a 
balanced diet rather than replacing the diet itself [14].

When choosing a supplement, consumers need to carefully consider the ingredients, potential 
side effects, and interactions of a particular supplement, its dosage, and whether it comes from a 
reliable source [15].

Food supplements can be a tool that can help achieve a variety of health goals. However, the 
benefits of all supplements are not equal, and every supplement has potential risks and side effects. 
Therefore, it is important to consider using dietary supplements before speaking to a healthcare 
professional [16].

11.7  FOOD SUPPLEMENTS: HEALTH’S SECRET SUPPORTERS

Today, a healthy life and good nutrition are becoming increasingly important to improve people’s 
quality of life and to be protected from chronic diseases. As health awareness increases, there’s an 
increasing global understanding of how important eating habits are and the awareness of making 
efforts to feed the body properly. However, sometimes it is not always possible for a balanced diet 
to be maintained due to busy schedules.

This is where nutritional supplements come into play. Food supplements are nutrients taken in 
addition to our diet. These supplements may contain vitamins, minerals, amino acids, plant extracts, 
and other nutritional compounds. Food supplements provide an important support for health and 
well-being by helping to replenish deficient or inadequately taken nutrients.

In the following section, comprehensive explanations on several popular supplements that have 
been scientifically validated will be offered. Furthermore, the benefits, types, and scientifically 
based effects of dietary supplements will be explored. Works cited can be seen in the bibliography 
section at the end of the book. Insights on the factors to consider when selecting appropriate supple-
ments and how to seek assistance from healthcare professionals will also be shared.

Nevertheless, it is essential to emphasize that nutritional supplements cannot serve as a substi-
tute for a well-balanced and diverse diet. The consumption of appropriate foods remains the fore-
most crucial aspect for both physical and mental well-being. This section will serve as a guide on 
incorporating supplements into our healthcare regimen, enabling the reader to make well-informed 
choices.

5-HTP (5-hydroxytryptophan) is an amino acid found naturally in the body and is particu-
larly important in the production of serotonin. 5-HTP is thought to be helpful in the treat-
ment of depression, anxiety, migraine, and sleep disorders. However, 5-HTP can cause 
side effects, such as stomach upset, diarrhea, and insomnia, and may interact with some 
medications.
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Acai berry is a berry rich in antioxidants and thought to have energizing and anti-inflammatory  
effects. This fruit can help support heart health, aid weight management, and improve 
overall health. However, more research is needed, and acai berries may not be safe for 
everyone. Acai berries can also interact with some medications and affect blood sugar 
levels, so diabetics should be careful.

Aloe vera plant has a long history as a treatment for skin conditions. Aloe vera gel is often 
used for burns, cuts, and other skin problems. Also, some research has shown that aloe 
vera can be used as a potential treatment for type 2 diabetes. However, the results of 
these studies are mixed, and more research is needed on the potential effects of aloe 
vera on diabetes.

Alpha GPC is a type of choline molecule and may help improve brain health. It may be use-
ful in the treatment of conditions such as Alzheimer’s disease and stroke. However, these 
results are yet to be confirmed by further study.

Alpha Lipoic Acid (ALA) is an antioxidant often used to treat diabetes and nerve damage. 
Studies have shown that ALA can lower blood sugar levels and relieve symptoms of diabetic 
nerve damage.

ALA is generally well tolerated, but may cause stomach upset, skin rash, and headache 
in some individuals [3]. It is also known that ALA can interact with some medications, 
including thyroid medications and chemotherapy drugs, so it is recommended that people 
taking these types of drugs speak to a healthcare professional before taking ALA.

Angler fish oil is generally recognized as an excellent source of omega-3 fatty acids such as 
DHA and EPA. Omega-3 fatty acids can reduce the risk of heart disease and support brain 
function. However, anglerfish oil may cause side effects such as stomach upset, diarrhea, 
or painful gas in some people. In high doses, it can prevent blood from clotting more easily 
than usual, which can increase the risk of bleeding.

Aniracetam is a nootropic that is a stronger version of piracetam. Studies have shown that 
aniracetam can have positive effects on memory, concentration, and attention. However, 
research on the effects of aniracetam has mostly been done on animals, and more studies 
are needed to fully determine its effects in humans.

Anthocyanins are a type of flavonoid found in blue, purple, and red-colored fruits and vegeta-
bles. They are found in plants such as blueberries, raspberries, and eggplant. Anthocyanins 
have anti-inflammatory and antioxidant effects and may reduce the risk of heart disease, 
obesity, and type 2 diabetes.

Anthocyanins are generally considered safe but can cause stomach upset when con-
sumed in very large amounts. It’s also known that anthocyanins can interact with some 
medications, so it’s important to talk to a healthcare professional if you’re considering 
using them with other medications.

Arginine is an essential amino acid with a number of important functions in the body. 
Arginine is used to produce a compound called nitric oxide, which helps blood vessels 
dilate.

This feature supports the notion that arginine may have positive effects on high blood 
pressure, heart disease, and erectile dysfunction. However, arginine can sometimes have 
side effects and, in high doses, can cause stomach upsets, allergic reactions, and low blood 
pressure.
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Arnica is often used topically for pain and swelling. Studies have shown that arnica can 
relieve osteoarthritis and post-surgical pain. Arnica is generally safe when used on the 
skin, but can cause serious side effects when taken orally, so oral intake is not generally 
recommended.

Artichoke is an herb often used to improve digestive health, lower cholesterol levels, and 
support liver health. Studies have shown that artichoke extract can lower cholesterol levels, 
especially in people with high cholesterol.

Artichokes are generally well tolerated, but can cause gas, stomach pain, and allergic 
reactions in some individuals. It is also recommended that people with gallbladder disease 
speak with a healthcare professional before taking artichokes.

Ashwagandha, scientifically called Withania somnifera, is considered an adaptogen, mean-
ing it can help reduce stress and anxiety. Various studies have shown that ashwagandha 
can reduce chronic stress, improve overall mood, and relieve symptoms of anxiety and 
depression. Studies have also shown that ashwagandha can in some cases improve cogni-
tive function and have positive effects on memory.

Ashwagandha is generally well tolerated but may have some side effects. These are usu-
ally mild and may include stomach upset, headaches, and insomnia. Additionally, due to 
the fact that ashwagandha can affect thyroid hormone levels, it is important for people with 
thyroid disease to consult a healthcare professional before using this supplement.

Astragalus is a plant species commonly used in herbal medicine. Studies have shown that 
astragalus supplements can strengthen the immune system, improve heart health, and even 
help treat some types of cancer.

Astragalus is generally considered safe, but in some people, it can cause stomach 
upset, allergic skin reactions, and an overactive immune system. It can interact with 
some medications, so it’s important to consult your healthcare provider before using any 
supplement.

Bacopa monnieri is an herb used to improve memory and cognitive functions. Studies 
have shown that Bacopa monnieri can improve memory abilities and learning speed. 
However, Bacopa monnieri can cause side effects such as nausea, dry mouth, fatigue, 
and diarrhea. Also, Bacopa monnieri may have an effect on thyroid hormones, so 
people with thyroid disease are advised to exercise caution when taking Bacopa 
monnieri.

Branched-chain amino acids (BCAAs) contain three essential amino acids called leucine, 
isoleucine, and valine. BCAAs are often used to increase muscle growth and performance. 
Studies have shown that BCAA supplements can reduce muscle fatigue, improve perfor-
mance during exercise, and accelerate muscle recovery.

However, too much BCAA consumption can cause stomach upset in some people, and 
excessive doses can cause nervous system disorders in some people.

Beetroot extract is a supplement often used to improve sports performance and lower blood 
pressure. Studies have shown that beetroot extract can increase exercise capacity and lower 
blood pressure due to its nitrate content.

Beetroot extract is generally well tolerated but may cause red or pink urine or stool in 
some individuals, which is usually harmless. Due to its high nitrate content, it is recom-
mended that some people speak to their healthcare professionals before using beetroot 
extract, especially those with kidney disease or urinary tract infections.
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Beta-glucan is a type of fiber often used to boost the immune system and lower cholesterol 
levels. Studies have shown that beta-glucan can increase the immune response and lower 
LDL (“bad”) cholesterol levels.

Beta-glucan is generally well tolerated, but may cause gas, diarrhea, or stomach pain 
in some individuals [2]. It is also recommended that people with autoimmune diseases 
consult a healthcare professional before taking beta-glucan, due to its immune-boosting 
effect.

Beta-carotene is a carotenoid found naturally in orange-colored vegetables such as carrots, 
sweet potatoes, and zucchinis. It functions similarly to vitamin A in the body, which is 
important for eye health, the immune system, and cell growth and function.

As an antioxidant, beta-carotene is believed to protect cells against free radical dam-
age. However, supplementation with beta-carotene may increase the risk of lung cancer 
in smokers and people exposed to asbestos. Therefore, beta-carotene supplementation is 
generally not recommended for these groups.

Betaine is a compound often used to improve heart health and liver function. Studies have 
shown that betaine has the potential to lower homocysteine levels, thereby reducing the 
risk of heart disease.

However, in high dosages, betaine can cause nausea, diarrhea, stomach pain, and, in 
some cases, muscle cramps. It is also recommended that people with certain medical con-
ditions (e.g., those with high blood pressure or kidney disease) speak with a healthcare 
professional before using betaine.

Bilberry is a fruit used to support vision health and reduce the risk of heart disease. It also 
has antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties. However, bilberry may not be safe for 
everyone and may interact with some medications. That’s why it’s important to talk to a 
healthcare professional if you’re considering taking bilberry supplements.

Biotin is a water-soluble vitamin that is a member of the B vitamin family. Biotin supports 
the body’s ability to convert food into energy. It also helps improve the health of hair, skin, 
and nails.

Biotin deficiency is extremely rare because many foods contain biotin, and the body 
requires small amounts of biotin. However, if it occurs, symptoms such as hair loss, red 
rashes, depression, and fatigue may be observed.

Excess biotin intake is generally not harmful because the body excretes excess biotin 
through urine. However, when biotin is consumed in high doses, it can affect the results of 
some blood and hormone tests. For this reason, check with a healthcare professional before 
using biotin supplements.

Black cohosh is an herb often used to relieve menopausal symptoms. However, it can cause 
liver damage in some cases and should not be used by people with liver disease. It can also 
cause side effects such as stomach upset, headache, and sweating.

In particular, people with liver disease should avoid consuming black cohosh.

Black pepper is often used to improve digestion and appetite. An ingredient called piper-
ine can increase nutrient absorption and reduce inflammation. However, black pepper can 
cause stomach upset and skin irritation in some people. Black pepper can also affect the 
metabolism of certain drugs, thus affecting prescription drugs.
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Blueberries are often used for the prevention of urinary tract infections (UTIs). Studies have 
shown that blueberries can reduce the frequency of UTIs.

Blueberries are generally well tolerated but may cause stomach upsets in some people. 
Also, it is known that blueberries can interact with some medications, such as warfarin, so 
it is recommended that people taking such medications speak to a healthcare professional 
before taking blueberries as supplements.

Boswellia is a plant extract from the resin of the Boswellia serrata tree and has been tradition-
ally used to treat inflammation and pain. Clinical studies have shown that Boswellia can 
relieve symptoms of osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis. However, some people may 
experience side effects such as stomach upset, acid reflux, diarrhea, and skin rashes while 
taking Boswellia.

Peppermint Burdock root is often used for skin ailments and as a blood purifier. However, 
there is not enough scientific evidence about these uses of the root of hibiscus. Peppermint 
is generally well tolerated but may cause allergic reactions in some individuals. It may also 
interact with diabetes medications, as it can lower blood sugar.

Caffeine is the most widely used stimulant in the world. Caffeine is often used to increase 
energy levels and alertness, improve physical performance, and sometimes aid weight 
management. Studies have found strong evidence that caffeine provides these effects.

Caffeine is generally considered safe, but in excessive amounts, it can cause palpi-
tations, restlessness, insomnia, headaches, and stomach upset. Too much caffeine can 
cause heart rhythm disturbances and even death, so it’s important to manage the dose 
carefully.

Calcium is the most common mineral in the human body and is vital for the health of bones 
and teeth. It also has an important role in heart rate and nerve conduction. Calcium defi-
ciency can cause osteoporosis, dental caries, and muscle problems. It may also increase the 
risk of fractures, especially among older adults and postmenopausal women.

However, high doses of calcium can cause kidney stones, heart problems, and digestive 
system problems in some cases. It’s best to talk to a healthcare professional before using 
calcium supplements.

Cardamom can help relieve conditions such as digestive problems, colds, and asthma. One 
study found that cardamom was effective in reducing high blood pressure. Cardamom is 
generally safe but can cause allergic reactions in some people. People with gallstones, 
especially, should be cautious as cardamom can increase bile flow.

Cat’s claw is used to boost the immune system and reduce inflammation. Some studies have 
shown that cat claw can relieve symptoms of osteoarthritis and rheumatoid arthritis.

Cat’s claw is generally well tolerated, but some people may experience side effects such 
as headache, dizziness, and vomiting. It is also recommended that people taking such 
drugs speak to a healthcare professional before taking cat’s claw, as it may interact with 
immunosuppressant drugs.

Cayenne pepper is known to have positive effects on digestion and appetite. Also, an ingre-
dient called capsaicin may have pain-relieving properties. However, cayenne pepper can 
cause stomach upset and skin irritation and may interact with some medications, particu-
larly acetaminophen.
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Centrophenoxine is a nootropic used to delay signs of aging and improve cognitive function. 
Centrophenoxine can generally improve memory and concentration and increase antiox-
idant activity in the brain. However, more research is needed to fully determine these 
effects.

Chamomile (Daisy) is known for its relaxing and anti-inflammatory effects. It is used as 
a sleep regulator, relieving digestive problems and skin ailments. However, it can cause 
allergic reactions in some people, especially those who are allergic to chamomile or 
other herbs.

Chlorella is a type of freshwater seaweed and is known for its high protein, vitamin, 
mineral, and fiber content. Studies have shown that chlorella supplements can pro-
mote detoxification, strengthen the immune system, and lower cholesterol and blood 
pressure.

Chlorella is generally considered safe, but can cause allergic reactions, stomach upsets, 
dizziness, gas formation, and green stools in some people. People with a chlorella allergy 
should avoid using it.

Choline is part of the vitamin B complex. It plays an important role in nerve conduction, 
cell membrane structure, and fat metabolism. It is also a nutrient involved in methylation 
processes. Studies have shown that adequate choline intake is especially important for 
pregnant women because it is essential for fetal brain development and may reduce the risk 
of neural tube defects.

Choline bitartrate is a B vitamin involved in the production of acetylcholine, the neurotrans-
mitter in the brain. Studies have shown that choline bitartrate can improve learning and 
memory abilities and support liver health.

However, when taken in high dosages, choline bitartrate can cause side effects such 
as nausea, diarrhea, and rarely low blood pressure and liver toxicity. It is also recom-
mended that people with certain medical conditions (e.g., those with Parkinson’s dis-
ease or depression) speak with a healthcare professional before using choline bitartrate.

Chondroitin is a compound that occurs naturally in the body and is often used for joint 
health. Chondroitin sulfate reduces stress on cartilage and joints by providing the fluid that 
fills the cartilage.

It is often used in combination with glucosamine to relieve symptoms of osteoarthritis. 
However, some studies have found that chondroitin supplements can relieve symptoms, 
while others have found little or no effect.

Chondroitin is generally considered safe, but can cause stomach upset, constipation, 
diarrhea, headache, and skin rash in some people. Chondroitin can interact with blood 
thinners, so it’s important to talk to a healthcare professional if you’re taking this type of 
medication.

MSM (Methyl Sulfonyl Methane) is a compound that occurs naturally in the body and is often 
used for joint health. It is thought to help relieve symptoms of osteoarthritis.

MSM is generally considered safe, but it can cause stomach upset, diarrhea, constipa-
tion, fatigue, or headache in some people. MSM may interact with blood thinners and some 
anti-inflammatory drugs.

Chromium is necessary for the body to perform carbohydrate, protein, and fat metabolism 
properly. It also helps insulin work properly. Chromium deficiency is rare, but if it occurs, 
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symptoms such as nerve damage, poor blood sugar control, and problems with lipid metab-
olism may occur.

Excess chromium intake is generally safe, but very high doses can cause stomach 
upsets, low blood sugar, skin irritation, and liver and kidney damage. Check with a health-
care professional before using chromium supplements.

Cinnamon is often used to lower blood sugar levels, and research has shown that cinnamon 
has this effect. However, cinnamon can cause stomach upset and skin irritation in some 
people. Also, cinnamon may interact with certain medications, particularly diabetes and 
liver medications.

Citicoline (CDP-Choline) is a natural compound that protects nerve cells in the brain and 
can improve brain function. It is thought to be useful in the treatment of a variety of neu-
rological conditions, including Alzheimer’s disease, Parkinson’s disease, and glaucoma. 
However, more research is needed to fully determine these effects.

CoQ10 (Coenzyme Q10) helps cells produce energy and also acts as an antioxidant. CoQ10 is 
a supplement known to have positive effects on heart health in particular.

CoQ10 deficiency is rare, but can occur with certain genetic, metabolic, or mitochon-
drial disorders, the use of certain drugs such as statins, or as we age. When used as a 
supplement, CoQ10 is generally well tolerated but can cause stomach upset in some cases. 
It may also increase the risk of bleeding when used with blood thinners.

Collagen is one of the most common types of protein in the body and is critical to the health 
and elasticity of the skin. Studies have shown that collagen supplements can slow skin 
aging and improve joint health. Collagen is generally considered safe, but in some cases, it 
can cause digestive upset, heartburn, and allergic reactions.

Colloidal silver is a liquid containing microscopic silver particles. There are claims 
that colloidal silver has antibacterial, antiviral, and antifungal properties, but these 
effects have not been scientifically proven. More importantly, the use of colloidal 
silver can cause serious side effects, such as argyria, a permanent blue-gray discol-
oration of the skin. Therefore, the use of colloidal silver supplements is generally not  
recommended.

Copper plays an important role in energy production, iron metabolism, immune function, 
and nervous system function. Copper is also a component of the antioxidant superoxide 
dismutase.

Copper deficiency is extremely rare, but when it does occur, symptoms such as anemia, 
low white blood cell count, osteoporosis, and other bone disorders can be seen. Excessive 
copper intake can lead to stomach pain, diarrhea, vomiting, and even liver damage. So, talk 
to a healthcare professional before using copper supplements.

Cordyceps is a type of mushroom and is often used to increase energy levels and improve 
overall health. Studies have shown that cordyceps has antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and 
anti-aging properties.

Cordyceps is generally well tolerated, but may cause stomach upset, diarrhea, or dry 
mouth in some individuals. Also, people with autoimmune diseases or those taking immu-
nosuppressive drugs are advised to exercise caution when taking cordyceps, as cordyceps 
can affect the immune system.
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Cordyceps mushroom is often used to increase energy levels and physical performance. 
Studies have shown that cordyceps can reduce fatigue and improve exercise performance.

Cordyceps is generally well tolerated but can cause mild stomach upsets in some peo-
ple. This fungus can also affect the immune system and therefore pose a risk to people with 
autoimmune disease.

Coriander is often used for digestive issues and high cholesterol levels. Studies have shown 
that coriander can relieve digestive ailments and lower cholesterol levels.

Coriander is generally safe, but it can cause allergic reactions in some people. Also, 
coriander can lower blood sugar levels, so caution should be exercised when using diabetes 
medications.

Creatine is a popular supplement often used to increase muscle strength and size. Studies 
have shown that creatine supplements can improve performance, especially during short-
term, intense workouts.

Creatine is generally considered safe, but it can cause stomach upset and muscle cramps 
in some people. In rare cases, excessive doses can cause severe kidney damage.

Cumin is used for digestive problems, and research has shown that cumin can improve diges-
tive health and aid weight loss. Cumin is generally well tolerated but may cause stomach 
upset in some people. Cumin can also lower blood sugar levels, so caution should be exer-
cised when using diabetes medications.

Dandelion Root (Black market root) is used as a diuretic and digestive aid. Some studies have 
shown that black market root has diuretic and antioxidant properties.

Black market is generally well tolerated but may cause allergic reactions or stomach 
upsets in some individuals. In addition, the black market may interact with drugs such as 
diuretics, anticoagulants, and lithium.

DIM (Diindolylmethane) is a compound formed during the digestion of I3C and is also  
found in vegetables such as cabbage and broccoli. It can help balance estrogen levels, 
which can reduce the risk of cancer. In addition, DIM is also thought to have antioxidant 
and anti-inflammatory effects. However, more clinical studies are needed to determine the 
full effects of this compound.

DMAE (Dimethylaminoethanol) is a compound often used to improve memory and learning, 
relieve symptoms of depression, and improve skin health. However, research supporting 
these effects of DMAE is limited.

Potential side effects of DMAE include restlessness, headache, insomnia, dry mouth, 
and high blood pressure. It is also recommended that people with certain medical condi-
tions (e.g., those with bipolar disorder or epilepsy) speak with a healthcare professional 
before using DMAE.

Dong Quai is an herb frequently used in traditional Chinese medicine. Studies have shown that 
Dong Quai supplements can relieve menopausal symptoms, regulate the menstrual cycle, and 
reduce inflammation. Studies have shown that Dong Quai may have anti-inflammatory and 
antioxidant effects.

Dong Quai is generally considered safe, but can cause stomach upset, skin sensitivity, 
and allergic reactions in some people. It may also affect the blood’s ability to clot, so it 
should not be used before surgery or by those taking anticoagulants.
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Echinacea is an herbal supplement that is thought to have positive effects, especially in 
increasing body resistance against colds and other respiratory tract infections. Studies have 
shown that echinacea supplements can reduce the duration and severity of cold symptoms. 
However, echinacea can cause allergic reactions and should not be used with immunosup-
pressive drugs as it affects the immune system.

Elderberry is a fruit thought to have antioxidant and antiviral properties that can help relieve 
flu and cold symptoms. Some studies have shown that elderberry can support the immune 
system and shorten the duration of flu and cold. However, keep in mind that elderberry is 
not safe for everyone. Pregnant or breastfeeding women should speak to a healthcare pro-
fessional before taking elderberry supplements.

Elderberry is often used to prevent and treat migraine headaches. Some studies have shown 
that elderberry can reduce the frequency and severity of migraine headaches.

Elderberry is generally well tolerated, but some people may experience side effects such 
as stomach upset, headache, itching, weakness, and runny nose. It is also recommended 
that pregnant and breastfeeding women avoid using elderberry because there is insufficient 
safety information.

Eucalyptus, Inhaling eucalyptus oil can relieve coughs and open airways. However, apply-
ing the oil directly to the skin or taking it orally can cause serious side effects. Particular 
attention should be paid in case of poisoning in children.

Fennel is often used for digestive issues such as gas and bloating. Studies have shown that 
fennel can alleviate these conditions and reduce menopausal symptoms.

Fennel is generally well tolerated but can cause allergic reactions in some people. Also, 
people with hormone-sensitive conditions need to be cautious, as fennel has estrogen-like 
effects.

Fenugreek is an herb known especially for its potential to help with digestive problems and 
menopausal symptoms. However, fenugreek can cause stomach upset, diarrhea, and skin 
irritation in some cases and can lower blood sugar levels, so individuals with diabetes 
should be cautious.

Fiber Supplements, dietary fiber is indigestible plant-based nutrients and is vital to a healthy 
digestive system. Fiber supplements can help prevent constipation, manage blood sugar, 
lower cholesterol levels, and control weight in people who are fiber deficient.

Fiber supplements are generally considered safe, but taking excessive amounts can 
cause stomach upset, bloating, and gas. Additionally, consuming large amounts of fiber 
without increasing water consumption can cause intestinal obstruction.

Folic acid is a vitamin that is a member of the B vitamin family and has many functions in 
the body. It aids in the production of red and white blood cells and plays an important role 
in the production of DNA and RNA. It is especially important for pregnant women because 
it can help prevent birth defects.

Folic acid deficiency can lead to megaloblastic anemia, in which one’s body cannot 
produce enough healthy red blood cells. High doses of folic acid are usually harmless 
but can mask a vitamin B12 deficiency. This can lead to permanent nerve damage if left 
untreated. Therefore, one should talk to a healthcare professional before using folic acid 
supplements.
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Garcinia cambogia is a supplement used specifically for weight loss. One component, 
hydroxycitric acid (HCA), can reduce appetite and reduce fat production. Some studies 
have shown that Garcinia cambogia can promote weight loss, but the effects are usually 
minor.

Garcinia cambogia is generally considered safe, but in some cases, it can cause stomach 
upsets, headaches, and skin rashes. Also, some users have reported side effects such as 
liver problems and digestive issues. It may also interact with some medications and should 
not be used by pregnant or breastfeeding women.

Garlic is often used to improve cardiovascular health and boost immunity. Studies have 
shown that garlic can lower high blood pressure and high cholesterol levels.

Garlic is generally well tolerated but can cause stomach upsets and bad breath in some 
people. Also, it is known that garlic can interact with some medications, especially antico-
agulants, so it is recommended that people taking such medications speak to a healthcare 
professional before taking garlic as supplements.

Ginger is often used for nausea and digestive problems. Studies have shown that ginger is 
effective at reducing nausea and can relieve inflammation. However, it can cause stomach 
upset and skin irritation in some people. Ginger can also slow down the blood clotting 
process, so caution should be exercised when using it with anticoagulants.

Ginkgo biloba is an herbal supplement used to improve cognitive function and treat circula-
tory problems. Some studies have shown that Ginkgo biloba can improve cognitive func-
tions in people with dementia and Alzheimer’s.

Ginkgo biloba is generally considered safe, but in some people, it can cause side effects 
such as stomach upset, headache, skin rashes, and dizziness. It may also interact with 
blood-thinning medications, increasing the risk of bleeding.

Ginseng is an herbal supplement used to increase energy levels, support the immune system, 
and improve cognitive function. Studies have found some evidence that ginseng provides 
these effects, but more research is needed.

Ginseng is generally considered safe, but it can have some side effects, including head-
ache, insomnia, and stomach upset. Ginseng should be used with caution in people with 
diabetes, as it can lower blood sugar.

Glucosamine is a natural compound that helps keep joints healthy. The body uses glucos-
amine to make cartilage and other joint tissues. Glucosamine supplements are often used 
to relieve symptoms of osteoarthritis.

Glucosamine is generally considered safe, but can cause stomach upset, heartburn, 
headaches, and allergic reactions in some people. It may also interact with certain medica-
tions, such as blood thinners, cancer drugs, and diabetes drugs.

Goji berry is a berry rich in antioxidants and is thought to have many health benefits. Goji 
berries can help support cardiovascular health, improve eye health, and boost the immune 
system. However, goji berries can also cause some side effects and cause allergic reactions 
in some people. It can also interact with blood-thinning drugs, and one should be careful 
if taking them as supplements.

Goldenseal root is often used for digestive problems and skin conditions. However, there is 
insufficient scientific evidence about the effect of goldenseal root on these conditions.
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Goldenseal is generally safe but can cause stomach upset, restlessness, irritability, and 
difficulty breathing in some people. Also, long-term use is potentially harmful because 
goldenseal’s component, called berberine, can cause brain damage, often when used in 
high doses or for long periods of time.

Gotu kola is an herb commonly used in folk medicine in Asia. Studies have shown that taking 
Gotu Kola as a supplement can accelerate wound healing, reduce anxiety and depression, 
and improve memory.

Gotu kola is generally considered safe, but it can cause stomach upset, headaches, diz-
ziness, and drowsiness in some people. It can also cause liver damage, so it should not be 
used by those with liver disease or those taking drugs that affect liver health.

Grape seed extract is commonly used for high blood pressure, chronic venous insuffi-
ciency, and high cholesterol levels. However, it can cause stomach upset and allergic reac-
tions in some people. Grape seed extract may also interact with blood thinners and other 
medications.

Green coffee bean extract is often used for weight loss. Some studies have found that green 
coffee bean extract can exert this effect. However, because it contains caffeine, it can cause 
side effects such as insomnia, stomach upsets, and rapid heartbeat.

Green tea extract is often used for general health and weight management purposes due to its 
antioxidant effect. Studies have shown that green tea extract can increase weight loss and 
metabolic rate, reduce the risk of cardiovascular disease, and even protect against some 
types of cancer.

Green tea extract is generally considered safe, but because it contains caffeine, it 
can cause restlessness, insomnia, headaches, and stomach upset in some people. It has 
also been stated that it can cause liver damage, so the recommended dose should not be 
exceeded.

Guggul is a resin derived from the Commiphora mukul tree and is often used for the treatment 
of high cholesterol and atherosclerosis. Studies have shown that guggul has the potential to 
lower LDL (“bad”) cholesterol.

However, some side effects have been reported, particularly nausea, abdominal pain, 
headache, and diarrhea. Also, guggul may have a negative effect on thyroid hormones, so 
people with thyroid diseases are advised to exercise caution when taking guggul.

Hawthorn is an herb that is often used as a natural treatment for heart ailments. This herb 
is used in the treatment of. However, hawthorn can also cause a number of side effects, 
especially when taken with other heart medications. These may include dizziness, stomach 
upsets, and in rare cases even arrhythmia.

Hawthorn berry is often used as a natural treatment for various heart diseases includ-
ing coronary artery disease, heart failure, and irregular heartbeats (arrhythmias). Some 
studies have shown that its consumption can improve left ventricular function and reduce 
symptoms in people with heart failure. Hawthorn can also relieve symptoms of heart 
diseases such as chest pain (angina). However, taking this herb along with other heart 
medications may decrease or increase the effects of the drugs.

Hemp Oil (Cannabidiol (CBD)), also known as hemp oil, is a natural ingredient derived  
from the cannabis plant and can provide many health benefits. Various studies have shown 
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that CBD can help treat conditions such as pain, anxiety, depression, and insomnia. It may 
also help relieve symptoms of epilepsy and play a potential role in the treatment of certain 
types of cancer.

CBD is generally well tolerated but can cause side effects in some people; these are 
usually mild and include dizziness, insomnia, dry mouth, and low blood pressure. There 
are also some reports stating that CBD can interact with some medications to cause liver 
damage. It is therefore crucial to discuss this with a healthcare professional before taking 
this supplement.

HMB (Beta-Hydroxy Beta-Methylbutyrate) is a supplement often used to prevent muscle 
loss and improve exercise performance. Studies have shown that HMB can reduce exercise- 
related muscle damage and improve exercise performance.

HMB is generally well tolerated but may cause stomach upset in some individuals. 
Also, it is known that HMB can interact with other supplements and medications, so peo-
ple considering using HMB are advised to speak with a healthcare professional.

Holy Basil or Tulsi, is considered an adaptogen and is often used to help relieve stress and 
anxiety. Studies have shown that Holy Basil can actually be used to improve overall mood 
and to relieve symptoms of anxiety and stress.

Holy Basil is generally well tolerated but may cause stomach upset in some cases. It has 
also been noted that Holy Basil may lower blood sugar levels and therefore interact with 
diabetes medications.

Hordenine is a compound found in a variety of herbs and is often used as an energy booster 
and weight loss aid. However, the scientific literature on these effects of hordenine is lim-
ited, and more research is needed to confirm these effects.

Horse Chestnut can help relieve symptoms of venous insufficiency such as varicose veins 
and leg pain. A number of studies have shown that horse chestnut can reduce these symp-
toms. However, keep in mind that horse chestnut is not safe for everyone. In particular, 
people with kidney disease and pregnant or breastfeeding women should avoid consuming 
horse chestnut.

Huperzine A is a compound often used to improve memory and cognitive function. Studies 
have shown that Huperzine A can relieve symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease.

Huperzine A can cause a number of side effects, including nausea, diarrhea, vomiting, 
and high blood pressure. It is also recommended that people with certain medical condi-
tions (e.g., those with asthma or epilepsy) speak with a healthcare professional before using 
Huperzine A.

Hyaluronic acid is a substance found naturally in the body and is often used in skin care 
products to increase the skin’s ability to retain water. It is also found in joint fluid to help 
the joints work properly. Hyaluronic acid supplements may be particularly useful in the 
treatment of osteoarthritis. However, the efficacy and safety of these supplements are still 
unclear, and more research is needed.

Indole-3-Carbinol (I3C) is a compound found in vegetables such as cabbage and broccoli. 
Some preliminary studies suggest that I3C may regulate estrogen metabolism and thus 
exert a protective effect on some types of cancer. However, more research is needed to 
fully understand these effects.
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Inositol is a molecule that helps cells communicate. It plays a role in insulin signaling as well 
as nervous system health. Inositol supplements are often used by people with polycystic 
ovary syndrome (PCOS) and other endocrine disorders. Inositol can help improve insulin 
sensitivity, which can be especially helpful for people with PCOS. However, these and 
other potential health effects of inositol are still under active research.

Iodine is necessary for the production of thyroid hormones. These hormones regulate the 
body’s basic functions such as energy production and oxygen use by cells.

Iodine deficiency can lead to an enlarged thyroid gland (goiter) and health problems 
such as hypothyroidism. Excessive iodine intake can negatively affect thyroid functions. 
Adequate iodine intake is important, especially during pregnancy and lactation. Take care 
to see a healthcare professional before using iodine supplements.

Iron is a mineral that plays an important role in the oxygen transport function of red 
blood cells. It also helps the body produce energy, and the immune system works 
properly.

Iron deficiency can cause anemia, in which the body cannot produce enough healthy 
oxygen-carrying red blood cells. This often causes fatigue, weakness, pale skin, and 
dizziness.

Excess iron can be toxic, especially in the case of hemochromatosis, a condition in 
which absorbed iron is absorbed rapidly. High doses of iron can lead to liver damage, heart 
problems, hormone imbalances, and other health problems. As a result, it is important to 
consult a healthcare professional before using iron supplements.

Kava kava is an herb used specifically to relieve symptoms of anxiety and stress. Studies 
have shown that kava kava supplements can reduce symptoms of anxiety and have a posi-
tive effect on overall mood.

Kava kava should be used with caution, as prolonged or excessive use can cause liver 
damage. It can also cause dizziness, insomnia, stomach upsets, and skin rashes. Kava kava 
can increase liver damage when used with alcohol or other drugs.

Konjac root contains a dietary fiber called glucomannan and is often used to support weight 
loss and relieve constipation. Studies have shown that glucomannan can aid weight loss 
and also lower blood sugar and cholesterol levels. However, caution should be exercised 
when consuming konjac root because glucomannan grows when mixed with water and can 
cause a blockage in the throat or intestines. Therefore, it should be taken with sufficient 
liquid.

Kudzu is an herb known for its potential to reduce alcohol consumption and be used in 
the treatment of alcohol dependence. Studies have found that rabies can reduce alco-
hol intake and help treat alcohol dependence. However, kudzu can cause side effects 
in some people; these side effects are usually mild and include stomach upsets and 
headaches.

L-Carnitine is an amino acid that plays a role in many important metabolic processes, espe-
cially energy production and muscle function. Studies have shown that L-carnitine supple-
ments can improve physical performance and be beneficial in the treatment of various 
health conditions such as aging and cardiovascular diseases.

L-Carnitine is generally considered safe, but can cause stomach upset, heart palpita-
tions, and muscle weakness in some people.
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Licorice root (Glycyrrhiza glabra) is widely used in the treatment of digestive system ail-
ments, especially stomach ulcers, reflux, and sore throat. However, it can cause high blood 
pressure, low potassium levels, and other health problems when used in high doses or for 
a long time.

Lion’s Mane mushroom is known for its neurotrophic properties, which means it can support 
the growth and health of brain cells. Studies have shown that Lion’s Mane can improve 
cognitive function and alleviate symptoms of Alzheimer’s disease and other neurodegen-
erative diseases.

Lion’s Mane is generally well tolerated but may cause allergic reactions in some peo-
ple. It is also thought that the fungus may interact with diabetes medications and blood 
thinners.

Lutein is a carotenoid important for eye and skin health. Lutein is especially concentrated 
in the retina and macula of the eye and protects these areas from the harmful blue light 
of the sun. Lutein also serves as an antioxidant and protects cells against free radical 
damage.

Lutein deficiency can lead to eye diseases such as age-related macular degeneration 
(AMD) and cataracts. Lutein supplementation can reduce the risk of AMD and cataracts, 
but excessive consumption can cause a yellowish discoloration of the skin.

Lycopene is a carotenoid found in red fruits and vegetables such as tomatoes, watermelon, 
and grapefruit. It has antioxidant properties, and some studies suggest that it may reduce 
the risk of prostate cancer.

Lycopene deficiency does not cause significant disease, but adequate lycopene con-
sumption may protect against prostate cancer, heart disease, and other signs of aging.

Lycopene supplementation is generally considered safe but can cause a slight yellowish 
discoloration of the skin when taken in overdose.

Maca (Lepidium meyenii) is a plant native to the Andes and is often used for energy and gen-
eral health. Maca powder can be used to relieve menopausal symptoms, reduce depression 
and anxiety, increase energy and stamina, improve sexual function, and support overall 
brain function. However, there is no conclusive scientific evidence yet about these effects 
of maca. Studies have often yielded mixed results, and further work is required.

Magnesium is a mineral that plays an important role in the body’s energy production, protein 
synthesis, and muscle and nerve function. It also helps maintain normal bone structure. 
Magnesium deficiency is rare, but when it does occur, fatigue, weakness, loss of appetite, 
nausea, vomiting, rapid heartbeat, and other symptoms may be experienced.

High doses of magnesium are generally safe, but excessive intake can cause diarrhea. 
Also, people with kidney disease may have very high magnesium levels. It is recommended 
to talk to a healthcare professional before using magnesium supplements.

Mangosteen is a tropical fruit thought to have antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and antican-
cer effects. However, more research on mangosteen is needed, and it may not be safe for 
everyone. In particular, mangosteen can lower blood sugar, which may affect people with 
diabetes. Also, it can interact with some medications, so you should talk to your doctor if 
you’re considering consuming mangosteen.

Marshmallow root is often used for cough, sore throat, and skin conditions. Studies have 
shown that marshmallow root can relieve coughs and stomach ulcers.
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Marshmallow root is generally well tolerated but may cause stomach upset in some 
people. Also, marshmallow root can reduce the absorption of drugs by the body, so it 
should not be taken at the same time as other drugs.

Melatonin is a hormone that regulates the body’s natural sleep–wake cycle. Melatonin sup-
plements are often used in conditions such as jet lag or sleep disorders. Studies have shown 
that melatonin supplements can help people with insomnia.

Melatonin is generally considered safe, but it can have some side effects, including diz-
ziness, headache, stomach upset, and restlessness.

Milk thistle is an herb commonly used to support liver health. Some studies have shown that 
milk thistle supplements can reduce liver damage and improve the overall health of people 
with liver disease.

Milk thistle is generally considered safe, but it can cause stomach upset, diarrhea, stom-
ach cramps, and allergic reactions in some people. It may also interact with some medica-
tions and should not be used by pregnant or breastfeeding women.

Molybdenum is involved in the structure of many enzymes and plays a role in the 
metabolism of proteins. Molybdenum deficiency is a rare condition and usually has no 
obvious symptoms. However, a high intake of molybdenum can cause gout-like symp-
toms. One should therefore talk to a healthcare professional before using molybdenum 
supplements.

Moringa is a supplement used to support overall health and increase energy levels. Studies 
have shown that moringa has antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and antidiabetic effects.

Moringa is generally considered safe, but overdoses can cause diarrhea, stomach upsets, 
and trouble sleeping. Pregnant women should avoid excessive consumption of moringa leaf 
because it can increase uterine contractions.

Niacin is a water-soluble vitamin that is a member of the B vitamin family. Niacin aids 
in energy production and supports nerve function, skin health, and the digestive system. 
Niacin deficiency can lead to a condition called pellagra. Pellagra symptoms include diar-
rhea, skin rashes, dementia, and death.

However, high doses of niacin can lead to liver damage, stomach ulcers, low blood 
pressure, and other serious health problems. Turn to a healthcare professional before using 
niacin supplements.

Noni fruit is a tropical fruit thought to have antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and anal-
gesic effects. However, more research is needed on the health effects of noni fruit, 
and it may not be safe for everyone. In particular, people with kidney disease should 
avoid consuming noni fruit, as noni fruit can raise potassium levels, which can worsen 
kidney disease.

Noopept is a nootropic from the piracetam family and is often used to improve cognitive 
function and neurological health. Studies have shown that noopept can have positive 
effects on learning, memory, stress response, and mood. However, most of these studies 
have been performed in animal models, and more research is needed on their effects on 
humans.

Olive leaf extract is often used to lower blood pressure and improve cardiovascular health. 
Some studies have shown that olive leaf extract has these effects. However, it can cause 
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stomach upsets in some people and may interact with certain medications, particularly 
blood pressure medications and blood thinners.

Omega-3 fatty acids are essential fatty acids and are particularly important for cardio-
vascular health and brain function. Omega-3 fatty acids such as EPA (eicosapentaenoic 
acid) and DHA (docosahexaenoic acid) are found in fish and seafood. ALA (alpha-linolenic  
acid) is found in plant sources such as walnuts, chia seeds, and flax seeds.

Deficiency of omega-3 fatty acids is linked to attention deficit, cognitive decline, mood 
disorders, and cardiovascular disease. However, omega-3 supplements are not necessary 
for everyone and may increase the risk of bleeding, especially when used with certain 
medications.

Omega-6 Fatty Acids, Vegetable oils, nuts, and seeds contain a number of different fatty 
acids such as omega-6 fatty acids, linoleic acid (LA), and arachidonic acid (AA). These are 
essential fatty acids that the human body cannot produce naturally. They must therefore be 
obtained through a balanced diet.

Omega-6 fatty acids are known to be an important part of a healthy diet, but excessive 
intake can trigger inflammation and increase the risk of heart disease. It is important to 
consume a balanced ratio of omega-6 and omega-3 fatty acids.

Oregano oil is often used for colds and digestive issues, as it has antibacterial, antiviral, 
and anti-inflammatory properties. However, in high doses, oregano oil can cause stomach 
upsets and cause skin irritation. In addition, oregano oil may affect blood clotting, so cau-
tion should be exercised when using it with anticoagulants.

Oxiracetam is another nootropic from the piracetam family. It may improve learning and 
memory processes and have neuroprotective effects. However, more scientific evidence is 
needed about the effects of oxiracetam.

Pantothenic acid is a water-soluble vitamin that is a member of the B vitamin family. It has 
an important role in energy metabolism, fatty acid synthesis, and the production of some 
hormones and neurotransmitters.

Pantothenic acid deficiency is extremely rare because many foods contain pantothenic 
acid. However, if it occurs, symptoms such as fatigue, insomnia, depression, irritation, 
vomiting, stomach cramps, and upper respiratory tract infections may be observed.

Pantothenic acid is often found as part of food supplements and multivitamins and is 
generally considered safe in high doses. However, one should seek advice from a health-
care professional before using pantothenic acid supplements.

PEA (Phenylethylamine) is a naturally occurring compound in the body and is also found 
in certain foods, such as chocolate. It can help transmit chemical signals in the brain and 
elevate mood. However, when taken as a supplement, PEA is likely to be rapidly metabo-
lized, and most of its effects are not felt.

Peppermint oil is used for a number of ailments such as headaches, muscle pain, and diges-
tive issues. However, in high doses, it can cause stomach upset, dizziness, and a burning 
sensation in the mouth.

Phenylpiracetam is a modified version of piracetam with a phenyl group. This supplement 
can improve brain function, especially concentration, memory, and mental energy. It can 
also increase physical performance and improve cold tolerance. Phenylpiracetam has been 
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found to be effective in studies on patients with neurological and cognitive disorders. 
However, more research is needed to confirm its effects on healthy individuals.

Phosphatidylserine is one of the main components of the cell membrane and is often used to 
improve memory and cognitive function. Studies have shown that phosphatidylserine may 
have protective effects against stress and memory loss.

However, the side effects of phosphatidylserine supplementation are generally mild 
and can include nausea, gas, insomnia, and headache. Also, people taking blood-thinning 
medications such as warfarin are advised to be cautious while taking phosphatidylserine, 
as this supplement can slow blood clotting processes.

Picamilon is a nootropic drug that combines GABA and niacin components. It may help 
improve brain function and help relieve symptoms of anxiety and depression. However, 
these results are yet to be confirmed by further study.

Pramiracetam is a stronger derivative of piracetam and is often used to improve learning 
and memory. There is some evidence that pramiracetam can improve cognitive function. 
However, more research is needed to fully determine the effects of pramiracetam.

Prebiotics are nutrients that support the growth and activity of beneficial bacteria in the gut. 
Prebiotics have been found to improve digestive health, strengthen the immune system, 
and improve overall health.

Prebiotic supplements are generally considered safe, but excessive consumption can 
cause gas, bloating, and stomach upset.

Probiotics are beneficial microorganisms that generally live in the gut and are thought to 
have positive effects on health. Probiotics have been shown to boost the immune system, 
improve digestive health, and help manage some skin conditions.

Probiotic supplements are generally considered safe, but in some cases, they can cause 
stomach upset. They may also increase the risk of infection in individuals with weakened 
immune systems.

Protein powder is a popular supplement often used by athletes and individuals looking to 
build muscle. These products may contain proteins from soy, peas, milk (whey or casein), 
or eggs. Protein powders support muscle repair and growth after exercise.

Protein powders are generally considered safe, but consuming too much protein can 
cause stomach upset, diarrhea, dehydration, and other health problems in some people. 
Also, some protein powders may contain heavy metals, pesticides, and other harmful com-
pounds, so it’s important to choose a trusted brand.

Pterostilbene is a stilbene compound found specifically in blueberries and red grapes. 
Despite having a similar structure to resveratrol, pterostilbene may be more effective than 
resveratrol in some cases due to better bioavailability. Animal studies have shown that 
pterostilbene has antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and anticancer effects. However, more 
research is needed to determine whether these findings apply to humans.

Pycnogenol is a patented extract derived from the bark of the French maritime pine. 
Pycnogenol, a powerful antioxidant, is thought to have positive effects on heart health, skin 
health, diabetes, asthma, and even menopausal symptoms. However, it should be known 
that there may be side effects such as stomach disorders, headache, dizziness, and mouth 
ulcers.
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Quercetin is a flavonoid found in many types of fruits and vegetables, such as onions, apples, 
grapes, and tea. There is preliminary evidence that it has antioxidant and anti-inflammatory 
properties. Studies have shown that quercetin supplementation can relieve symptoms of a 
variety of conditions, including chronic prostatitis/chronic pelvic pain syndrome, rheuma-
toid arthritis, and metabolic syndrome. However, these results are yet to be confirmed in 
more extensive clinical studies.

Red clover is an herb used to relieve menopausal symptoms. The isoflavones it contains 
show estrogen-like effects and can reduce hot flashes and sweating. However, keep 
in mind that red clover is not safe for everyone. In particular, people with hormone-
related cancer and people with blood clotting problems should avoid consuming red 
clover.

Reishi mushroom is a supplement used to support overall health and the immune system. 
Studies have shown that Reishi mushroom has antioxidant and anti-inflammatory proper-
ties and may play a potential role in the treatment of certain types of cancer.

Reishi mushroom is generally well tolerated, but long-term use can lead to liver damage 
in some cases. Reishi mushroom can also lower blood pressure and slow blood clotting, 
so it should not be used before and after surgery or by people taking certain medications 
(e.g., blood thinners).

Resveratrol is a plant compound found mainly in grape skins and red wine. Various in vitro 
and animal studies have shown that resveratrol may have antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, 
and cardiovascular health protective effects. However, more and well-designed clinical 
studies are needed to determine the effects of resveratrol on human health.

Rhodiola rosea is often used to help reduce physical and mental fatigue. Studies have shown 
that rhodiola can improve overall brain function and relieve symptoms of fatigue, depres-
sion, and anxiety.

Rhodiola is generally well tolerated, but may cause headache, stomach upset, or insom-
nia in some people. It is thought that rhodiola may also affect blood pressure and therefore 
pose a risk to people with high blood pressure.

Riboflavin, or Vitamin B2, is a water-soluble vitamin that has an important role in energy 
production and cell growth and function. It also helps process other B vitamins in the 
body.

Riboflavin deficiency can cause a condition characterized by anemia, mouth and tongue 
lesions, skin lesions, and even edema. Riboflavin is generally safe and is not stored in the 
body, so excess intake is usually harmless. However, see a healthcare professional before 
using riboflavin supplements.

Rutin is a flavonoid found in a variety of fruits and vegetables, particularly nuts and whole 
grains. It is known for its ability to reduce inflammation and strengthen blood vessels. 
Rutin may be helpful in the treatment of chronic venous insufficiency and hemorrhoids. 
However, more research is needed to support these claims.

Saffron is often used to relieve symptoms of depression and PMS. Studies have shown that 
saffron has these effects. However, in high doses, saffron can cause dizziness, stomach 
upsets, and, in severe cases, saffron poisoning.
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S-adenosyl-L-methionine (SAMe) is a compound that occurs naturally in the body and plays 
a role in a number of biochemical reactions. Studies have shown that SAMe can help treat 
depression, osteoarthritis, and liver disease. However, SAMe can cause side effects such as 
stomach upset, skin rash, and headache, especially when taken in high doses.

Saw palmetto is a popular herbal supplement for prostate health, especially in men. Some 
research shows that saw palmetto can reduce prostate enlargement and relieve symptoms 
of benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH).

Saw palmetto is generally considered safe, but it can have side effects such as stomach 
upset, diarrhea, and headaches in some people. In rare cases, there can be serious side 
effects such as liver or pancreatic damage. It may also interact with blood thinners and 
should not be used before surgical operations.

Schisandra is a plant extract that can reduce stress and inflammation and increase over-
all stamina. Studies have shown that Schisandra has antioxidant and anti-inflammatory 
effects.

Schisandra is generally well tolerated but may cause stomach upsets in some individu-
als. It is also recommended that pregnant and lactating women, epilepsy patients, and 
people with peptic ulcers should not use Schisandra.

Selenium is a mineral that has an antioxidant effect and helps protect cells from damage. It is 
also necessary for thyroid function and DNA synthesis. Selenium deficiency is rare but can 
occur. In cases of deficiency, symptoms such as heart disease, hypothyroidism, and male 
infertility can be seen.

Excessive selenium intake can cause a condition called selenosis. This can lead to stom-
ach upsets, hair and nail loss, nerve damage, and other health problems. You should talk to 
a healthcare professional before using selenium supplements.

Shiitake mushrooms are often used in cooking in Asia, especially in Japan and China. 
However, it is also used as a food supplement due to its health benefits. Studies have shown 
that shiitake mushrooms can strengthen the immune system, improve heart health, and 
protect against cancer.

Shiitake mushrooms are generally well tolerated, but in some cases may cause allergic 
skin reactions. It has been stated that the fungus can also affect blood clotting and there-
fore pose a risk for people taking blood-thinning medications.

Slippery Elm Bark (Slippery poplar bark) is often used for coughs, sore throats, and diges-
tive ailments. Studies have shown that slippery poplar bark can relieve symptoms of irri-
table bowel syndrome and gastroesophageal reflux disease.

Slippery poplar bark is generally well tolerated but can cause allergic reactions in some 
individuals. Also, slippery poplar bark may reduce the absorption of drugs by the body, so 
it should not be taken at the same time as other drugs.

Sour cherry extract is often used to reduce inflammation and improve sleep quality. Studies 
have shown that sour cherry extract has the potential to reduce pain and inflammation and 
improve sleep quality.

Sour cherry extract is generally well tolerated but may cause stomach upset in some 
people. Also, the sour cherry extract may interact with some medications (e.g., blood thin-
ners), so it is recommended that people taking such medications speak to a healthcare 
professional before taking sour cherry extract.
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Soy isoflavones are often used to relieve menopausal symptoms and improve bone 
health. Studies have shown that soy isoflavones can specifically relieve menopausal 
symptoms.

Soy isoflavones are generally well tolerated but may cause stomach upsets in some 
individuals. It is also known that soy isoflavones may interact with some medications, par-
ticularly estrogen therapy, so it is recommended that people taking such treatments discuss 
with a healthcare professional before taking soy isoflavones.

Spirulina is a supplement that is a type of blue-green algae and contains many important 
vitamins and minerals. Studies have shown that spirulina can strengthen the immune sys-
tem, reduce allergic reactions, and even lower cholesterol and blood sugar.

Spirulina is generally considered safe, but it can cause stomach upset, dizziness, 
headaches, and allergic reactions in some people. Contaminated spirulina (e.g., with 
toxic metals) can cause serious health problems, so it should only be obtained from reli-
able sources.

St. John’s Wort is an herbal supplement used to treat mild to moderate depression. Various 
studies show that St. John’s Wort can relieve symptoms of depression.

St. John’s Wort is generally considered safe, but it can have serious side effects. This 
supplement may interact with other medications to reduce their effectiveness, especially 
medications such as antidepressants, birth control pills, and anticoagulants. It can also 
interact with a number of medications, so it’s important to check in with a healthcare pro-
fessional before using it with other medications.

Sulforaphane is a sulfur compound found in vegetables such as broccoli. There is some evi-
dence that it has antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties. Some studies suggest that 
sulforaphane may have the potential to fight cancer and improve brain health. However, 
more research is needed on how effective these effects are in humans.

Synbiotics are supplements designed to combine the benefits of both probiotics and prebiot-
ics. Studies have shown that synbiotics can improve gut health, strengthen the immune 
system, and improve overall health.

Synbiotics are generally considered safe, but like probiotics and prebiotics, excessive 
consumption can cause stomach upsets.

Theanine is an amino acid naturally found in green tea. Studies have shown that the-
anine can relieve symptoms of stress and anxiety and improve sleep quality. Theanine 
is generally considered safe, but in some cases, it can cause dizziness, stomach upsets, 
and insomnia.

Thiamine, or Vitamin B1, is a water-soluble vitamin that plays an important role in energy 
metabolism and the normal growth and function of cells. Thiamine deficiency can cause 
a condition called beriberi, in which individuals may experience rapid weight loss, emo-
tional disturbances, weakness, and heart problems.

High doses of thiamine are generally safe because the body excretes excess thiamine 
through the urine. However, it is recommended that one talk to a healthcare professional 
before using thiamine supplements.

Triphala is a mixture of three fruits used in Ayurvedic medicine, namely amalaki (Emblica 
officinalis), bibhitaki (Terminalia bellirica), and mapki (Terminalia chebula). Studies 
have shown that Triphala may have anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and anticancer 
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properties. It can also be used for constipation and other digestive issues. However, more 
research is needed on the extent of these effects and the potential effects of Triphala on 
overall health.

Turmeric is often used to reduce inflammation and relieve symptoms of certain chronic 
diseases. Its main ingredient, curcumin, has powerful anti-inflammatory and antioxidant 
properties. Studies have shown that turmeric can relieve symptoms of osteoarthritis and 
metabolic syndrome.

Turmeric is generally well tolerated but may cause stomach upset in some people [1]. 
Also, it is known that turmeric can interact with some medications, particularly anticoagu-
lant and antiplatelet medications, so it is recommended that people taking such medica-
tions talk to a healthcare professional before taking turmeric.

Valerian root is an herb often used to relieve symptoms of insomnia and anxiety. 
Studies have shown that valerian root supplements can improve sleep and reduce 
anxiety symptoms.

Valerian root is generally considered safe, but it can cause side effects such as head-
aches, stomach upsets, and insomnia in some people. It may also interact with alcohol and 
some medications and should not be used by pregnant or breastfeeding women.

Vinpocetine is a compound derived from the periwinkle plant and may improve brain func-
tion. It may be useful in the treatment of a variety of neurological conditions, including 
stroke and Alzheimer’s disease. However, these results should be confirmed by further 
study.

Vitamin A is a fat-soluble vitamin that has many different functions in the body. Supports eye 
health, immune function, and cell growth. Vitamin A deficiency can lead to night blind-
ness as well as skin and hair problems.

However, taking too much vitamin A can be toxic and cause symptoms such as dry skin 
and flaking, headaches, nausea, and even hair loss. In addition, it has been stated that high 
doses of vitamin A intake may increase the risk of some types of cancer.

Before using vitamin A supplements, it is advised that one talk to a healthcare pro-
fessional. This is especially important when pregnant or planning to become pregnant 
because an overdose of vitamin A can cause birth defects.

Vitamin B12 plays many roles in the body. It supports nervous system function, aids in DNA 
production, and ensures the formation of red blood cells.

Vitamin B12 deficiency can cause anemia, nervous system damage, psychiatric symp-
toms, and other health problems. However, vitamin B12 in excess is usually harmless 
because the body excretes unnecessary B12 through the urine. Some people can also 
have allergic reactions to B12 supplements, and some supplements can cause a skin rash. 
Additionally, vitamin B12 can interact with some medications.

Vitamin B6 is a water-soluble vitamin that has many different functions in the body. It plays 
an important role in processes such as amino acid metabolism, the creation of red blood 
cells, and the production of neurotransmitters.

Vitamin B6 deficiency is rare, but when it does occur, it can cause a skin rash, chapped 
lips, swelling of the tongue, and a weakened immune system. However, long-term and 
high-dose intake of vitamin B6 can lead to nerve damage. Check with a healthcare profes-
sional before taking a vitamin B6 supplement.
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Vitamin C plays many important roles in the body. This includes its ability to boost immune 
function, accelerate wound healing, and neutralize cell-damaging free radicals as an 
antioxidant.

However, because vitamin C is a water-soluble vitamin, the body does not store more 
than it needs and usually excretes the excess through the urine. However, excessive con-
sumption of vitamin C can cause stomach cramps, nausea, and diarrhea in some people. 
In rare cases, excess vitamin C can lead to the formation of kidney stones.

Vitamin D is vital for bone and dental health. It supports bone and tooth development by 
regulating calcium and phosphorus absorption. Vitamin D also supports immune and 
nervous system health and regulates cell growth. Vitamin D deficiency can trigger 
conditions such as rheumatism (bone softening in children) and osteomalacia (bone 
softening in adults). It can also increase the risk of osteoporosis and lead to muscle 
weakness.

However, taking too much vitamin D can also be harmful and lead to vitamin toxicity. 
Symptoms of vitamin D toxicity include nausea, vomiting, loss of appetite, constipation, 
weakness, and weight loss. In severe cases, it can cause heart rhythm disturbances and 
kidney stones.

It is recommended that a healthcare professional be consulted before taking vitamin 
D supplements. This is especially important if taking other medications or supplements, 
because vitamin D can interact with some medications.

Vitamin E is a fat-soluble vitamin that acts as an antioxidant. It protects cells from the effects 
of potentially harmful free radicals. Vitamin E also helps boost the immune system and 
prevents dilated blood vessels from clotting.

Vitamin E is generally safe, but in high doses, it can prevent blood from clotting, which 
can cause bleeding. Discuss with a healthcare professional before taking vitamin E supple-
ments, especially if also taking blood thinners.

White Willow Bark contains salicin, which is thought to have pain-relieving and anti- 
inflammatory effects similar to aspirin. However, keep in mind that white willow bark is 
not safe for everyone. In particular, people who are allergic to aspirin and people who take 
blood thinners should avoid consuming white willow bark.

Yerba mate is an herb that is often used to increase energy and lose weight. Studies have 
shown that yerba mate has the potential to boost metabolism and reduce appetite.

Yerba mate can cause a number of side effects, including nausea, headache, and irrita-
bility. In addition, consumption of yerba mate may increase the risk of mouth and throat 
cancer, especially at high doses.

Yohimbe is a supplement used specifically to increase sexual performance and lose weight. 
Studies have shown that yohimbe can help treat erectile dysfunction and, in some cases, 
promote weight loss.

However, the potential side effects of yohimbe can be serious and include high blood 
pressure, fast heartbeat, headaches, anxiety, and trouble sleeping. It can also cause liver 
damage in some cases, and high doses can cause serious health problems.

Zeaxanthin, along with lutein, is a carotenoid important for eye health. Like lutein, zeaxan-
thin concentrates in the retina and macula of the eye, protecting these areas from harmful 
blue light. It also serves as an antioxidant.
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Zeaxanthin deficiency can cause eye diseases such as AMD and cataracts. Zeaxanthin 
supplements can reduce the risk of these diseases, but excessive consumption can cause a 
yellowish discoloration of the skin.

Zinc is a mineral needed for cell growth and division, wound healing, and the proper 
functioning of the immune system. Zinc is also important in the normal function of 
the sense of taste and smell. Zinc deficiency can manifest itself with symptoms such as 
poor growth, loss of appetite, immune system problems, hair loss, and slowed wound 
healing.

Excessive zinc intake can lead to stomach cramps, stomach pain, diarrhea, headache, 
fatigue, and nervous system issues. It is therefore recommended to check with a healthcare 
professional before using zinc supplements.

ZMA (Zinc Monomethionine Aspartate) is a supplement used to improve sports performance 
and recovery. Studies have shown that ZMA can increase exercise performance and mus-
cle strength, as well as improve sleep quality.

ZMA is generally well tolerated but may cause stomach upset in some individuals. 
Also, ZMA can impair copper absorption, so long-term use may cause copper defi-
ciency. It is recommended that people considering using ZMA speak with a healthcare 
professional.
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Popular Natural Cures
Scientific Evidence and Myths

In recent years, there has been a notable increase in the popularity of natural cures, with a growing 
number of individuals seeking alternative remedies to address a range of health concerns. While 
some natural cures have been supported by scientific evidence, others remain based on myth. It is 
crucial to distinguish between these two concepts in order to make well-informed decisions regard-
ing one’s health. The objective of this chapter is to collate a list of these cures with brief explanations 
of the advantages and disadvantages of each.

12.1  POPULAR NATURAL TREATMENTS WITH SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE

There are several natural treatments that have gained popularity due to their proven scientific evi-
dence. These treatments have been extensively studied and shown to provide beneficial effects. 
Some of the popular natural treatments with scientific evidence include:

Acacia fiber is a soluble dietary fiber obtained from the resin of the acacia tree. Soluble fiber 
is fermented by beneficial bacteria in the intestines, which promotes gut health and regu-
lates the digestive system.

Acacia fiber has particularly prebiotic properties. Prebiotics feed the beneficial bacteria 
in the gut and help them multiply. This improves gut health, supports the immune system, 
and may reduce inflammation.

Additionally, acacia fiber can help treat a variety of digestive issues, including consti-
pation and diarrhea. It also regulates blood sugar levels and can help with weight control.

Almonds contain a number of nutrients that support heart health. These include healthy fats, 
fiber, protein, magnesium, and vitamin E. Vitamin E acts as an antioxidant, protecting 
against free radical damage [1]. Regular consumption of almonds can be particularly help-
ful in lowering LDL cholesterol levels and reducing the risk of heart disease [2].

Aloe vera is an herb with a variety of health benefits and is most commonly used for the 
treatment of skin conditions and burns. The active ingredients in aloe vera gels have anti-
inflammatory and antimicrobial properties that help treat skin conditions and burns.

Several scientific studies have shown that aloe vera can help treat skin burns. It has also 
been found that aloe vera can improve skin conditions, even slowing the signs of skin aging.

Arnica is noted for its topical pain and inflammation-relieving properties. Arnica is often 
used in the form of ointments and creams and applied on the skin. However, more research 
is needed on these effects of Arnica [3].

Artichoke (Cynara scolymus) is a plant species of Mediterranean origin and is popular 
worldwide as a vegetable and natural remedy. Artichokes have many health benefits, 
the most widely known of which are supporting digestive health and lowering choles-
terol levels.

To understand how artichoke supports digestive health, it is important to first under-
stand the effect of fiber on the digestive system. Artichokes contain a type of fiber called 
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inulin. Inulin is a prebiotic, that is, a food source for beneficial microorganisms in the 
intestines.

These beneficial microorganisms form a community often referred to as the gut micro-
biome. This microbiome plays an important role in digestive processes, immune function, 
and overall health. Therefore, the presence of inulin contributes to the digestive health-
promoting effect of artichoke.

Artichokes can also increase bile production by stimulating the stomach and intestines. 
Bile plays an important role in digesting fats, which supports overall digestive health. A 
good digestive system can increase energy levels and lead to improved overall health.

As for the benefits of artichoke for lowering cholesterol levels, it has been noted that 
artichoke extract can help lower LDL (“bad”) cholesterol levels and increase HDL (“good”) 
cholesterol levels. This may be due to the effects of artichoke on the liver because the liver 
is at the center of cholesterol metabolism. Artichokes can reduce the liver’s own produc-
tion of cholesterol while increasing bile flow. This effect may help lower overall cholesterol 
levels.

As a result, artichokes have the potential to manage digestive health and cholesterol 
levels. However, these effects are usually seen when artichokes are consumed regularly 
over a period of time. It’s important to remember that each individual may have a different 
response to artichoke, and consuming artichokes is not a guarantee of solving any health 
problems.

Ashwagandha (Withania somnifera) is a type of herb that is considered an adaptogen. 
Adaptogens are herbs that can improve the body’s ability to cope with stress. It has been 
used in Ayurvedic medicine for centuries and is used to relieve anxiety and stress, increase 
energy levels, and improve overall health.

The effects of Ashwagandha on anxiety have been investigated in a number of clini-
cal studies. Studies show that Ashwagandha can relieve symptoms of anxiety and reduce 
the stress response. Ashwagandha can also improve sleep quality, raise energy levels, and 
improve cognitive functions.

B vitamins are a group of water-soluble vitamins and are important for energy production, 
cell metabolism, and nervous system function [3]. Vitamin B deficiency can cause symp-
toms such as fatigue, irritability, depression, and anemia.

B group of vitamins, including B1 (thiamine), B2 (riboflavin), B3 (niacin), B5 (panto-
thenic acid), B6 (pyridoxine), B7 (biotin), B9 (folate or folate acid), and B12 (cobalamin), 
contains eight different vitamins. These vitamins work together to keep all cells function-
ing properly [4].

Bee pollen is the microscopic dust of plant seeds that bees collect and carry to their hives. It 
contains pollen grains from a wide variety of plants, allowing bee pollen to offer a wide 
range of nutrients [4].

Bee pollen contains a wide variety of components such as proteins, amino acids, 
vitamins, minerals, enzymes, fatty acids, and flavonoids. It’s also a powerful source of 
antioxidants, which means it can help prevent cell damage and reduce inflammation in 
the body.

Bee pollen can increase energy, improve digestion, reduce allergic reactions, and sup-
port overall health. However, bee pollen can cause allergic reactions in people who are 
allergic to pollen, so it is recommended that such individuals avoid bee pollen.

Berberine is an alkaloid obtained from plants of the Berberis genus and some other plants. 
Berberine is often used to support metabolic health. Various studies have shown that 
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berberine is potentially useful in a variety of applications, such as the treatment of type 2 
diabetes, cardiovascular disease, and hyperlipidemia.

Berberine helps reduce insulin resistance and improve insulin sensitivity. It may also 
exert insulin-like effects to lower blood sugar levels.

Many studies have shown that berberine can both lower HbA1c (average blood sugar) 
levels as well as lower blood glucose and insulin levels in patients with type 2 diabetes 
[5]. Berberine can also lower cholesterol and triglyceride levels and thus support overall 
cardiovascular health.

Beta-glucans are a type of polysaccharide found in the cell walls of various plants, particu-
larly grains and fungi. It supports the immune system and can also help lower cholesterol 
levels.

Beta-glucans stimulate the activity of immune cells, especially macrophages, neutro-
phils, and natural killer cells. This in turn helps the body respond more effectively to 
pathogens and other harmful substances.

Beta-glucans may also help lower blood cholesterol levels. A number of clinical 
studies have found that foods containing beta-glucan (especially oats and barley) can 
lower cholesterol levels. This effect is particularly pronounced on LDL (bad) choles-
terol levels, and therefore beta-glucans may play a potential role in reducing the risk of 
heart disease.

Birch leaves are a popular natural treatment for several different health problems. They are 
known for their diuretic properties, which can help regulate fluid balance in the body and 
prevent kidney stones. It is also thought to have antiseptic properties, which can speed up 
the healing of wounds and prevent skin infections.

Bitter melon (Momordica charantia) is a type of fruit that grows in tropical and subtropical 
regions. Used in Ayurveda and Traditional Chinese Medicine for centuries, bitter melon is 
particularly known for its ability to lower blood sugar levels.

Bitter melon may help lower blood sugar levels in people with type 2 diabetes. Animal 
studies containing bitter melon extract have shown that this extract lowers blood sugar 
levels and improves insulin sensitivity. Similar results have been found in some small-scale 
studies in humans.

However, these results are mostly from small-scale, short-term studies, so larger,  
longer-term studies are needed to confirm the full effects of bitter melon on blood sugar.

Black Cohosh (Actaea racemosa or Cimicifuga racemosa) is an herb often used for relief 
of menopausal symptoms. Native to North America, this herb has been used by native 
American peoples for a number of ailments for many centuries.

In various clinical studies, it has been found that Black Cohosh can alleviate symptoms 
associated with menopause, such as hot flashes, night sweats, and sleep disturbances in 
particular. However, these studies are generally small in scale, and their results are mixed. 
In addition, a larger meta-analysis of these effects of Black Cohosh found no evidence that 
Black Cohosh was more effective than placebo in relieving menopausal symptoms.

Black Cohosh can cause liver problems in some people, so it’s important to talk to a 
healthcare professional before using it.

Black grape seed extract has powerful antioxidant properties. This extract specifically 
contains powerful antioxidant compounds called proanthocyanidins. Antioxidants 
help reduce oxidative stress in the body, which can help prevent aging and many 
chronic diseases.
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Multiple scientific studies have confirmed the antioxidant effects of black grape seed 
extract. Additionally, this extract has been noted to benefit heart health and may protect 
against some types of cancer.

Black seed oil is derived from a plant called Nigella sativa and is often used as a health 
supplement for its antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties. This oil contains a power-
ful antioxidant called thymoquinone. Thymoquinone may help reduce inflammation and 
oxidative stress, which may be useful in the treatment of a variety of health problems [6].

Black seed oil can be particularly effective in treating conditions such as asthma, high 
blood pressure, diabetes, and obesity. It may also strengthen the immune system and 
improve digestive health [7].

Blueberry (Vaccinium myrtillus) is known as a plant that supports eye health. Studies 
have shown that blueberries can especially improve night vision and help prevent retinal 
damage.

Blueberries contain powerful antioxidant compounds called anthocyanins, which can 
help prevent cell damage while promoting eye health. Several studies have found that 
blueberry extract can relieve eyestrain and eye pain. However, this area needs more 
research.

Blueberries are also known for their antioxidant properties and ability to support brain 
health. Blueberries contain powerful antioxidant compounds, including flavonoids, which 
may help reduce oxidative stress and fight aging and disease.

Furthermore, blueberries are known for their ability to improve cognitive function and 
strengthen memory. Several studies have shown that blueberries can slow cognitive decline 
in older adults.

Cranberry (Vaccinium macrocarpon) is used specifically to help prevent urinary tract  
infections (UTIs). Cranberry has been found to contain unique components that may help 
prevent the growth of bacteria (especially E. coli) that cause UTIs by adhering to the uri-
nary tract walls.

A number of clinical studies have shown that regular consumption of cranberry juice 
can reduce the risk of UTIs, especially among women with recurrent UTIs [2]. However, 
there are conflicting results as to whether cranberry is effective for the treatment of UTIs, 
and so it is often used for prevention.

Borage oil is derived from the seeds of the borage plant (Borago officinalis) and is often used 
to improve skin health. This oil is rich in an omega-6 fatty acid called gamma-linolenic 
acid (GLA). GLA creates a type of chemical messenger in the body called prostaglandins. 
Prostaglandins can alleviate inflammation and pain.

Borage oil can also relieve skin redness and inflammation. This can relieve symptoms 
of skin conditions such as eczema, psoriasis, and rosacea. It can also increase moisture 
levels in the skin and improve the overall health and appearance of the skin.

Boswellia has health benefits such as reducing inflammation and improving skin health 
[8]. This resin is obtained from Boswellia trees and has been used for medicinal and 
religious purposes since ancient times.

Boswellia’s anti-inflammatory properties may help manage inflammation-related con-
ditions such as arthritis and asthma. Boswellia acid’s ability to reduce inflammation can 
relieve pain and improve mobility.

Boswellia also supports skin health. It can moisturize the skin and reduce the signs of 
aging. It can accelerate the healing of wounds and cuts and prevent the formation of acne.
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Butterbur is noted for its ability to relieve migraine and allergy symptoms. However, more 
research is needed to validate these effects of butterbur [9].

Calendula can help relieve skin irritations and inflammation. Calendula creams are often 
used to treat skin irritations, burns, acne, and mild skin infections [10]. Also, some studies 
have shown that calendula extracts have an anti-inflammatory effect [11]. However, it is 
important to consult a healthcare professional before using calendula, as some people may 
have an allergic reaction to calendula.

Cardamom is used to relieve stomach pain, reduce gas, and control nausea. With these prop-
erties, it can regulate the digestive system. It is also considered an antihypertensive that can 
help lower blood pressure. These benefits of cardamom have enabled it to be used in many 
traditional medicine practices around the world.

Chamomile is an herb that has been used for medicinal and beauty purposes for centuries. 
Its tea is used to treat insomnia and anxiety due to its calming effects. Some of these 
effects are due to the fact that chamomile contains high levels of flavonoids and other 
chemicals [12].

Also, chamomile can improve digestive health. It can relieve conditions such as con-
stipation, gas, stomach pain, and irritable bowel syndrome (IBS). Chamomile tea can also 
relieve inflammation and skin conditions and boost overall immunity [13].

Chaste Tree Berry (Vitex agnus-castus), also known as Agnus Castus or Monk’s 
Pepper, is an herb that can help relieve symptoms of premenstrual syndrome (PMS) 
and menopause.

Many studies have shown that chaste tree berry is particularly effective in managing 
PMS symptoms. Specifically, this herb can relieve symptoms such as mood swings, breast 
tenderness, insomnia, and irritability.

These effects of the plant occur by regulating hormones such as estrogen and proges-
terone. This regulation can reduce the symptoms of PMS caused by hormonal fluctua-
tions during the menstrual cycle. It has also been observed that chaste tree berry can 
help alleviate the symptoms of menopause. However, more research is needed on this 
issue.

The side effects of chaste tree berry are usually mild and may include symptoms such 
as headache, nausea, and rash. It is not recommended to be used during pregnancy or in 
combination with hormonal drugs.

Chia seeds are rich in omega-3 fatty acids, fiber, and protein. In particular, chia seeds are an 
excellent source of alpha-linolenic acid (ALA), a plant-based omega-3 fatty acid. ALA is a 
fatty acid that the body cannot produce on its own and must be obtained from outside. This 
supports heart health and may reduce inflammation.

In addition, chia seeds are rich in fiber, which provides a feeling of fullness and regu-
lates blood sugar. It also promotes muscle preservation and growth thanks to its high 
protein content.

Chicory root (Cichorium intybus) contains high amounts of a type of prebiotic fiber called 
inulin. Prebiotics nourish and support the beneficial bacteria living in the gut. For this rea-
son, chicory root is used to support gut health and overall digestive health.

Inulin is a kind of soluble fiber that attracts water and makes stool soft and easy to pass. 
Chicory root can also help regulate blood sugar and control appetite.
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Cinnamon is a spice known for its many health benefits. It is known for its ability to 
lower blood sugar, making it particularly beneficial for individuals with diabetes. It 
is thought to have anti-inflammatory properties, so it can help relieve inflammation 
in the body. Cinnamon also works as an antioxidant and provides protection against 
free radicals.

Clove is a powerful spice used both in the kitchen and medicine and has a variety of 
health benefits. It is known to have antioxidant, analgesic (painkiller), and antibacte-
rial properties.

Cloves are often used to relieve toothache because they contain a compound called 
eugenol. Eugenol is a compound used to maintain oral health and relieve toothache. Cloves 
may also help relieve digestive ailments and improve overall digestive health.

Cocoa contains antioxidants that support heart health. Cocoa contains powerful antioxidant 
compounds, including flavonoids, which may help reduce oxidative stress and lower the 
risk of heart disease.

Several scientific studies have shown that cocoa flavonoids can improve heart health, 
lower blood pressure, improve the function of blood vessels, and lower blood lipids. Plus, 
cocoa contains compounds that are said to improve mood and enhance brain function.

Common hop (Humulus lupulus) is an herb that is often used for brewing, but also has  
medicinal properties. Scientific studies have shown that hops have soothing properties and 
can help alleviate sleep problems.

Hops also contain phytoestrogens, which may help relieve menopausal symptoms. 
Studies on its effect against menopausal symptoms have shown that hops can reduce 
sweating and hot flashes.

Coenzyme Q10 (CoQ10) is a compound found naturally in the body and plays a key role 
in cellular energy production. CoQ10 is located in the energy production centers of cells 
called mitochondria and helps the production of ATP (adenosine triphosphate) to meet the 
energy needs of the cells.

CoQ10 has the potential to improve heart health. Studies have shown that CoQ10 sup-
plementation can improve the symptoms of patients with heart failure and reduce compli-
cations after a heart attack. Additionally, it has been stated that CoQ10 may protect against 
some types of cancer, alleviate migraine symptoms, and reduce the side effects of some 
drugs such as statins.

Cordyceps is a species belonging to the family of medicinal mushrooms. It has been used 
in traditional Chinese and Tibetan medicine for centuries and offers a variety of health 
benefits.

One of the most well-known effects of cordyceps is its ability to increase energy levels 
and physical performance. This mushroom can increase the production of ATP (adenosine 
triphosphate), which helps muscles last longer during exercise. Cordyceps may also have 
anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties, which help support overall health.

Cordyceps is generally considered safe, but some people may report side effects such as 
stomach upset, dry mouth, and diarrhea.

Coriander (Coriandrum sativum) is an herb used both as a spice and as an herbal supple-
ment. The leaves of the plant are often called “cilantro,” while the seeds are known as 
“coriander.”
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Coriander can help relieve stomach ailments. One study found that coriander seed 
extract helped relieve stomach ulcer symptoms. Other research has shown that coriander 
can be effective in combating digestive issues such as gas and bloating.

There is also some evidence that coriander can help lower blood sugar levels. One study 
found that coriander seed extract reduced blood sugar and insulin levels in individuals with 
type 2 diabetes.

However, these results are often seen when using specific extracts and specific doses, 
and more research is needed. You should always start a new herbal supplement regimen by 
talking to a healthcare professional.

Cumin (Cuminum cyminum) is the seeds of a spice commonly used in many cuisines. It is 
thought to help improve digestive health and support the immune system.

Cumin is rich in antioxidants and phytochemicals, which may support overall health 
and protection against disease. In particular, cumin is thought to have carminative proper-
ties that reduce gas and bloating, which can help people with gastrointestinal conditions.

Some studies have also suggested that cumin may support immune system function as 
a result of its anti-inflammatory properties.

Curcumin is a component derived from the root of the turmeric plant and is often used as a 
cooking spice. It also has powerful anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties.

Curcumin is often used to treat inflammatory conditions such as osteoarthritis and 
rheumatoid arthritis due to its anti-inflammatory properties. Studies have shown that cur-
cumin can alleviate the symptoms of these diseases [14].

Curcumin can also reduce oxidative stress, which often contributes to aging and the 
development of many chronic diseases. Studies have shown that curcumin can increase 
antioxidant capacity in the body, thereby reducing oxidative stress [15].

Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) is an herb known for its digestive health-promoting proper-
ties. It is usually consumed in the form of tea or extract and is generally well tolerated.

Dandelion may help support liver health. Studies have shown that dandelion extract can 
help regulate liver function and prevent liver damage. These effects are attributed to the 
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties of kale.

Additionally, dandelion can help the digestive system work properly. In particular, it can 
stimulate the production and secretion of bile, which can facilitate the digestion of fats and 
the absorption of nutrients.

Some types of dandelions may contain compounds with antidiabetic effects that can 
help lower blood sugar levels. However, the clinical significance of these effects is still 
unclear, and further research is needed.

Devil’s Claw (Harpagophytum procumbens) is an herb often used to treat joint pain and 
inflammatory conditions. Its name comes from the distinctive spiny appearance of its 
fruits.

First used in local medicine in South Africa, Devil’s Claw contains an ingredient called 
harpagoside, which has anti-inflammatory and analgesic (painkilling) properties. It is 
often used to treat inflammatory conditions such as arthritis, low back pain, and tendonitis.

The anti-inflammatory effect of Devil’s Claw can help relieve symptoms of pain and 
inflammation. In some clinical studies, this herb has been found to have similar efficacy to 
standard treatments in reducing the symptoms of osteoarthritis.

The analgesic effect of Devil’s Claw can be helpful in managing chronic pain. This 
herb has been proposed as a natural treatment option for low back pain and other non-
inflammatory pain conditions.
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However, Devil’s Claw can have possible side effects and drug interactions. In particu-
lar, it may interact with blood thinners. Therefore, if considering using Devil’s Claw, it’s 
important to talk to a healthcare provider first.

Dong Quai is often used for its properties to relieve menopausal symptoms. However, further 
research is needed on these effects of Dong Quai [16].

Echinacea is an herb often used as a natural treatment for colds and other upper respiratory 
tract infections. There are several types of Echinacea, but Echinacea purpurea, Echinacea 
angustifolia, and Echinacea pallida are the most commonly used types.

Echinacea is thought to strengthen the immune system. Studies have shown that Echinacea 
can increase the immune response and, in this way, prevent various infections [17].

However, there is also some controversy over the effects of Echinacea.
Some other studies have found that Echinacea can relieve cold symptoms, but others 

have not found this effect [18]. It is generally accepted that more research is needed.

Elderberry (Sambucus nigra) is a kind of fruit used in herbal medicine. It is thought to be 
particularly helpful against cold and flu symptoms.

Many studies have found that elderberry fruit extract can reduce the duration and sever-
ity of flu and cold symptoms. These effects may be due to the fact that elderberry has high 
antioxidant and antiviral properties.

Eucalyptus is an herb used to relieve cough and respiratory ailments. This plant, whose 
homeland is Australia, grows worldwide, and the oil obtained from its leaves is used for 
medicinal purposes.

Eucalyptus oil can be particularly effective against cold and flu symptoms. When 
vaporized or inhaled, eucalyptus oil can open up the airways and facilitate the expulsion 
of mucus. Additionally, due to the antibacterial properties of eucalyptus oil, it can also be 
used in the treatment of respiratory infections.

Evening primrose oil is derived from the nightshade plant (Oenothera biennis) and contains 
high amounts of gamma-linolenic acid (GLA), making it a valuable natural supplement, 
especially for skin and joint health. GLA helps the body produce bioactive lipids called 
prostaglandins that regulate inflammation. It can help with ailments such as joint pain and 
inflammation.

In addition, evening primrose oil can help alleviate skin ailments. It has shown positive 
effects, especially on skin conditions such as atopic dermatitis and eczema. It can reduce 
inflammation in the skin and help strengthen the skin barrier. However, each person may 
respond differently to this herb, and thus it may not be effective for every skin condition.

Eyebright is used in traditional medicine for its properties to relieve eye irritation. More 
research is needed on these effects of Eyebright [19].

Motherwort is an herb often used in traditional herbal medicine to support the heart and ner-
vous system. Thanks to its ability to relieve menopausal symptoms and lower the heart rate, 
it can have a soothing effect on a variety of emotional states (including anxiety and panic 
attacks) [20]. However, more scientific research on the effects of Motherwort should be done.

Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare) is an herb that helps improve digestive health and relieve meno-
pausal symptoms. Fennel seeds have carminative properties, meaning they can reduce gas 
and bloating. For this reason, it is often used to relieve digestive ailments.
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Also, several studies have found that fennel extract can relieve menopausal symptoms. 
In particular, fennel may be effective in reducing symptoms such as hot flashes, sleep 
problems, and anxiety.

Fenugreek is a spice obtained from the seeds of the Trigonella foenum-graecum plant 
and is used in traditional medicine for a number of health problems. Fenugreek is an 
herb especially known for its potential to help with digestive problems and menopausal 
symptoms. However, fenugreek can cause stomach upsets, diarrhea, skin irritation, 
and lower blood sugar levels in some cases, so individuals with diabetes need to be 
cautious.

The positive effects of fenugreek, especially on blood sugar control, have been sup-
ported by scientific research. Several studies have noted that fenugreek can lower blood 
sugar levels in people with type 2 diabetes. This effect occurs because fenugreek contains 
a high amount of fiber and thus slows glucose absorption.

Fenugreek can also lower cholesterol levels. Several studies have shown that fenugreek 
supplements lower both total cholesterol and “bad” LDL cholesterol levels.

It has also been found that Fenugreek can increase milk production in nursing mothers. 
This feature can help new mothers’ needs to increase milk production. However, fenugreek 
can cause stomach upset and skin irritation in some people.

Furthermore, fenugreek may affect the blood clotting process, so caution should be 
exercised when using it with anticoagulants. Fenugreek is an herb especially known for its 
potential to help with digestive problems and menopausal symptoms.

Fenugreek is generally safe, but some people have reported side effects such as stomach 
upset, gas, and diarrhea.

Feverfew (Tanacetum parthenium) is an herb commonly used to relieve headaches and 
inflammation. It is especially used in the treatment of migraine headaches. Feverfew 
also contains a compound called Parthenolide, which has anti-inflammatory  
properties.

Many studies have found that feverfew can relieve migraine symptoms. Specifically, 
this herb can reduce the frequency and severity of headaches and alleviate migraine-
related nausea and vomiting.

Flaxseeds are a rich source of nutrients that have a variety of health benefits. These include 
fiber, lignans, and omega-3 fatty acids. Fiber can help improve digestive health and also aid 
weight control because it keeps you feeling full for longer.

Flax seeds contain a type of phytoestrogen called lignans. Lignans have antioxidant and 
anti-inflammatory properties, which can help prevent a variety of diseases. Flaxseeds are 
also rich in a type of omega-3 fatty acid called alpha-linolenic acid (ALA). ALA may help 
improve heart health and reduce inflammation.

Garlic is an herb that has anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties and supports heart 
health. Garlic may help lower blood pressure, balance cholesterol levels, and reduce the 
risk of heart disease.

In addition, the sulfur compounds found in garlic may also be important in the fight 
against cancer, due to its ability to reduce oxidative stress and alleviate inflammation. 
These effects are usually most pronounced when raw or fresh garlic is consumed, as heat 
treatment can destroy some of the sulfur compounds.

Garlic can cause stomach upset, bad breath, or skin odor in some people. It can also 
interact with blood-thinning medications, so care should be taken if taking this type of 
medication.
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Ginger (Zingiber officinale) is an herb that specifically helps relieve nausea and inflamma-
tion. The antiemetic (anti-nausea) effect of ginger has been shown to be particularly effec-
tive on pregnancy-related nausea, chemotherapy, and postoperative nausea.

The anti-inflammatory properties of ginger may be especially beneficial for people with 
chronic inflammatory conditions such as osteoarthritis. Studies have shown that ginger 
extract can reduce pain and stiffness in people with osteoarthritis.

Ginger may also help with blood sugar control. One study found that when people with 
type 2 diabetes consumed ginger powder, their blood sugar dropped significantly [21].

Probiotics are live microorganisms known to benefit human health, usually bacteria and 
some types of yeast. These are often taken as supplements to support digestive health, but 
they can also help boost the immune system and improve overall health.

Scientific studies have shown that probiotics can help treat a variety of digestive dis-
orders, including irritable bowel syndrome (IBS), inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), 
and certain infections. They may also be effective in preventing antibiotic-associated 
diarrhea.

Probiotics also have the ability to strengthen the immune system. Studies have shown 
that they can help prevent infections by modulating the immune response.

Ginkgo biloba is an herb often used to support memory and brain function. Studies have 
shown that Ginkgo biloba can have a positive effect on cognitive function and help prevent 
age-related memory loss in particular [22]. These effects of Ginkgo biloba are linked to its 
ability to increase blood circulation and reduce oxidative stress.

However, there is conflicting evidence about the effect of Ginkgo biloba on Alzheimer’s 
disease or other types of dementia. Some studies have shown that this herb may be ben-
eficial in alleviating such conditions, while others have found no benefit [23]. Therefore, if 
considering the use of Ginkgo biloba for these types of conditions, it is important to speak 
to a healthcare professional first.

Possible side effects of Ginkgo biloba may include headache, nausea, and diarrhea. 
Also, Ginkgo biloba may interact with blood-thinning medications, so caution should be 
exercised if you are taking this type of medication.

Ginseng is often used to increase physical and mental energy. There are several types, the 
two main types being Panax ginseng (Asian or Korean ginseng) and Panax quinquefolius 
(American ginseng).

Ginseng has the potential to boost overall energy levels and help cope with fatigue. This 
can improve sports performance and improve overall endurance. Additionally, ginseng 
may have a positive effect on cognitive function. Various studies have shown that ginseng 
can help improve memory, attention, and brain function.

Glucosamine is a popular dietary supplement, especially for joint health. It is a substance 
naturally found in the body and plays an important role in building healthy cartilage.

People with conditions affecting the joint, such as osteoarthritis, often use glucosamine 
supplements. Various studies have shown that glucosamine can relieve symptoms of osteo-
arthritis. However, these effects are usually mild and occur after prolonged use.

Glucosamine can also slow and in some cases even reverse the wear of articular carti-
lage. However, not all studies have demonstrated these effects of glucosamine, and further 
research is warranted.

Goji Berry (Lycium barbarum or Lycium chinense) is a fruit that is usually consumed dry 
and called a superfood because of its antioxidant properties. They are particularly rich in 
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powerful antioxidants called carotenoids. These antioxidants can fight free radicals and 
reduce your body’s oxidative stress, which can reduce the risk of chronic diseases.

Goji is also rich in vitamin A, vitamin C, and iron. These nutrients support overall 
health and improve immune system function.

Golden Seal (Hydrastis canadensis) is an herb known especially for its antibacterial proper-
ties. It is often used to relieve symptoms of colds, flu, and other respiratory infections. It 
can also be used to treat skin wounds and skin conditions such as eczema.

Golden Seal contains a compound called berberine, which may be effective against 
bacterial and fungal infections. However, more research is needed to confirm the health 
effects of goldenseal.

Gotu Kola (Centella asiatica) is a plant species that grows in Asia, Africa, and Australia. 
Used in Ayurveda and Traditional Chinese Medicine for centuries, Gotu Kola is known 
for a variety of health benefits, particularly its ability to support the nervous system and 
brain function.

Gotu Kola has the potential to improve brain health and cognitive function. In a number 
of animal and in vitro studies, Gotu Kola has been shown to improve memory function and 
have neuroprotective effects. In particular, it is seen as a potential candidate for the treat-
ment of Alzheimer’s disease and similar neurodegenerative diseases.

However, these results have been obtained at the animal and cell level, so more research 
is needed to confirm the full effects of Gotu Kola in humans.

Green coffee extract is a product obtained from unroasted coffee beans. Unroasted coffee 
beans contain a number of bioactive compounds, including caffeine and chlorogenic acid 
[24]. Both of these compounds can stimulate metabolism and accelerate fat burning, which 
means that green coffee extract can help with weight loss.

Also, green coffee extract has the ability to lower blood pressure. Some studies have 
shown that chlorogenic acid lowers blood pressure and improves heart health.

Green tea is derived from the leaves of the Camellia sinensis plant and is a widely con-
sumed beverage around the world. Polyphenols are bioactive components with high 
amounts of antioxidant properties and are found in green tea to add to its positive effect 
on health.

The potential health benefits of green tea include reducing the risk of cardiovascular 
disease, preventing some types of cancer, and aiding weight loss. Some studies have shown 
that green tea can lower LDL (“bad”) cholesterol and have a positive effect on the overall 
cholesterol profile.

The effect of green tea on type 2 diabetes has also been studied. Some studies have 
indicated that green tea consumption can lower blood sugar and reduce insulin resistance. 
However, this issue is still controversial, and more research is needed.

Hemp seeds are rich in vegetable protein, fiber, and omega-3 fatty acids. Omega-3 fatty acids 
may help improve heart health and reduce inflammation. Protein promotes muscle build-
ing and repair, while fiber improves digestive health [25].

Hemp seeds are also a rich source of magnesium, phosphorus, and potassium. These 
minerals support bone health, energy production, and overall cell function [26].

Hibiscus is often used to lower blood pressure. Hibiscus tea has been found to be effective in 
managing hypertension. Some studies have shown that regular consumption of hibiscus tea 
can significantly lower blood pressure [27].
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The effects of hibiscus are comparable to medications often used to lower blood pres-
sure. However, more research needs to be done on the effectiveness of hibiscus in lowering 
blood pressure, and it’s important to speak with a healthcare professional before starting 
any treatment.

Honey, scientific evidence on the potential health benefits and harms of honey varieties is still 
limited today. Similarly, studies on specific species are also limited. Listed below are some 
examples of current research on specific types of honey:

1.	Flower Honey: Flower honey is usually made from nectar collected from a number of 
flower species and is generally not specific to a particular flower type. In an in vitro 
study, it was shown that flower honey has antibacterial and antioxidant effects [28]. 
However, it is unclear whether these effects are consistent across all varieties of flower 
honey and whether they will show the same effects in humans.

2.	Manuka Honey: Manuka honey is collected from the native Manuka tree of New 
Zealand and has attracted intense scientific research attention. It has been determined 
that Manuka honey accelerates wound healing and has antibacterial properties [29]. 
However, these benefits are often due to the “Unique Manuka Factor” (UMF) measure-
ment, and not all Manuka honey types may have these effects.

3.	 	Acacia Honey: Acacia honey is generally recommended for diabetics due to its low 
glycemic index [30]. However, it is still unclear what other health benefits this type of 
honey might have, and more research is needed.

4.	Chestnut Honey: Chestnut honey is rich in antioxidants, and some in vitro studies sug-
gest that antioxidants may reduce the risk of heart disease [31]. However, more research 
is needed to confirm these potential health benefits of chestnut honey.

5.	Alfalfa Honey: Alfalfa honey is usually made from the nectar of clover flowers. Some 
studies have shown that alfalfa honey has anti-inflammatory and antioxidant effects 
[32]. However, more research is needed on the health effects of alfalfa honey.

6.	Carob Honey: Carob honey is collected from carob trees and is usually found in the 
Mediterranean region. Carob honey has been found to have high antioxidant activity, 
but the specific health effects of this honey in humans still have limited research [33].

7.	 	Citrus Honey: Citrus honey is collected from citrus trees (lemon, orange, tangerine, etc.). 
One study found that citrus honey showed antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory activity 
[34]. However, the results of this study may not be applicable to all varieties of citrus honey.

8.	Plum Honey: Plum honey is collected from plum blossoms and is quite rare. Little 
scientific studies have been done on the health effects of this honey, and more research 
is needed.

9.	Pine Honey: Pine honey is collected from pine trees and is common in the Mediterranean 
region. It has been found that pine honey has high antioxidant activity that can be used 
in the treatment of various diseases [35].

10.	Filtered Honey: Filtered honey is generally obtained from various nectar sources and 
is not specific to a specific nectar source. The health effects of filtered honey depend 
on the various types of nectar it contains and are often less specific than a particular 
type of honey.

11.	Anzer Honey: Anzer honey from Turkey is made from the nectar of the endemic flower 
species. This honey is known for having high antioxidant activity and antimicrobial, 
anti-inflammatory, and anticancer properties [36]. More research is needed on other 
possible health effects of Anzer honey.

12.	Mad Honey: Mad honey is not actually a honey, but a nectar collected by bees from 
the nectar of the Rhododendron plant. It is obtained from the Rhododendron ponticum 
and Rhododendron luteum species found in Turkey, especially in the Black Sea region.
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The nectar of this mad honey contains a toxin called grayanotoxin. Grayanotoxin can 
affect the central nervous system, causing dizziness, nausea, vomiting, excessive sweating, 
and low blood pressure. However, heating mad honey or storing it for a long time will cause 
the grayanotoxin to be largely destroyed.

It is known that mad honey is used against various health problems such as hyperten-
sion and some stomach disorders in Turkey, but these claims have not yet been scientifi-
cally proven [37].

Horny goat weed can help improve erectile function in men. The active ingredient of this 
plant, icariin, can improve blood circulation and relieve erectile dysfunction symptoms 
[38]. However, more research is needed on the safety and effectiveness of this herb.

Horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) is often used to relieve the symptoms of varicose 
veins and hemorrhoids. Horse chestnut contains a compound called aescin, which can 
strengthen vessel walls and have anti-inflammatory effects.

A number of clinical studies have found that horse chestnut extract can help relieve 
symptoms of chronic venous insufficiency (a condition underlying varicose veins). These 
symptoms may include pain, edema (swelling), itching, and heavy legs.

Horse chestnut can also help relieve the symptoms of hemorrhoids. Hemorrhoids are 
swelling of the veins in the lower part of the anus or rectum and can cause pain, itching, 
and bleeding. Some studies have found that horse chestnut may help relieve symptoms of 
hemorrhoids.

Horsetail is an herb that has historically been used to treat a number of different health prob-
lems. It is known to have diuretic properties, which can help regulate fluid balance in the 
body and reduce edema (excessive fluid buildup in the body).

Horsetail may also help improve skin health. Being rich in silica acid and silicon, 
these minerals can tighten skin, reduce wrinkles, and improve overall skin tone. It also 
promotes the production of collagen, which helps to increase the elasticity and supple-
ness of the skin.

Jasmine flower can help improve mood and sleep quality. Studies have shown that jasmine 
has relaxing and calming properties, which can reduce stress and anxiety and provide a 
better night’s sleep [39]. Jasmine is also a popular option in aromatherapy.

Lemongrass is an herb that can improve digestive health and reduce stress. Its ingredients 
can relieve stomach pain and diarrhea, as well as reduce gas formation and bloating [40]. 
Lemongrass can also have a soothing effect on stress and anxiety and improve overall 
mood.

Kava Kava is a common herb, especially among island communities in the South Pacific, 
and is often consumed as a beverage or supplement. Kava Kava’s most well-known benefits 
include relieving anxiety and insomnia [41].

These effects of Kava are due to the effects of the kavalactone active ingredient on the 
nervous system. Kavalactones create a sense of relaxation by binding to certain receptors 
in the nervous system, which can relieve symptoms of anxiety and insomnia.

There are many studies that show that Kava is effective in improving sleep quality. This 
effect is due to the relaxing effect of kava on the nervous system. However, Kava Kava 
should be used with caution as excessive and/or long-term use can cause liver damage. It is 
recommended that people considering using Kava Kava consult a healthcare professional 
first.
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Kelp is a seaweed that is a large, multicellular species of algae. It contains large amounts of 
iodine, which is a vital mineral for thyroid function. One of the main minerals that the 
thyroid gland needs in order to produce thyroid hormones is iodine.

Thyroid hormones are important in many biological functions of the body, especially 
in energy production and metabolic rate control. Iodine deficiency can lead to health prob-
lems such as hypothyroidism (underactivity of the thyroid gland) and goiter (abnormal 
growth of the thyroid gland).

In addition to being a rich source of iodine, kelp also provides a number of vitamins and 
minerals. These include vitamin K, B vitamins, zinc, and iron. Kelp also contains anti-
oxidant compounds such as polyphenols and flavonoids that support digestion and reduce 
inflammation.

However, when kelp is consumed in excess, it can lead to thyroid dysfunctions because 
too much iodine can overstimulate the thyroid gland. Therefore, it is important to talk to a 
healthcare professional before starting kelp consumption.

Kudzu is a plant species originating from Asia and has roots and flowers used for 
medicinal applications. Kudzu is particularly noted for its potential effects on alcohol 
addiction.

Some studies have suggested that kudzu root extract may reduce alcohol cravings and 
therefore reduce alcohol consumption. However, most of these findings come from animal 
studies, and results from studies in humans are mixed.

Several clinical studies have shown that kudzu extract can reduce alcohol intake, but 
other studies have found no effect. Therefore, more research is needed to fully understand 
kudzu’s effects on alcohol dependence.

Lactobacillus acidophilus, also referred to as L. acidophilus, is a type of probiotic found 
naturally in the digestive tract. Probiotics are live microorganisms that help improve the 
gut microbiota (the community of microorganisms found in the gut).

L. acidophilus helps the gut microbiota maintain a healthy balance. This can help alle-
viate a number of digestive issues, particularly in conditions like diarrhea and irritable 
bowel syndrome (IBS).

In addition, L. acidophilus can help strengthen the immune system. The gut microbiota 
is an important part of the immune system, and probiotics such as L. acidophilus may have 
a positive effect on this system.

Lavender is an oil extracted from the flowers of Lavandula angustifolia, a popular herb for 
aromatherapy, bath products, and a variety of health applications. Lavender is thought to 
have many health benefits; two of the most widely known are its positive effects on anxiety 
and insomnia.

Scientific research has shown that lavender oil can relieve symptoms of anxiety and 
improve overall mood and quality of life [42]. There is also evidence that lavender inhala-
tion can help treat insomnia and other sleep disorders [43].

Lemon balm (Melissa officinalis) is an herb often used for anxiety and insomnia. Studies 
have shown that balm can help reduce symptoms of anxiety. This effect may be linked  
to its ability to increase the activity of a brain chemical called GABA (gamma- 
aminobutyric acid). GABA is an inhibitory neurotransmitter that often aids relaxation 
and sleep [44].

Lemon balm may also help relieve symptoms of insomnia, especially when taken at 
bedtime. Lemon balm is usually consumed in tea form but is also available in extract or 
capsule form.
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Lemon verbena (Aloysia citriodora) is often used to relieve digestive ailments and reduce anxi-
ety symptoms. The leaves of lemon verbena are used to make teas, tinctures, and essential 
oils. This herb can relieve digestive problems such as stomach pain, gas, and diarrhea. Also, 
the relaxing effect of lemon verbena can help relieve symptoms of anxiety and insomnia.

Licorice root (Glycyrrhiza glabra) has been used throughout history to relieve symptoms 
of stomach ulcers and reflux. Licorice root promotes high production of mucus, which 
protects the lining of the stomach and intestines and repairs its damage. Also, the glyc-
yrrhizin component in licorice root has anti-inflammatory and immunomodulatory 
properties.

Licorice root extract is also used to treat respiratory ailments such as coughs, colds, and 
viral infections. However, long-term and/or high-dose use may cause some side effects, so 
it is important to consult a healthcare professional before use.

Maca (Lepidium meyenii) is an herb used specifically to improve sexual health and increase 
energy levels. Native to the Andes Mountains, this herb is often consumed in powder form 
and added to a variety of foods and beverages.

A number of studies have shown that maca has positive effects on sexual function and 
libido. Also, maca root can help relieve fatigue and chronic fatigue and increase overall 
energy levels.

Magnesium is an essential mineral that helps cells perform many basic biological processes, 
such as energy production, protein creation, repair of genetic material DNA, and new cell 
formation.

In terms of cardiovascular health, magnesium can help lower blood pressure and reduce 
the risk of heart attack and stroke. Magnesium is also important for the prevention and 
treatment of heart conditions such as arrhythmias and heart muscle function.

Magnesium also supports the health conditions of the nervous system. Magnesium can 
increase the activity of a neurotransmitter called GABA, which calms nerve activity in the 
brain and provides a sense of relaxation. For this reason, magnesium supplements are often 
used to treat insomnia and anxiety.

Maitake mushroom is a mushroom with properties that can strengthen the immune sys-
tem. Maitake contains a type of polysaccharide called beta-glucans, which activates the 
immune system and thus helps the body better resist diseases.

Manuka honey is produced with nectar collected from New Zealand’s native manuka tree 
(Leptospermum scoparium). Unlike other types of honey, manuka honey contains a par-
ticularly high level of a natural antibiotic called methylglyoxal (MGO) [45].

The high antibiotic activity of Manuka honey has made it a popular choice for treating a 
handful of health conditions. These conditions include wounds, burns, infections, stomach 
ulcers, and other digestive problems.

Despite these health benefits of Manuka honey, it may not be suitable for everyone. For 
example, people with diabetes should carefully consider their consumption, as it contains 
sugar.

Marshmallow root (Althaea officinalis) is an herb that has been used for medicinal  
purposes for hundreds of years. The most distinctive properties of marshmallow root 
are that it is used to provide relief in the throat and mouth and to relieve cough. This 
herb can coat mucous membranes and reduce irritation, thanks to the mucopolysac-
charides in it.
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Marshmallow root is also used to reduce inflammation in the digestive tract and relieve 
stomach ulcers. However, more scientific research is needed to confirm these effects of 
marshmallow roots.

Milk thistle (Silybum marianum) is an herb often used to support liver health. The seeds of 
Milk Thistle contain active ingredients called silymarin. Milk thistle has antioxidant and 
anti-inflammatory properties and can help regenerate liver cells.

A number of clinical studies have found that milk thistle can reduce inflammation and 
oxidative stress associated with liver diseases. Milk thistle could potentially help treat 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic liver disease, hepatitis, and even liver cancer. However, many 
of these studies have been done on animals, and more research is needed on the effects of 
milk thistle on humans.

Moringa (Moringa oleifera) is a type of tree that grows mainly in South Asia. The whole 
tree is used for medicinal purposes, including its leaves, bark, flowers, fruits, seeds, and 
roots.

Moringa contains a number of vitamins and minerals, including Vitamin A, Vitamin 
C, and Vitamin E. It is also rich in important nutrients such as calcium, potassium, and 
protein. It has been found that moringa has antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties 
and can help lower blood sugar levels and cholesterol [46].

Mullein is an herb with properties that support respiratory health. In particular, it has an 
expectorant and cough-relieving effect. These effects are based on the plant’s ability to 
soften the bronchi and facilitate the expulsion of phlegm. However, more scientific research 
is needed to confirm the accuracy of these claims [47].

Neem is an herb that can improve skin health and protect against parasites. Neem can 
help treat skin conditions such as acne, eczema, and psoriasis and can cleanse and 
moisturize the skin. Also, the neem plant has antifungal, antibacterial, and antipara-
sitic properties.

Noni juice is obtained from the fruits of the noni tree (Morinda citrifolia). This tree grows 
on the islands of the Pacific, the Caribbean, and parts of Asia. Noni fruit has been used in 
traditional medicine to treat many ailments.

Noni juice is rich in antioxidants and therefore helps the body fight oxidative stress 
and inflammation [48]. These antioxidants help prevent cell damage and improve overall 
health. Noni juice is also thought to be able to boost the immune system and increase 
energy levels.

Olive leaf, while the leaves of the olive tree are less well known than the fruit and oil of the 
olive, they offer many potential health benefits. Olive leaf has antioxidant properties and 
may help lower blood pressure [49].

The antioxidant effect of olive leaf is due to the phenolic components it contains, espe-
cially a component called oleuropein. Antioxidants are substances that help prevent cell 
damage and can help prevent many diseases associated with aging.

The blood pressure lowering effect is based on the olive leaf’s ability to dilate blood ves-
sels. This effect can be especially beneficial for people with high blood pressure. However, 
it is important to see a healthcare professional before using any herbal supplement.

Omega-3 fatty acids are polyunsaturated fatty acids that are vital for human health. The 
best known and most researched types are known as eicosapentaenoic acid (EPA), 
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docosahexaenoic acid (DHA), and alpha-linolenic acid (ALA). Fish oil is one of the best 
sources, especially rich in EPA and DHA, while vegetable sources often contain ALA.

Scientific studies have shown that Omega-3 fatty acids can help support heart health. In 
particular, it has benefits such as protection from cardiovascular diseases, lowering triglyc-
eride levels and lowering blood pressure.

Omega-3 fatty acids also have anti-inflammatory properties, which may be ben-
eficial for people with inflammatory conditions such as rheumatoid arthritis. Some 
studies have shown that Omega-3 fatty acids can alleviate the symptoms of these 
conditions [50].

Oregano oil is an essential oil extracted specifically from the Origanum vulgare species 
and has antifungal, antibacterial, antiviral, and anti-inflammatory properties. The phenolic 
compounds in thyme oil, especially carvacrol and thymol, are responsible for these proper-
ties. Thanks to these properties, thyme oil can be used in the treatment of various bacterial 
and fungal infections.

However, there are some important notes regarding the use of oregano oil. First, oreg-
ano oil can often cause irritation to the skin or mucous membranes, so it should not be used 
undiluted with a carrier oil. Second, oregano oil can potentially cause allergic reactions, so 
it’s important to perform a small skin test before using it.

Parsley is an herb that most people use extensively in the kitchen, but its health benefits are 
often overlooked. Parsley has diuretic properties and supports overall health.

The diuretic effect of parsley helps the body expel excess fluid. This feature can be 
useful in cases such as edema (water retention in the body). In addition, parsley’s ability to 
remove toxins from the body also supports overall health.

Parsley also contains a number of important vitamins and minerals, including vitamin 
C, vitamin K, iron, and folate. These nutrients help strengthen the immune system, main-
tain bone health, and help cells function properly.

Passionflower (Passiflora incarnata) is often used to relieve symptoms of anxiety and 
insomnia. Various studies have found that passionflower has a calming effect on anxiety. 
Additionally, passionflower can help relieve insomnia. One study found that taking pas-
sionflower extract shortened the time it took to fall asleep and improved the overall quality 
of sleep.

Pau D’Arco is a South American herb with a variety of health benefits. The bark of the plant 
has antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory properties. However, these effects have generally 
been observed in laboratory conditions, and more studies are needed to determine their 
effects in humans [5].

Pecans are a rich source of antioxidants. Antioxidants help protect cells against free radical 
damage, which slows the aging process and may reduce the risk of chronic diseases [51]. 
Plus, pecans contain healthy fats that can help support heart health. Therefore, it makes 
sense to consider these delicious nuts as part of a balanced diet.

Pectin is a type of soluble dietary fiber found naturally in the cell walls of fruits and veg-
etables. This type of fiber forms a gel-like substance when mixed with water, which slows 
down digestion.

This property explains how pectin supports digestive health. Pectin regulates bowel 
movements and prevents constipation. It can also relieve reflux symptoms by neutralizing 
stomach acid.
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Some studies have also shown that pectin can lower blood sugar levels in people with 
type 2 diabetes. Pectin achieves this effect by slowing the rapid rise in postprandial blood 
sugar levels.

Peppermint (Mentha piperita) is an herb that provides a number of health benefits. In par-
ticular, peppermint oil and peppermint tea are often used to treat digestive ailments. Many 
studies have shown that peppermint oil can especially relieve symptoms of irritable bowel 
syndrome (IBS).

Also, peppermint can be used as a refreshing mouthwash and improve oral health. The 
antimicrobial properties of peppermint can reduce bacterial growth in the mouth, which 
may help prevent tooth decay and periodontal disease.

Pine bark extract is a nutritional supplement obtained from the bark of various types of pine 
trees. It is often used for a variety of health benefits. The most overlooked health benefit of 
pine bark extract is its antioxidant capacity. Pine bark extract is rich in powerful antioxi-
dants called proanthocyanidins.

Antioxidants help protect the body against free radical damage, which improves overall 
health, including heart disease and brain health. However, research on the specific health 
effects of pine bark extract has generally been conducted on animals or cell cultures, and 
more research in humans is needed.

Plantain leaf is known for its ability to relieve skin irritation and support digestive health. It 
can protect mucous membranes and relieve irritation. It can also be beneficial to digestive 
health because it relieves constipation and regulates bowel movements [52].

Propolis is a kind of resin mixture produced by bees and collected mainly from tree buds and 
other plant sap. Bees use propolis to narrow the entrance to the hive, to keep out strangers 
diseases, and to coat the inside of the hive.

Propolis is one of the oldest known natural antibiotics and is thought to have a num-
ber of health benefits. It contains a number of active ingredients such as flavonoids and 
phenolic acids. These ingredients have been shown to have antioxidant and antibacterial 
properties.

The health benefits of propolis include boosting the immune system, preventing colds 
and other infections, improving oral health, accelerating the healing of wounds, and treat-
ing skin problems.

Despite these benefits of propolis, it may cause allergic reactions in some people, so 
first-time users should be careful.

Psyllium is a source of fiber obtained from the bark of the Plantago ovata plant. It is widely 
used to improve digestive health and lower cholesterol levels. Its fibrous structure relieves 
constipation by softening and enlarging stool.

Also, psyllium might lower cholesterol levels. A number of studies have found that 
taking regular psyllium supplements can lower overall cholesterol levels, especially LDL 
(“bad”) cholesterol.

Pumpkin seeds are rich in magnesium and antioxidants. Magnesium is a mineral that regu-
lates more than 300 enzymatic reactions in the body [53]. This supports a number of vital 
functions such as energy production, protein synthesis, and nerve function. Pumpkin 
seeds also contain a number of antioxidants that help prevent free radical damage. These 
antioxidants may contribute to many health benefits, from heart health to cancer risk 
reduction [54].
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Pycnogenol is a patented extract consisting of flavonoid compounds specifically derived from 
the bark of the French maritime pine (Pinus pinaster) tree. It is known for its wide-ranging 
antioxidant properties, and with this feature, it protects cells against oxidative damage. It 
is especially used to support heart and brain health.

Various studies have shown that pycnogenol lowers heart disease risk factors, particu-
larly high blood pressure, and lowers levels of bad LDL cholesterol. In addition, there is 
some evidence that pycnogenol can improve brain function and cognitive abilities.

Quercetin is a flavonoid commonly found in many fruits and vegetables, such as onions, 
apples, grapes, red wine, broccoli, and tea. Due to its anti-inflammatory and antihistamine 
effects, it is thought to have the potential to combat allergies, asthma, and autoimmune 
diseases.

Quercetin plays an important role in many biochemical pathways that work to control 
inflammation. It also alleviates allergic responses by stabilizing mast cells and basophils 
and inhibiting histamine release. In addition, quercetin has antioxidant properties, the abil-
ity to fight free radicals, and reduce oxidative stress, which may be beneficial in preventing 
various chronic diseases.

Red clover is an herb that is especially used to relieve the symptoms of menopause. Studies 
show that this herb can relieve hot flashes in particular. However, more studies are needed 
on this subject [55].

Red yeast rice is produced from rice fermented with Monascus purpureus, a type of yeast. It 
is a product that has been used in Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) for thousands of 
years and is widely used to support cardiovascular health.

Red yeast rice contains monacolin K, an ingredient in a group of medicines known 
as statins and used to lower LDL (“bad”) cholesterol levels [56]. Studies have shown that 
red yeast rice supplements can effectively lower LDL cholesterol levels [57]. However, the 
amount of monacolin K in red yeast rice can vary widely and may be absent in some prod-
ucts. Therefore, it is important to read product labels carefully.

Possible side effects of red yeast rice are similar to those associated with statins and can 
include abdominal pain, muscle pain, and, rarely, liver damage.

Reishi mushroom (Ganoderma lucidum) is a type of mushroom that is often used in 
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) for health and longevity. Reishi mushrooms can 
strengthen the immune system and protect against certain types of cancer, high blood 
pressure, and blood sugar levels.

Reishi mushroom contains many active ingredients, but polysaccharides and triterpe-
noids are considered the most important bioactive components. These components are 
thought to have anti-inflammatory, antiallergic, antioxidant, and anti-tumor properties [6]. 
It has been said that Reishi mushroom may additionally possess antiviral and antibacterial 
properties that increase overall immune functions.

Resveratrol is a natural phenol compound found especially in red grapes, blueberries, pea-
nuts, and cocoa. Various studies have shown that resveratrol has antiaging, anticancer, 
anti-inflammatory, and heart-healthy properties.

Resveratrol stands out with research that it can improve heart health. A number of 
studies have shown that resveratrol can lower blood pressure and reduce heart disease risk 
factors.

The antiaging effects of resveratrol relate specifically to the activation of sirtuin genes. 
These genes may help slow the aging of cells and prolong their lifespan.
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Rhodiola rosea is an adaptogen herb that can increase the body’s ability to cope with stress. 
Clinical studies have shown that Rhodiola rosea can be effective in reducing symptoms of 
fatigue, depression, and anxiety [58].

This herb works by regulating the body’s response to stress hormones (cortisol), which 
can reduce overall stress levels and signs of fatigue. Rhodiola rosea is often used to 
increase energy levels and improve mental performance.

Possible side effects of Rhodiola rosea may include insomnia, dizziness, and dry 
mouth. Also, this herb may interact with certain medications, such as antidepres-
sants, so it’s important to check with your healthcare provider before starting any 
supplement.

Rooibos or red tea is obtained from the leaves of the Aspalathus linearis plant. Native to 
South Africa, this herb is widely used in tea making and is grown in warm climates.

Perhaps the most well-known benefit of rooibos is its high antioxidant content. These 
antioxidants can help the body cope with oxidative stress, which can slow the aging pro-
cess and reduce the risk of developing chronic diseases. Antioxidants include flavonoids 
and phenolic compounds.

Additionally, rooibos may help support heart health. Studies have shown that regular 
consumption of rooibos can lower blood pressure and cholesterol levels. However, these 
effects are often seen in conjunction with regular consumption and other healthy lifestyle 
changes.

Rosehip is the fruit of various rose species and is often appreciated for its intense vitamin 
C content and antioxidant effects. Vitamin C supports the immune system, improves skin 
health, and protects against free radicals.

Rosehip may also have anti-inflammatory properties. Some studies have shown that 
taking rosehip supplements can alleviate inflammatory conditions such as arthritis.

Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis) is an herb with some evidence that it helps support brain 
function. Specifically, rosemary contains rosmarinic acid, an ingredient thought to improve 
memory and increase concentration.

Studies have shown that rosemary extract can improve memory performance and reduce 
symptoms of cognitive decline [59]. It has also been shown that rosemary extract can help 
support memory function, especially in older adults [60].

Royal jelly is a highly nutritious substance produced by worker bees and used for the feeding 
of queen bees and larvae. The queen bee grows by eating only royal jelly throughout her 
life. This results in them being larger and longer lasting than any other bee [61].

Royal jelly is rich in amino acids, vitamins, enzymes, and fatty acids and is also a 
source of B vitamins. It is especially rich in vitamins B5 and B6. It also supports collagen 
production and is beneficial for skin health.

Royal jelly’s health benefits include boosting overall health and stamina, boosting 
energy levels, hydrating and protecting the skin, relieving menopausal symptoms, and 
lowering cholesterol levels. However, more research is needed on the effects of royal jelly, 
and it may cause allergic reactions for some people.

Saffron is a type of spice obtained from the Crocus sativus L. plant. This herb is particu-
larly notable for its ability to relieve symptoms of depression. These effects of saffron 
have been supported in several clinical trials. For example, in a meta-analysis, saffron 
was found to significantly alleviate the symptoms of patients with major depressive  
disorder [62].
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Sage (Salvia officinalis) is used to support memory and brain function and relieve menopausal 
symptoms. Sage contains several active ingredients with antioxidant and anti-inflamma-
tory properties.

In particular, there is some evidence that sage has positive effects on memory. One study 
found that sage extract can improve the memory and cognitive abilities of Alzheimer’s 
patients.

Sage is also used to relieve menopausal symptoms, especially to reduce hot flashes and 
sweating. One study found that sage extract can significantly reduce these symptoms.

Saw Palmetto is a small palm species that usually grows in the southeastern United States. For 
centuries, it has been used in traditional medicine to support prostate health in men.

It is often used to relieve symptoms of prostate conditions such as benign prostatic 
hyperplasia (BPH). Many clinical studies have focused on Saw Palmetto’s ability to reduce 
BPH symptoms. A meta-analysis found that Saw Palmetto supplementation can improve 
urine flow rate and reduce nighttime urination frequency.

However, the American Urological Association (AUA) stated in a guideline published 
in 2011 that there is insufficient evidence that Saw Palmetto is effective in the treatment 
of BPH. Therefore, more research is needed to confirm the full effects of Saw Palmetto on 
prostate health.

Schisandra (Schisandra chinensis) is a plant that is the fruit of the Schisandra chinensis 
plant. Used in traditional Chinese medicine, this herb is often recognized for its ability to 
reduce stress and increase overall stamina. Schisandra is considered an adaptogen, mean-
ing it can help regulate the body’s stress response.

Various studies have shown that Schisandra can improve physical performance, endur-
ance, and stress response. For example, one study found that Schisandra can reduce feel-
ings of fatigue during exercise and improve exercise performance.

Senna is a plant extract derived from the Senna alexandrina plant. It is often used to relieve 
constipation. Senna contains sennosides, an ingredient that improves motility in the gas-
trointestinal tract. This helps stool pass through the intestines faster, which relieves the 
symptoms of constipation.

Senna is commonly used for constipation and is generally safe for short-term use. 
However, long-term use can cause intestinal irritation or a reduced ability to maintain 
regularity of bowel movements.

Sesame seeds are rich in a number of nutrients, particularly magnesium and copper.
Magnesium is an essential mineral for more than 300 enzymatic reactions and plays a 

role in many bodily functions such as energy production, protein synthesis, cell communi-
cation, and DNA synthesis [63].

Copper also performs a number of important functions in the body, particularly impor-
tant in energy production and iron metabolism [64]. Also, sesame seeds contain B vitamins, 
which are important for energy metabolism, nerve function, and cell growth and division.

Shepherd’s Purse is an herb known especially for its ability to alleviate menstrual bleeding. 
The herb has hemostatic (stopping bleeding) properties. This can help control heavy men-
strual bleeding. However, more scientific evidence is needed in this regard [65].

Skullcap is an herb known for its ability to relieve anxiety and insomnia. In traditional 
Chinese medicine, the plant is believed to have calming effects on the nervous system. 
However, more scientific research is needed to confirm these claims [66].



175Popular Natural Cures

Slippery Elm is known for its digestive health-promoting properties. The plant produces 
a mucus-like substance that coats and relaxes the stomach and intestines. Thanks to 
this feature, it can alleviate conditions such as irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) and 
reflux [67].

Spirulina is a seaweed that supports immune functions and has detoxification properties. 
Spirulina contains a number of nutritional components, including vitamins B and C, beta-
carotene, iron, magnesium, and gamma-linolenic acid.

Some studies have shown that spirulina can strengthen the immune system and protect 
the body from toxins. Additionally, there is research showing that spirulina has the poten-
tial to reduce inflammation, improve lipid and blood sugar levels, and exhibit anticancer 
properties [68].

St. John’s Wort (Hypericum perforatum) is an herb that can help relieve symptoms of depres-
sion. This effect may be due to the herb’s ability to increase serotonin levels in the brain, 
serotonin, a feel-good neurotransmitter.

Various studies have shown that St. John’s wort can help relieve mild to moderate symp-
toms of depression [69]. However, it is important to note that people with severe symptoms 
of depression may need medication or other professional healthcare.

Stinging nettle (Urtica dioica) is an herb that offers a number of health benefits, including its 
anti-inflammatory effects and ability to reduce pain. These properties suggest that stinging 
nettle may help relieve symptoms of arthritis and similar conditions.

Several scientific studies have shown that stinging nettle can relieve arthritis symptoms. 
For example, one study found that nettle extract can improve pain and mobility symptoms 
in people with osteoarthritis [70]. However, more research is needed on these effects of 
stinging nettle.

Nettle (Urtica dioica) is also an herb used to support prostate health and relieve allergy 
symptoms. It can be found in various forms and has been used by many cultures through-
out history to treat a variety of ailments.

When it comes to prostate health, stinging nettle is often used to relieve symptoms of a 
condition called benign prostatic hyperplasia (BPH). BPH is an enlarged prostate condi-
tion that usually develops with age and can make urination difficult. Several clinical stud-
ies have shown that stinging nettle can help relieve BPH symptoms [71].

Stinging nettle may also help relieve allergy symptoms. Some studies have shown  
that stinging nettle has antihistamine properties and can therefore help relieve allergy 
symptoms [72].

Sunflower seeds are particularly rich in vitamin E and selenium. Vitamin E is an antioxidant 
that helps the body fight free radicals [73]. This can help prevent cell damage and slow 
aging. Selenium also acts as an antioxidant and supports thyroid function, DNA produc-
tion, and the body’s defense against infections [74].

Brazil nuts are an extraordinarily rich source of selenium. Selenium is a mineral that performs 
a number of important functions in the body. In particular, it plays a role in the production of 
several important proteins with antioxidant properties, helps the normal functioning of the 
thyroid gland, and supports the immune system. Selenium deficiency can lead to a number 
of health problems, so it’s important to consume a sufficient amount [74].

Thyme has powerful antioxidant and antimicrobial properties. Studies have shown that thyme 
can protect against bacteria, fungi, and even some viruses. In addition, thyme contains 
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important antioxidants that are effective in reducing oxidative stress that causes various 
diseases [75].

Tribulus (Tribulus terrestris) is an herb that grows in tropical and temperate regions. The 
fruit and root of Tribulus are used for a variety of health benefits and are often used to 
boost libido and sports performance [76].

Tribulus is used specifically to increase sexual function in men, and some studies have 
shown that Tribulus can increase libido and erectile function. There is also some evidence 
that Tribulus can improve muscle growth and sports performance.

However, more information is needed about the side effects and safety of Tribulus. 
Side effects such as stomach upset, sleep problems, and menstrual irregularities have been 
reported.

Valerian root is an herb often used to relieve symptoms of insomnia and anxiety. Valerian 
works by calming the nervous system and supporting the body’s relaxation response.

Various scientific studies have shown that valerian root can relieve insomnia symptoms 
and improve sleep quality. In addition, some studies have also indicated that valerian root 
can relieve anxiety symptoms.

Chicory (Cichorium intybus) is an herb that helps improve digestive health. In particular, 
a prebiotic called inulin, found in the root of chicory, supports the digestive system by 
promoting the growth of healthy bacteria in the intestines. Some studies have shown that 
chicory can improve digestive health and especially relieve symptoms of irritable bowel 
syndrome (IBS) and constipation.

Velvet Bean (Mucuna pruriens) is an herb with a high content of L-dopa. L-dopa is a com-
pound that converts in the brain to a neurotransmitter called dopamine [77]. Dopamine 
regulates the reward and pleasure centers in the brain and provides motor control, so dopa-
mine deficiency is linked to Parkinson’s disease.

There are several benefits to using Mucuna pruriens. By increasing dopamine pro-
duction, it can reduce symptoms of depression and anxiety, regulate sleep, and improve 
overall mood and energy. It also has the potential to alleviate Parkinson’s disease symp-
toms. However, the consumption of Mucuna pruriens has side effects and potential side 
effects such as drowsiness, headache, and tension, and caution should be exercised in its 
consumption.

Walnuts are nutritious nuts and contain valuable nutrients such as omega-3 fatty acids, anti-
oxidants, fiber, protein, and various vitamins and minerals. Omega-3 fatty acids may help 
heart health, brain function, and reduce inflammation.

Antioxidants help prevent cellular damage caused by free radicals and may reduce the 
risk of chronic diseases. Walnuts contain both of these components, which are important 
for healthy heart and brain function.

Waterhyssop, scientifically known as Bacopa monnieri and popularly known as Brahmi, 
is a plant that usually grows in aquatic environments. It has been used in Ayurveda and 
traditional Indian medicine for centuries to support nervous system and brain function.

One of the most researched potential benefits of bacopa is memory enhancement. 
Clinical studies have found that waterhyssop is effective in improving memory and cog-
nitive abilities. A number of studies, especially in elderly individuals, have shown that 
waterhyssop can improve memory performance and alleviate the symptoms of neurode-
generative diseases such as dementia and Alzheimer’s.
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However, not all effects of waterhyssop are seen immediately. Many studies have found 
that the memory-enhancing effects of waterhyssop usually appear within a few weeks or 
months of regular use.

Wheat germ is the embryo of a wheat grain, which enables the seed to develop into a new 
plant. Wheat contains most of the vitamin and mineral content, although the germ makes 
up only a small part of the seed.

Wheat germ is packed with important nutrients such as B vitamins (B1, B2, B3, and 
B6), vitamin E, folic acid, magnesium, phosphorus, zinc, manganese, selenium, and iron. 
These vitamins and minerals support energy production, strengthen the immune system, 
and may reduce the risk of heart disease.

In addition, wheat germ contains the mineral chromium, which helps reduce the body’s 
insulin resistance and reduces the risk of type 2 diabetes. Due to its high fiber content, 
wheat germ improves digestive health, provides a feeling of satiety, and can help with 
weight control.

Wheatgrass is a plant rich in vitamins and minerals. When consumed as grass juice, wheat-
grass provides several health benefits, but more research is needed on these effects.

White willow bark is an extract from the plant called Salix alba and is used as a natural 
pain reliever and anti-inflammatory. White willow bark contains a compound called 
salicin. In the body, salicin is converted to salicylate, a substance that relieves pain and 
inflammation.

White willow bark has been used to treat conditions such as headaches, arthritis, and 
osteoarthritis. However, the effects of this herb are usually mild and short-lived, and pre-
scription drugs are often more effective in cases of severe pain or chronic inflammation.

Wild yam is often used for its properties to relieve menopausal symptoms. However, 
these effects are still controversial, and further research is needed on these effects of 
wild yam [78].

Witch hazel is an herb often used to improve skin health. It can help relieve various skin 
conditions, especially skin conditions such as acne, eczema, and psoriasis.

Witch hazel also has powerful anti-inflammatory properties and can help reduce skin 
irritation and inflammation. Because of these properties, it is often used in the treatment of 
sunburn, insect bites, and various skin conditions.

Wood Betony is known for his ability to relieve neurological pain. The herb has the potential 
to relieve headaches, nerve pain, and migraines. However, these effects are generally sup-
ported by anecdotal evidence, and further scientific research is needed [79].

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) is used as a medicinal herb and is believed to provide many 
different health benefits. Yarrow has anti-inflammatory properties and may also be helpful 
in stopping bleeding.

Yarrow can be used topically to help heal skin wounds. Additionally, yarrow tea is used 
by some people to relieve digestive issues, pain, and fever.

Yerba mate is a beverage derived from Ilex paraguariensis, a plant native to South America. 
Yerba mate contains caffeine and can therefore increase physical and mental energy. It 
also contains many important vitamins and minerals, which contribute to overall health 
and energy levels.
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Although yerba mate contains caffeine, it has generally been reported to cause fewer 
jitters and other side effects compared to coffee. It also contains, besides caffeine, other 
natural stimulants such as theobromine and theophylline, which can lead to a more bal-
anced and long-lasting energy boost.

Yogurt is a dairy product formed as a result of bacterial fermentation of milk. The two main 
bacterial species, Lactobacillus delbrueckii subsp. bulgaricus and Streptococcus ther-
mophilus, are used to make yogurt, and these bacteria provide the acidic taste, consistency, 
and probiotic properties of yogurt.

Yogurt is a source of important nutrients such as protein, calcium, B vitamins, and pro-
biotics. Probiotics are beneficial bacteria that are important for digestive health. Various 
studies have shown that yogurt consumption can reduce the risk of digestive disorders, 
obesity, heart disease, and type 2 diabetes [80].

Yogurt is also generally more tolerable for people who are lactose intolerant because 
during fermentation bacteria break down milk’s lactose. However, it’s important to note 
that not all yogurts offer the same health benefits. Some yogurts may contain unhealthy 
additional ingredients such as sugar or artificial sweeteners.

Zinc is a mineral that has many different functions in the human body. Zinc supports the 
growth and division of cells, the formation of proteins and DNA, the proper functioning of 
the immune system, and the healing of wounds.

Zinc deficiency can lead to an inadequate immune response, slow wound healing, and, 
in some cases, hair loss. Zinc can be found in a variety of foods, including seafood, meat, 
grains, dairy products, and legumes.

The above information is for general information purposes only and should not replace profes-
sional medical advice. A healthcare professional should always be consulted before deciding on a 
particular treatment or medication.

12.2 � POPULAR NATURAL TREATMENTS WITH 
CONFLICTING SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE

Research for each of most of these examples is often ambiguous and sometimes shows conflicting 
results. Therefore, consultation with a healthcare professional is recommended before recom-
mending the use of a particular treatment. Some examples of such natural treatments are listed 
below:

1.	St John’s Wort: This herb is often used to treat mild to moderate depression. However, 
there is mixed evidence about its efficacy and side effects.

2.	Kava: Evidence on the efficacy and safety of this widely used herb for anxiety shows 
mixed results.

3.	Gingko Biloba: This herb is often used for memory disorders, but the evidence on its effec-
tiveness shows mixed results.

4.	Black Cohosh: This herb is frequently used for menopausal symptoms, but the evidence 
shows mixed results.

5.	Saw Palmetto: This herb is used for prostate enlargement, but evidence on its effectiveness 
shows mixed results.

6.	Echinacea: This herb is used against colds and flu, but the evidence on its effectiveness 
shows mixed results.

7.	Glucosamine: This natural ingredient is commonly used for osteoarthritis, but the evi-
dence on its effectiveness shows mixed results.
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8.	Chondroitin: This natural ingredient is often used for osteoarthritis, but the evidence on its 
effectiveness shows mixed results.

9.	Melatonin: This natural hormone is often used for insomnia, but the evidence on its effec-
tiveness shows mixed results.

10.	Pedigree 10: This herb is commonly used for menopausal symptoms and heart health, 
although evidence on its effectiveness shows mixed results.

11.	Cat’s Claw: Used for arthritis and other inflammatory diseases, but the evidence is mixed.
12.	SAM-e (S-adenosylmethionine): Used for the treatment of depression, but research on its 

effectiveness has yielded conflicting results stating that it can interact negatively with anti-
depressant medications.

13.	Tea Tree Oil: A popular remedy for acne treatment, but evidence shows mixed results.
14.	Sugar Grass: Claimed to help lower blood sugar levels, but the evidence is not yet clear.
15.	Acupuncture: Used for a variety of conditions including pain, migraine, and blood pressure 

reduction, but evidence shows mixed results.
16.	Homeopathy: Used for a variety of health conditions, but evidence is conflicting about its 

effectiveness.
17.	Magnesium Supplements: Recommended for a variety of conditions such as heart health 

and sleep patterns, but the evidence for its effectiveness is mixed.
18.	Chromium Picolinate: Claimed to help support metabolism, but the evidence is mixed.
19.	Garlic Supplements: Used to support heart health, but research on its effectiveness has 

yielded mixed results.

The examples above are general guidelines and should not be used without considering indi-
vidual health conditions, possible side effects, and drug interactions. The evidence on natural health 
treatments is constantly updated. Therefore, it is very important to stay up-to-date with information 
related to this and to consult a health professional.

12.3  POPULAR NATURAL TREATMENTS LACKING SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE

There are several popular natural treatments that lack scientific evidence to support their effective-
ness. These include:

1.	Black seed: It is used for various health conditions, but there is insufficient evidence.
2.	Detox teas: Claimed to help flush out harmful toxins from the body, solid scientific evi-

dence is lacking.
3.	Facial acupuncture: Claimed to improve skin health, but there is insufficient evidence.
4.	Colostrum supplements: It is claimed to strengthen the immune system and improve diges-

tive health, but there is insufficient evidence.
5.	Reiki: Claimed to reduce stress and improve overall health, but there is insufficient evidence.
6.	Ayurveda: The traditional medicine system of India. However, there is insufficient scien-

tific evidence for many applications and treatments.
7.	Crystal therapy: It is used for the treatment of physical and emotional ailments, but scien-

tific evidence is lacking in this regard.
8.	Healing stones: Claimed to have a positive effect on mood and overall health, but there is 

no solid scientific evidence.
9.	Kinesiology tapes: Claimed to relieve pain and inflammation, but insufficient evidence is 

available.
10.	Chakra balance: Claimed to improve mood and overall health, but there is no solid scien-

tific evidence.
11.	Bioenergy therapy: It is used for a variety of health conditions, but there is insufficient 

scientific evidence.
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These are examples based on current research in the natural health sciences and popular treat-
ments. When seeking information on natural treatments and alternative medicine, it is always 
important to carefully check your sources and seek professional medical advice.

The above information is for general information purposes only and should not replace profes-
sional medical advice. It is always recommended to consult a healthcare professional before making 
a decision on a particular treatment or medication.

12.4  ANIMAL-DERIVED NATURAL TREATMENTS

The use of animal-derived products in natural health products is quite common. However, research 
on their efficacy and safety often yields mixed results. Some examples are given below.

These examples should be used as a general guide and should not be used without considering 
the health status of each individual, possible side effects, and drug interactions. The evidence on 
natural health treatments is constantly being updated, and it is essential to get the most up-to-date 
information and consult a healthcare professional.

12.4.1  Scientifically Proven

1.	Honey: It has been scientifically proven that honey has wound-healing properties.
2.	Omega-3 Fatty Acids: It has been scientifically proven that Omega-3 fatty acids, especially 

from fish, improve heart health and reduce the risk of depression.
3.	Glucosamine and Chondroitin: These compounds, usually derived from shellfish, have 

been shown to support joint health.
4.	Bee Pollen: Bee pollen has been shown to boost immunity and alleviate some allergic 

reactions.

12.4.2  Scientifically Unproven

1.	Horned Deer Extract: Claimed by some to improve performance, this product receives 
little scientific support.

2.	Hai Shark Cartilage: Despite its claim to prevent cancer, the effectiveness of this product 
is still unclear.

3.	Snake Oil: This product, used to treat skin problems, is not scientifically supported.
4.	Emu Oil: Although claimed to have anti-inflammatory properties, the effectiveness of this 

oil is still unclear.
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Aromatherapy

Aromatherapy is a holistic healing practice that utilizes the therapeutic properties of essential oils 
to promote physical and emotional well-being. These essential oils are derived from various parts of 
plants, such as flowers, leaves, stems, and roots, and are known for their distinct fragrances. Listed 
below are the various aromatherapy sources discussed in the current scientific literature.

13.1  ESSENTIAL OILS

This section examines a number of essential oils and their various applications, with a particular 
focus on their potential therapeutic effects. While the scientific evidence supporting the efficacy 
of these oils is inconclusive, their historical and contemporary uses in perfumery, skincare, and 
aromatherapy reflect their enduring appeal and versatility. The objective of this guide is to examine 
the source, benefits, and practical applications of each oil in order to elucidate the multifaceted roles 
these fragrant extracts play in enhancing health and well-being.

Amber essential oil is derived from fossilized resins and is often used in perfumery and 
aromatherapy applications. This oil is thought to have anti-inflammatory and analgesic 
(pain-relieving) properties [1]. However, there is not much scientific research on amber 
essential oil.

Anise essential oil is derived from the plant Pimpinella anisum and usually has a sweet, 
fruity scent. Anise oil is known to have antispasmodic, antiseptic, and digestive health-
promoting properties [2]. Additionally, some studies have shown that anise oil can help 
ease breathing and relieve asthma symptoms [3].

Avocado essential oil is derived from the pulp of the avocado fruit (Persea americana) and 
is widely used in skincare products. It mainly contains monounsaturated fatty acids that 
preserve the skin’s natural moisture and strengthen the skin barrier.

In addition, it can increase the elasticity of the skin and alleviate the signs of aging. 
However, avocado oil is not an “essential oil” because it is not obtained by steam distilla-
tion and does not exhibit the characteristics of a typical essential oil [4].

Bay leaf essential oil is obtained by steam distillation from the Laurus nobilis plant. This oil 
is used in the treatment of various skin conditions due to its anti-inflammatory, antiseptic, 
antibacterial, and antifungal properties [5]. Bay leaf oil is also used to relieve muscle pain 
and increase blood circulation. Moreover, the pleasant scent of this oil helps in reducing 
anxiety and stress.

Bergamot essential oil is obtained from the fruit of the Citrus bergamia tree. It is often used 
in aromatherapy because of its antiseptic, antidepressant, and anti-inflammatory proper-
ties. Studies have shown that bergamot essential oil can help relieve stress, anxiety, and 
even certain pain conditions [6].

Black pepper essential oil is obtained by steam distillation from the Piper nigrum plant and 
is thought to have anti-inflammatory, antiviral, antimicrobial, and antioxidant properties. 
It also has benefits such as relieving pain and supporting digestion [7].
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Blueberry essential oil is often used in skin care products and aromatherapy applications. 
This oil is known to have antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and antiaging properties [8]. 
However, there isn’t much scientific research on blueberry essential oil.

Cardamom essential oil is obtained by steam distillation from the plant Elettaria carda-
momum. It supports the digestive system and has antispasmodic and anti-inflammatory 
properties [9]. It also facilitates breathing and relieves respiratory ailments such as 
coughing.

Cinnamon essential oil is usually derived from cinnamon bark or leaves and has a spicy, 
warm scent. Cinnamon is known to have antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, and antioxidant 
properties [10]. Additionally, cinnamon oil may help regulate blood sugar, a potential ben-
efit for patients with type 2 diabetes [11].

Citron essential oil is usually derived from the peel of the Citrus lemon plant and is known 
for its invigorating and energizing effects. Some studies have shown that citron oil can 
relieve symptoms of stress and anxiety and even improve focus [12].

Clary sage essential oil, also known as yellow sage, is obtained by steam distillation 
from the Salvia sclarea plant. It is known to have antidepressant, antispasmodic, and 
aphrodisiac properties [13]. It can also help relieve menopausal symptoms and promote 
skin health.

Cocoa essential oil is obtained by steam distillation from Theobroma cacao seeds. This oil is 
often used in the manufacture of perfumes and chocolate-flavored food products. However, 
there isn’t much scientific research on cocoa essential oil [14].

Coconut oil, technically, is not an essential oil, but it’s widely used in aromatherapy because 
it’s an excellent carrier oil. Coconut oil is extracted from the meat of mature coconuts. It’s 
high in medium-chain fatty acids, which can have numerous health benefits. These include 
improving brain function, boosting heart health, and increasing fat loss. Coconut oil is 
also renowned for its moisturizing benefits, making it a popular choice for skin and hair 
care [15].

Eucalyptus essential oil is derived from the Eucalyptus globulus tree and is often used to 
relieve respiratory ailments due to its antiseptic, decongestant, and anti-inflammatory 
properties. Eucalyptus oil has been found to have antimicrobial, antiviral, and antifungal 
properties in many studies. Studies have also found that eucalyptus oil can help reduce 
pain and inflammation [16, 17].

Ginger essential oil is derived from the Zingiber officinale plant and usually has a warm, 
spicy scent. Ginger oil is known to have anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties. It 
may also help relieve nausea and digestive upsets [18].

Grapefruit essential oil is derived from the Citrus paradisi plant and has an invigorating, 
fresh scent. This oil is known to have antiseptic, anti-inflammatory, and antidepressant 
properties. Studies show that grapefruit oil can increase energy levels and have a positive 
effect on mood [19, 20].

Jasmine essential oil is obtained by steam distillation of jasmine flowers. This oil is used to 
relieve anxiety and depression because of its relaxing and sedative properties. Jasmine oil 
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also improves skin health and evens out skin tone. Also, this oil is believed to have aphro-
disiac effects [21].

Jojoba essential oil is a liquid wax derived from the seeds of the Simmondsia chinensis plant. 
Jojoba oil helps maintain the skin’s moisture balance and is used against a variety of skin 
problems. It has anti-inflammatory properties and can be used to treat skin conditions such 
as acne, psoriasis, and sunburn but does not fall into the “essential oil” category [22].

Lavender aromatherapy Soaps containing lavender oil offer calming and relaxing effects 
while cleansing the skin. Lavender oil is known to have antiseptic and anti-inflammatory 
properties, so it can relieve skin irritations and inflammation. Additionally, this type of 
soap is often used at bedtime because lavender oil promotes a better quality of sleep [23].

Lavender essential oil, Lavender, Latin name Lavandula angustifolia, usually grows in cer-
tain parts of Europe and Asia and is often used in aromatherapy. Lavender essential oil 
is obtained from the flowers of the plant, usually by steam distillation. Lavender is often 
considered the “universal oil” in the aromatherapy world as it has a stimulating effect.

Lavender oil has relaxing and calming properties that can help relieve symptoms of 
anxiety and stress in particular [24]. For example, one study showed that lavender essential 
oil significantly reduced symptoms of stress and anxiety [25]. Lavender may also help 
relieve insomnia symptoms. One study in particular found that participants exposed to 
lavender essential oil fell asleep faster into a deep sleep and woke up more energetic [26].

Lavender essential oil can also be used to treat skin ailments as it has antiseptic and 
anti-inflammatory properties. Studies have shown that lavender oil also assists in speeding 
up wound healing [27].

Lemongrass essential oil, also known as balm oil, is obtained by steam distillation from the 
Melissa officinalis plant. Due to its sedative and relaxing properties, this oil is known to be 
used to reduce anxiety and insomnia [28]. It can also help heal skin infections and wounds 
due to its antiviral and antimicrobial properties. Lemongrass essential oil is also used to 
support digestion and reduce gas formation.

Linden essential oil is an essential oil often used in aromatherapy and skin care products. It 
can reduce inflammation and calm the skin. However, good scientific studies are lacking 
on the well-documented effects of linden essential oil.

Myrrh (Commiphora myrrha) is a plant extract that has been used throughout history in 
cosmetic, perfumery, and medicinal applications. It is thought to have anti-inflammatory, 
antibacterial, and antifungal properties. It is also stated to have positive effects on wound 
healing and oral health [29].

Olive essential oil is obtained from the fleshy part of the olive fruit (Olea europaea) and has 
been used for health and beauty for centuries [30, 31]. However, olive oil is not consid-
ered an “essential oil” because essential oils contain volatile aroma compounds from plant 
material, often by distillation. Olive oil does not fall into this category, but it has many 
benefits.

Olive oil contains high levels of oleic acid, which helps moisturize the skin. It also 
contains antioxidants and vitamin E, which help protect the skin against the aging process. 
In addition to skin health, olive oil provides many health benefits. For example, it is com-
monly used in diets to support heart health, and some studies have shown that olive oil may 
protect against certain types of cancer.
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However, olive oil is often used in pure form or in skin care products. When used in 
pure form, it is often applied directly to the skin or added to skin care products. When 
used in skin care products, olive oil is often added to moisturizers, lotions, face masks, 
and soaps.

Olive oil might not be considered an essential oil but is widely used in both health and 
beauty fields due to its many benefits.

Orange essential oil is derived from the peel of the orange tree and usually has a pleasant, 
uplifting scent. Studies have shown that orange essential oil can have anti-inflammatory 
and antimicrobial as well as antidepressant effects that can reduce anxiety levels [32, 33].

Patchouli essential oil is derived from the Pogostemon cablin plant and usually has a rich, 
earthy scent. Patchouli oil is known to have anti-inflammatory, antimicrobial, and anti-
fungal properties. In addition, patchouli essential oil has shown the potential to relieve 
symptoms of anxiety and depression [34, 35].

Peach essential oil is obtained from peach kernels by cold pressing method. This oil moistur-
izes and softens the skin. However, peach oil is not an essential oil and is often mixed with 
other essential oils and used in skin care products. There is not much research on peach 
essential oil in the scientific literature [36].

Peppermint essential oil is extracted from the leaves of Mentha piperita. Peppermint oil 
is known for its refreshing and invigorating effect, making it a popular choice in aroma-
therapy. Peppermint essential oil can be used to relieve headaches, increase energy levels, 
and alleviate digestive issues [37].

Studies find that peppermint oil inhalation may help relieve migraine symptoms [38]. 
Peppermint essential oil also has antibacterial, antiviral, and anti-inflammatory properties, 
making it a popular ingredient in skin care products and oral care products.

Peppermint essential oil is suitable for topical use as well as aromatherapy applications 
but should always be diluted with a carrier oil because it can cause a burning sensation on 
the skin. Keep in mind that peppermint oil can also cause allergic reactions, so it is impor-
tant to do a skin patch test before trying a new product [39].

Red cedar essential oil is obtained by steam distillation from the wood of the Juniperus vir-
giniana tree. This oil is used in the treatment of various skin diseases as it has antiseptic, 
antifungal, and anti-inflammatory properties [40]. It can also reduce stress and anxiety and 
improve sleep. Red cedar oil is also used as an insect repellent.

Rose essential oil is an oil obtained by steam distillation from Rosa damascena flowers, 
which is generally used in the making of rose water and perfumes. It is thought to have 
anti-inflammatory, antiseptic, antispasmodic, and calming properties. It may also help in 
relieving menopausal symptoms [41].

Rosemary essential oil is a powerful oil, derived from the plant Rosmarinus officina-
lis. It is known to have antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties and is often used 
for memory enhancement, relieving muscle soreness, and promoting hair growth. Also, 
several studies have shown that rosemary essential oil can help improve memory and 
concentration [42].

Sage essential oil is derived from the Salvia officinalis plant and generally has a fresh, 
herbal scent. Sage oil is known to have antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory, and antifungal 
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properties. Furthermore, sage oil has shown a potential to relieve symptoms of anxiety and 
depression in one study [43].

Sandalwood oil is an essential oil obtained from the Santalum album tree. This oil can help 
calm the mind, reduce stress, and improve sleep quality. There is also evidence that san-
dalwood oil has antimicrobial properties [44].

Tea tree essential oil is derived from the Melaleuca alternifolia plant and is often used in 
skincare products. The antiseptic, antimicrobial, and anti-inflammatory properties of tea 
tree oil can help manage a range of skin conditions and issues, from acne treatment to 
wound healing and dandruff control. One study found that when tea tree oil is applied to 
skin lesions, it provides rapid healing and reduced symptoms [45].

Thyme essential oil is derived from the Thymus vulgaris plant and often has a pungent, spicy 
scent. Thyme oil is known to have antimicrobial, antioxidant, and anti-inflammatory prop-
erties [46]. Thyme oil may also help relieve symptoms of respiratory ailments [47].

Ylang ylang essential oil is derived from the flowers of the Cananga odorata tree and is 
often used in aromatherapy for its calming and relaxing effects. It can also help moisturize 
the skin and improve skin health. There is evidence that ylang ylang oil has hypotensive 
and anxiolytic effects [48].

13.2  PRACTICAL USES OF AROMATHERAPY PRODUCTS

Aromatherapy products are not merely scented; they are designed to enhance well-being and relax-
ation. This section examines the various applications of these products, including bath bubbles, 
salts, and candles, and elucidates the specific therapeutic benefits associated with each.

Aromatherapy bath bubbles containing essential oils turn bathing into a pleasant and relax-
ing experience. Various essential oils provide different benefits. For example, lavender is 
relaxing, mint is energizing, and Eucalyptus opens the airways. Such products are part of 
aromatherapy practice that promotes general health and well-being [39].

Aromatherapy bath salts consist of a number of salt types (usually Epsom salts, Himalayan 
salts, or Sea salts) mixed with essential oils. These salt combinations are then added to bath 
water to provide aromatherapeutic benefits.

Bath salts can help reduce muscle aches and stiffness, reduce stress, and provide an 
overall sense of relaxation [49]. Additionally, the choice of essential oils can be geared 
toward different kinds of health benefits. For example, bath salts infused with lavender oil 
can reduce anxiety and improve sleep quality [50].

Aromatherapy candles are candles that are usually combined with one or more essential 
oils. When these candles are lit, the essential oils evaporate due to the heat and fill the 
air. This allows users to enjoy both the light of the candle and the aromatic benefits of the 
essential oil.

Essential oils, depending on their properties and choice, can provide a variety of thera-
peutic benefits. For example, lavender essential oil can reduce stress and promote sleep, 
while rosemary essential oil can improve focus and memory [51].

Aromatherapy diffusers are devices in which essential oils are vaporized when mixed with 
air. This steam aromatizes the air in the room and offers the benefits of aromatherapy. 
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Diffusers can offer the health benefits of essential oils as well as emitting a pleasant scent 
into rooms [39].

Aromatherapy dim lamps usually include a heat source (usually a candle or electric heater) 
and a ceramic or metal dish that heats and vaporizes essential oils. This vapor disperses 
into the surrounding air and provides therapeutic effects. The use of dim lamps often bal-
ances the energy of a room and can aid relaxation, concentration, or sleep [52].

Aromatherapy facial steam is a treatment that usually combines some type of essential oil 
with water vapor. Applying this steam to the face provides skin cleansing and a relaxing 
experience. Essential oils offer a variety of benefits, depending on their properties and 
choice. For example, eucalyptus oil may help open up the sinuses, while lavender oil may 
reduce anxiety and provide relief [53].

Aromatherapy hair masks containing essential oils can improve the overall health and shine 
of the hair. For example, lavender oil may promote hair growth, while tea tree oil may help 
prevent dandruff [54].

Aromatherapy incense sticks infused with essential oils are used to fill a room or space with 
a specific aroma. These are widely used in aromatherapy practice and offer the potential 
therapeutic benefits of various oils. However, there is some concern that the continued and 
heavy use of incense sticks may adversely affect air quality, especially indoors [55].

Aromatherapy massage oils are usually a blend of one or more essential oils and a carrier 
oil (such as jojoba, avocado, or sweet almond oil). These oils are absorbed by the body by 
being rubbed into the skin during the massage. Research has shown that aromatherapy 
massage can be effective in reducing stress and anxiety and improving overall quality of 
life [56].

Aromatherapy pillow sprays usually contain essential oils with a relaxing effect such as 
lavender, bergamot, and ylang ylang. It is used to facilitate the transition to sleep and to 
improve the quality of sleep. Some essential oils, such as lavender oil, have been shown in 
scientific studies to reduce anxiety and improve sleep [39].

Aromatherapy serums containing essential oils are often used in skin care routines. Different 
oils provide various benefits according to skin types and needs. For example, tea tree oil 
can help treat acne, while rose oil can help maintain skin moisture balance and alleviate 
signs of aging [39].

Aromatherapy shampoos often contain a variety of essential oils. These shampoos offer 
the aromatic benefits of these oils while washing and also provide therapeutic benefits for 
various skin and hair types. For example, tea tree essential oil may help reduce dandruff 
and improve hair health [45].

Aromatherapy Skin lotions containing essential oils can be used to support skin health and 
alleviate various skin problems. For example, lotions containing lavender oil can calm the 
skin, while products containing tea tree oil can help treat acne [39].

The entirety of the above information should be used as a general guide and should 
not be used without considering the health status of each individual, possible side effects, 
and drug interactions. It is extremely important to consult a healthcare professional about 
aromatherapy practices.
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Integrative Approaches 
to Healing

In recent years, integrative approaches to health and wellness have garnered increasing atten-
tion, particularly those that blend traditional therapeutic modalities with spiritual and natural 
health practices. Music therapy and bioresonance therapy represent two such modalities that have 
shown promising results in enhancing overall well-being. Music therapy leverages the therapeutic 
properties of sound and rhythm to address emotional, cognitive, and physical challenges, while 
bioresonance therapy uses electromagnetic frequencies to promote healing and balance within 
the body. Both approaches are increasingly recognized for their potential to complement conven-
tional medical treatments and support holistic health.

The intersection of these therapies with religious and spiritual frameworks offers an intrigu-
ing perspective on health. Many religious traditions emphasize the importance of spiritual balance 
and harmony, which can be harmoniously aligned with the principles underlying music therapy 
and bioresonance. By exploring how these therapeutic practices integrate with spiritual beliefs and 
natural health principles, we gain a deeper understanding of their potential to contribute to a more 
comprehensive approach to wellness. This chapter aims to elucidate the roles of music therapy and 
bioresonance therapy within this broader context, highlighting their benefits and exploring their 
intersection with religious and spiritual dimensions of health.

14.1  MUSIC THERAPY

Music therapy is a treatment approach that uses music to improve the physical and emotional health 
of patients. This approach includes both active (making or singing) and passive (listening to music) 
methods.

A number of scientific studies have shown that music therapy can be effective in relieving vari-
ous conditions such as anxiety, depression, and pain. For example, a meta-analysis found that music 
therapy can significantly reduce anxiety and pain in cancer patients [1].

Additionally, music therapy can help improve memory abilities in Alzheimer’s patients. A study 
has shown that music therapy is effective in rejuvenating memories and increasing communication 
skills in Alzheimer’s patients [2].

However, the effectiveness of music therapy depends on the method applied and the health prob-
lem targeted. These subjects need more scientific research.

14.1.1  Music Therapy Approaches

There are various types and approaches to music therapy. Below are examples of various music 
therapy approaches:

1.	Active Music Therapy: It is a form of therapy in which the individual actively participates 
by playing a musical instrument or singing.

2.	Passive Music Therapy: It involves the therapist playing music and the individual listening 
to this music. Its purpose may be relaxation and stress reduction.

3.	Resonance Music Therapy: While balancing the emotional state and energy level of the 
individual, it activates the inner subconscious processes.

4.	Recreational Music Therapy: It is aimed at developing group work and social skills.

14

https://doi.org/10.1201/9781003520252-16


195Integrative Approaches to Healing

5.	Psychodynamic Music Therapy: It is used to reveal the subconscious thoughts and feelings 
of the individual.

6.	Neurological Music Therapy: It focuses on improving brain functions; it is usually applied 
to individuals with stroke, Parkinson’s, or brain damage.

7.	Cognitive-Behavioral Music Therapy: It is used to learn or change certain behaviors.
8.	Psycho-Educational Music Therapy: It helps the individual learn certain skills; it is usually 

applied to people on the autism spectrum.
9.	Bonny Method of Guided Imagery and Music (GIM): Promotes self-awareness and growth 

using music and guided imagination.
10.	 Improvisational Music Therapy: It is based on a musical dialogue between the therapist 

and the individual and often encourages emotional expression.
11.	Vibrational Sound Therapy: The body’s energy is balanced by using the vibrations of musi-

cal instruments.
12.	Community Music Therapy: It involves the participation of all members of the community 

and aims to increase social cohesion within the community.
13.	Nordoff-Robbins Music Therapy: It is aimed at increasing the creativity and self-expres-

sion of individuals with special needs.
14.	The Kodály Method: It aims at musical education and the development of musical abilities.
15.	The Orff Approach: It focuses on the development of musical skills using rhythm, move-

ment, drama, and language.
16.	Dalcroze Method: It helps to develop musical abilities by combining music and movement.
17.	The Suzuki Method: It focuses on ear-based learning and is often used to improve chil-

dren’s musical skills.
18.	Mantra Meditation: It is a type of therapy in which music and mantra repetition are com-

bined for meditation.
19.	Music Biofeedback: Music is used as a response mechanism; and music changes based on 

the person’s physical or emotional state.
20.	Notation Therapy: It is a type of music therapy in which musical notes are used 

therapeutically.

Each music therapy approach can be customized to the individual’s needs and therapeutic goals. 
Also, many approaches combine different therapy techniques. Therefore, there are numerous ways 
in which music therapy can be applied. It is difficult to generalize about which of these methods 
will be most effective because each person’s needs are different. Before starting any music therapy 
program, it is important to consult with a professional.

14.2  BIORESONANCE THERAPY

Bioresonance therapy is an alternative medicine treatment that aims to restore energy balance in 
the body. This form of therapy claims that the different cells and organs of the body have unique 
frequencies, and that good health depends on these frequencies being in the right range [3].

Bioresonance therapy is usually done using electrodes and a bioresonance device. The device 
aims to detect “wrong” frequencies caused by disease and restore the body’s natural frequencies [4].

However, there is disagreement in the scientific community about bioresonance therapy. Many 
studies question the efficacy and safety of this treatment modality [5, 6]. Some studies have sug-
gested that bioresonance may be helpful for certain conditions, while others have noted that treat-
ment is ineffective [7].

Often, we see bioresonance therapy used primarily to treat certain allergic reactions. However, 
available evidence has not shown that treatment is effective for these conditions [8].

Therefore, caution is advised when considering bioresonance therapy or any alternative therapy 
before speaking to a healthcare professional.
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Bioresonance therapy has been used for a number of different health problems. However, the 
scientific evidence is limited and in some cases contradictory.

Some examples of the situations where bioresonance therapy is used are listed below:

1.	Allergies and Food Intolerances: Bioresonance has been used by some healthcare provid-
ers to diagnose and treat allergies and food intolerances. Some preliminary studies have 
suggested that bioresonance therapy may alleviate allergy symptoms. However, these stud-
ies often have minor and methodological problems, and more research is needed in this 
regard.

2.	Smoking Cessation: Some people have used bioresonance therapy to help them quit smok-
ing. However, scientific evidence supporting the effectiveness of bioresonance in smoking 
cessation is very limited, and more research is needed on this subject.

3.	Chronic Pain: Bioresonance therapy has also been used for a variety of chronic pain condi-
tions, including fibromyalgia and migraine. However, research in this area is often incom-
plete and contradictory, and definitive conclusions on this issue have not been reached.

The examples above illustrate several situations where bioresonance therapy is used. However, 
stronger scientific evidence is needed on these topics. It is important for individuals considering 
using bioresonance therapy to prioritize speaking to a healthcare professional and evaluate each 
treatment in its own context.

14.3  RELIGION AND NATURAL HEALTH

Religion is an organized system of beliefs, practices, symbols, customs, and ceremonies associated 
with facilitating a sense of proximity to the divine as well as cultivating an understanding of one’s 
connection and obligations to others in communal living. Religion is a multidimensional concept that 
may be observed privately or publicly and often involves aspects of the mystical or supernatural [9].

Religion plays an important role in the lives of many people, and a number of scientific studies 
have been conducted on the impact of religion on health. Many studies show that religion and spiri-
tuality have positive effects on various aspects of health.

Religion functions as an important stress reduction and coping mechanism for many people. 
These potential advantages for one’s psychological well-being and mental health have physiological 
ramifications that affect one’s physical well-being, impact the susceptibility to illnesses, and shape 
the response to medical interventions.

For example, one study found that people who are more observant of religious practices tend to 
have better mental health and adapt more quickly to health problems compared to those who are less 
observant of religious practices [9].

It has also been observed that religiously observant individuals generally have healthier lifestyle 
habits and consume less alcohol and tobacco. This can further positively affect their general health 
status [10].

However, the effects of religious practices can vary from person to person and depending on 
personal interpretations of religion and spirituality. Thus, research on this topic is often complex 
and multifaceted.
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Eucalyptus, 139, 161
Eucalyptus oil, 186
European seabass (Dicentrarchus labrax), 121
Evening primrose oil, 161
Exercises, 107
Eyebright, 161

F

Facial steam, aromatherapy, 190
Fennel (Foeniculum vulgare), 13, 139, 161–162
Fenugreek, 139, 162
Feverfew (Tanacetum parthenium), 162
Fiber supplements, 139
Filtered honey, 165
Flatfish (Pleuronectidae), 121
Flaxseeds, 162
Flower honey, 165
Folic acid, 139–140
Food supplements

benefits of, 130
defined, 130
evaluation of, 131
health’s secret supporters, 131–153. See also specific 

supplements
precautions, 131
risks of, 130
types of, 130
usage of, 131
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G

Galen, 6
Garcinia cambogia, 140
Gardening, 107
Garfish (Belone belone), 121
Garlic, 140, 162, 179
Gate control theory, 30
Genetic testing, 94, 95
Genetic testing kits, 94
Genomic analysis, 95
Gilt-head bream (Sparus aurata), 122
Ginger (Zingiber officinal), 12, 140, 163
Ginger essential oil, 186
Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba), 13, 140, 163, 178
Ginseng, 140, 163
Glucosamine, 140, 163, 178
Goby, 122
Goji Berry (Lycium barbarum or Lycium chinense), 140, 

163–164
Golden Seal (Hydrastis canadensis), 164
Goldenseal root, 141
Good manufacturing practices (GMP), 21
Gotu Kola (Centella asiatica), 141, 164
Grapefruit essential oil, 186
Grape seed extract, 141
Grayanotoxin, 166
Great white shark (Carcharodon carcharias), 122
Green coffee bean extract, 141, 164
Green tea, 164

extract of, 141
Guggul, 141

H

Haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus), 122
Hahnemann, Samuel, 6
Hair masks, aromatherapy, 190
Halibut (Hippoglossus stenolepis/Hippoglossus 

hippoglossus), 122
Hawthorn, 141
Hawthorn berry, 141
Healing power, natural health practices, 7, 8
Healing Power of Nature (Vis Medicatrix Naturae), 26
Health longevity, sports and, 108
Heavy metal and pesticide residue tests, in plant  

products, 21
Hemp oil (CBD), 142
Hemp seeds, 164
Henbane (Hyoscyamus niger), 13
Herbal extracts, 14–15
Herbal ointments and creams, 15
Herbal products

appropriate use of, 21–22
quality control of, 20–21

Herbal remedies, 54–55, 88
Herbal supplements, 130
Herbal teas and infusions, 13–14
Herbal treatment. See Phytotherapy
Herbal vapor inhalations, 15–16
Hibiscus, 164–165
Hippocrates, 6
HMB (beta-hydroxy beta-methylbutyrate), 142

Holism, 31
Holistic approach, natural health practices, 7

phytotherapy, 11
Holy Basil (Tulsi), 142
Homeopathy, 23–25, 89, 179

defined, 24
remedies, 25
working of, 24–25

Honey, 165–166
Hordenine, 142
Horny goat weed, 166
Horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), 142, 166
Horsetail, 166
5-HTP (5-hydroxytryptophan), 131
Huperzine A, 142
Hyaluronic acid, 142

I

Immune system, water consumption and, 116
Improvisational music therapy, 195
Incense sticks, aromatherapy, 190
Indole-3-Carbinol (I3C), 142–143
Inflammatory pathways, 30–31
Information sharing, 72
Innovative research, 91–92
Inositol, 143
Integrative approaches to healing

bioresonance therapy, 195–196
music therapy, 194–195
religion and natural health, 196

Integrative health, 89–90
Iodine, 143
Iron, 143

J

Jasmine essential oil, 186–187
Jasmine flower, 166
Jogging, 107
Jojoba oil, 187

K

Kapha (water and earth), 31
Kava Kava, 143, 166, 178
Kelp, 167
Kidneys, water consumption and, 115
King crab (Lithodidae), 122
Kodály method, 195
Konjac root, 143
Kudzu, 143, 167

L

Lactobacillus acidophilus, 56, 167
Lactobacillus brevis, 57
Lactobacillus casei, 56
Lactobacillus gasseri, 56
Lactobacillus paracasei, 57
Lactobacillus plantarum, 56
Lactobacillus reuteri, 56
Lactobacillus rhamnosus GG, 56
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Lactobacillus salivarius, 56
Lady’s Glove (Digitalis purpurea), 13
Lavender (Lavandula), 12, 167
Lavender aromatherapy soap, 187
Lavender oil, 187
L-Carnitine, 143
L-dopa, 176
Leerfish (Lichia amia), 122
Legal and regulatory frameworks, 77–78
Lemon balm (Melissa officinalis), 167
Lemongrass, 166
Lemongrass oil, 187
Lemon verbena (Aloysia citriodora), 168
Leuconostoc mesenteroides, 56
Licensing, 73–74, 78
Licorice root (Glycyrrhiza glabra), 144, 168
Life expectancy, 108
Lifestyle factors

balancing nutrition, 43
detoxification and cleansing, 45–46
physical activity, 43–44
sleep habits, 44
social relationships, 44–45
stress management, 44

Linden essential oil, 187
Lion’s Mane mushroom, 144
Lobster (Homarus americanus/Homarus gammarus), 

122–123
Lust, Benedict, 6
Lutein, 144
Lycopene, 144

M

Maca (Lepidium meyenii), 144, 168
Machine learning, 95
Mackerel (Scomber scombrus), 123
Mad honey, 165
Magnesium, 144, 168, 174, 179
Maitake mushroom, 168
Mangosteen, 144
Mantra meditation, 195
Manuka honey, 165, 168
Marshmallow root (Althaea officinalis), 144–145,  

168–169
Massage oils, aromatherapy, 190
Massage therapy, 89
Mayo Clinic’s Complementary and Integrative Medicine 

Program, 90
MD Anderson Cancer Center’s Integrative Medicine 

Program, 90
Medicinal plants, 12–13
Meditation, 57, 89
Melatonin, 145, 179
Mental health, water consumption and, 115–116
Mercury, seafood and, 118–119
Microbiological analysis, of plant products, 21
Milk thistle (Silybum marianum), 145, 169
Mind–body therapies, 10, 57–58
Mindfulness, 89
Mineral supplement, 130
Minimum dose principle, homeopathy, 24
Mobile health (mHealth), 91

apps, 94

Molybdenum, 145
Moonfish (Seriola dumerili), 123
Moringa (Moringa oleifera), 145, 169
Movement, 105

benefits of, 105–108
harm equation of, 105–108

MSM (methyl sulfonyl methane), 136
Mullein, 169
Mullet, 123
Music biofeedback, 195
Music therapy, 194–195
Mussels (Mytilidae), 123
Myrrh (Commiphora myrrha) oil, 187

N

Natural health sciences
criticisms of, 49–52
effectiveness discussions, 52–53
ethical issues of. See Ethical issues, of natural health 

sciences
historical perspective in, 5–6
legal and regulatory frameworks, 77–78
overview of, 5
principles of, 7–8
regulatory issues of. See Regulatory issues, of natural 

health sciences
role in global health care, 96
security discussions, 53
sub-disciplines of. See Sub-disciplines, natural health 

sciences
Natural treatments

acacia fiber, 154
almonds, 154
aloe vera, 154
animal-derived, 180
approaches

herbal remedies, 54–55
probiotics, 55–57

arnica, 154
artichoke (Cynara scolymus), 154–155
ashwagandha (Withania somnifera), 155
bee pollen, 155
berberine, 155–156
beta-glucans, 156
birch leaves, 156
bitter melon (Momordica charantia), 156
black Cohosh (Actaea racemosa or Cimicifuga 

racemosa), 156
black grape seed extract, 156–157
black seed oil, 157
blueberry (Vaccinium myrtillus), 135, 157
borage oil, 157
boswellia, 157
Brazil nuts, 175
butterbur, 158
B vitamins, 155
calendula, 158
cardamom, 158
chamomile, 158
Chaste Tree Berry (Vitex agnus-castus), 158
chia seeds, 158
chicory (Cichorium intybus), 176
chicory root (Cichorium intybus), 158
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cinnamon, 159
clove, 159
cocoa, 159
coenzyme Q10 (CoQ10), 159
common hop (Humulus lupulus), 159
with conflicting scientific evidence, 178–179
cordyceps, 159
coriander (Coriandrum sativum), 159–160
cranberry (Vaccinium macrocarpon), 157
cumin (Cuminum cyminum), 160
curcumin, 160
dandelion (Taraxacum officinale), 160
Devil’s Claw (Harpagophytum procumbens),  

160–161
Dong Quai, 161
Echinacea, 161
elderberry (Sambucus nigra), 161
eucalyptus, 161
evening primrose oil, 161
eyebright, 161
fennel, 161–162
fenugreek, 162
feverfew (Tanacetum parthenium), 162
flaxseeds, 162
garlic, 162
ginger (Zingiber officinal), 163
Ginkgo biloba, 163
ginseng, 163
glucosamine, 163
Goji Berry, 140, 163–164
Golden Seal (Hydrastis canadensis), 164
Gotu Kola (Centella asiatica), 164
green coffee extract, 164
green tea, 164
hemp seeds, 164
hibiscus, 164–165
honey, 165–166
horny goat weed, 166
horse chestnut, 166
horsetail, 166
jasmine flower, 166
Kava Kava, 166
kelp, 167
kudzu, 167
lacking scientific evidence, 179–180
Lactobacillus acidophilus, 167
lavender, 167
lemon balm (Melissa officinalis), 167
lemongrass, 166
lemon verbena (Aloysia citriodora), 168
licorice root (Glycyrrhiza glabra), 168
maca (Lepidium meyenii), 168
magnesium, 168
maitake mushroom, 168
Manuka honey, 168
marshmallow root (Althaea officinalis), 168–169
methods, 7, 8
milk thistle (Silybum marianum), 169
moringa (Moringa oleifera), 169
mullein, 169
neem, 169
noni juice, 169
olive leaf, 169
omega-3 fatty acids, 169–170

oregano oil, 170
parsley, 170
passionflower (Passiflora incarnata), 170
Pau D’Arco, 170
pecans, 170
pectin, 170–171
peppermint (Mentha piperita), 171
pine bark extract, 171
plantain leaf, 171
propolis, 171
psyllium, 171
pumpkin seeds, 171
pycnogenol, 172
quercetin, 172
red clover, 172
red yeast rice, 172
Reishi mushroom (Ganoderma lucidum), 172
resveratrol, 172
Rhodiola rosea, 173
rooibos, 173
rosehip, 173
rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis), 173
royal jelly, 173
saffron, 173
sage (Salvia officinalis), 174
Saw Palmetto, 174
schisandra (Schisandra chinensis), 174
senna, 174
sesame seeds, 174
Shepherd’s Purse, 174
skullcap, 174
Slippery Elm, 175
spirulina, 175
stinging nettle (Urtica dioica), 175
sunflower seeds, 175
thyme, 175–176
tribulus (Tribulus terrestris), 176
valerian root, 176
velvet bean (Mucuna pruriens), 176
walnuts, 176
waterhyssop (Bacopa monnieri), 176–177
wheat germ, 177
wheatgrass, 177
white willow bark, 177
wild yam, 177
witch hazel, 177
Wood Betony, 177
yarrow (Achillea millefolium), 177
yerba mate, 177–178
yogurt, 178
zinc, 178

Naturopathy, 10, 25–28
examples of practices, 28
principles, 26–28

Neem, 169
Nettle (Urtica dioica), 175
Neurohormonal pathways, 30
Neurological music therapy, 195
Niacin, 145
Noni fruit, 145
Noni juice, 169
Noopept, 145
Nordoff-Robbins music therapy, 195
Notation therapy, 195
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Nutrition, 32, 43, 89
seafood and, 118

Nutritional sciences, 10

O

Obesity, 109–111
causes of, 110–111
defined, 110
treatment of, 111–112

Observational studies, 17
Octopus (Octopus vulgaris), 123
Olive leaf, 169

extract of, 145–146
Olive oil, 187–188
Omega-3 fatty acids, 118, 120, 121, 130, 146, 169–170
Omega-6 fatty acids, 146
Opium Poppy (Papaver somniferum), 13
Orange essential oil, 188
Oregano oil, 170
Orff approach, 195
Osher Center for Integrative Medicine, 90
Oxiracetam, 146
Oysters (Ostreidae), 123

P

Panax ginseng (Asian or Korean ginseng), 163
Panax quinquefolius (American ginseng), 163
Pantothenic acid, 146
Parsley, 170
Passionflower (Passiflora incarnata), 170
Passive music therapy, 194
Patchouli essential oil, 188
Pau D’Arco, 170
PEA (phenylethylamine), 146
Peach oil, 188
Pecans, 170
Pectin, 170–171
Pedigree 10, 179
Pediococcus acidilactici, 56
Peppermint (Mentha piperita), 171
Peppermint oil, 146, 188
Peppermint root, 135
Personalized medicine/treatment, 88–89, 95

examples of developing, 93–94
Phenylethylamine, 146
Phenylpiracetam, 146–147
Phosphatidylserine, 147
Physical activity, 43–44. See also Movement; Sports
Phytotherapy, 10–23

applications, 13–17
herbal extracts, 14–15
herbal ointments and creams, 15
herbal teas and infusions, 13–14
herbal vapor inhalations, 15–16

historical development of, 11
historical overview, 10–11
principles of, 11–12
research

bioactive components, 18
clinical trials, 17
plant–drug interactions, 18–19

standardization of plant products, 19–20
safety of, 20–22
side effects of, 22–23

Picamilon, 147
Pilates, 106
Pillow sprays, aromatherapy, 190
Pine bark extract, 171
Pine honey, 165
Pitta (fire and water), 31
Plantain leaf, 171
Plant–drug interactions, 18–19
Plum honey, 165
Post-clinical trial studies, 17
Potentization, 24
Pramiracetam, 147
Prebiotics, 147
Precision medicine, 88. See also Personalized medicine
Pre-clinical trial studies, 17
Prevention Is Better than Cure (Preventare), 27–28
Preventive approach, natural health practices, 7, 8

phytotherapy, 11
Principles, natural health practices, 7–8
Proanthocyanidins, 171
Probiotics, 55–57

health effects of, 55
safety and side effects of, 55–57

Product development, 92
Professional standards, 75–76
Propolis, 171
Protein

seafood and, 118
supplement, 130

Protein powder, 147
Psychodynamic music therapy, 195
Psycho-educational music therapy, 195
Psyllium, 171
Pterostilbene, 147
Public health, 93, 95–96
Pumpkin seeds, 171
Purity, of herbal products, 21
Pycnogenol, 147, 172

Q

Quality certificates, 21
Quality control

of herbal products, 20–21
of plant products, 21

Quality of life, 107, 108
Quercetin, 148, 172

R

Rabbit fish (Siganus), 123
Randomized controlled trial (RCT), 17
Recreational music therapy, 194
Red cedar oil, 188
Red clover, 148, 172
Red grouper (Epinephelus morio), 123
Red yeast rice, 172
Regulatory issues, of natural health sciences, 72–73

counterfeit products, circulation of, 75
licensing, 73–74
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regulation of products and services, 73
training and standards, 74–75

Reiki, 89
Reishi mushroom, 148
Reishi mushroom (Ganoderma lucidum), 172
Relaxation techniques, 44
Religion, and natural health, 196
Resonance music therapy, 194
Resveratrol, 148, 172
Rhodiola rosea, 148
Rhodiola rosea, 173
Riboflavin, 148
Rooibos, 173
Rosehip, 173
Rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis), 173
Rosemary essential oil, 188
Rose oil, 188
Royal jelly, 173
Rutin, 148

S

Saccharomyces boulardii, 56
S-adenosylmethionine (SAMe), 149
Saffron, 148, 173
Sage (Salvia officinalis), 174
Sage essential oil, 188–189
Salicin, 177
Salmon (Salmo salar), 124
SAMe (S-adenosyl-L-methionine), 149, 179
Sandalwood oil, 189
Sardines (Sardina pilchardus), 124
Saw Palmetto, 149, 174, 178
Scallops (Pectinidae), 124
Schisandra, 149
Schisandra (Schisandra chinensis), 174
Sea bass (Dicentrarchus labrax), 124
Sea cucumbers (Holothuroidea), 124
Seafood, 118

benefits of, 118–119
exploration of, 119–126. See also specific fishes

Security discussions, natural health sciences, 53
Selenium, 149
Senna, 174
Serums, aromatherapy, 190
Sesame seeds, 174
Shampoos, aromatherapy, 190
Shepherd’s Purse, 174
Shiitake mushrooms, 149
Shrimp (Caridea), 124–125
Similar cures principle, homeopathy, 24
Skin, water consumption and, 115
Skin lotions, aromatherapy, 190
Skullcap, 174
Sleep habits, 44
Sleep hygiene, 44
Sleep quality, 107
Slippery Elm, 175
Slippery poplar bark, 149
Social relationships, 44–45
Soft-shelled crab (Scylla serrata), 125
Sour cherry extract, 149
Soy isoflavones, 150

Spirulina, 150, 175
Sports, 105

benefits of, 105–108
harm equation of, 105–108
and health longevity, 108

Sports science, 108–109
Squid (Teuthida), 125
St. John’s Wort (Hypericum triquetrifolium), 12, 150, 175, 178
Standardization of plant products, 19–20
Standards, for natural health practitioners, 74–75

professional, 75–76
Stinging nettle (Urtica dioica), 175
Stingray (Myliobatoidei), 125
Streptococcus thermophilus, 56
Stress management, 44
Striped bass (Morone saxatilis), 125
Striped seaperch (Embiotoca lateralis), 125
Sub-disciplines, natural health sciences

acupuncture, 10, 29–31
Ayurveda, 5–6, 31–34
homeopathy, 23–25
mind–body therapies, 10
naturopathy, 10, 25–28
nutritional sciences, 10
phytotherapy, 10–23. See also Phytotherapy

Sugar grass, 179
Sulforaphane, 150
Sunflower seeds, 175
Sustainability, 92
Suzuki method, 195
Swimming, 107
Swordfish (Xiphias gladius), 125
Synbiotics, 150

T

Tea tree oil, 179, 189
Technological advances

access to information, 93
data analysis, 94–95
information retrieval, 94
personalized treatments, 93–94, 95

Telemedicine, 91
Theanine, 150
Thiamine, 150
Thyme (Thymus vulgaris), 12, 175–176
Thyme essential oil, 189
Thymoquinone, 157
Thyroid hormones, 167
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), 5, 6, 29, 34–37

development of, 35
historical overview, 34–35
practices and methods, 35–37

Training, for natural health practitioners, 74–75
Treat the Cause of the Disease (Tolle Causam), 26–27
Treat the Whole Person (Tolle Totum), 27
Tribulus (Tribulus terrestris), 176
Triphala, 150–151
Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), 125
Tuna (Thunnus), 125–126
Turbot (Scophthalmus maximus), 126
Turmeric, 151
Two-banded sea bream (Diplodus vulgaris), 126
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V

Valerian root, 151, 176
Vata (space and air), 31
Velvet bean (Mucuna pruriens), 176
Vibrational music therapy, 195
Vinpocetine, 151
Vitamin A, 151
Vitamin B1, 150
Vitamin B2, 148
Vitamin B6, 151
Vitamin B12, 151
Vitamin C, 152
Vitamin D, 152
Vitamin E, 152
Vitamin supplement, 130

W

Walking, 106, 107
Walnuts, 176
Water

consumption of, 114
and human body, 114

Waterhyssop (Bacopa monnieri), 176–177

WebMD, 94
Wheat germ, 177
Wheatgrass, 177
White grouper (Epinephelus aeneus), 126
White Willow Bark, 152, 177
Wild yam, 177
Willow Tree (Salix alba), 13
Witch hazel, 177
Wood Betony, 177

Y

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium), 177
Yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares), 126
Yerba mate, 152, 177–178
Ylang ylang oil, 189
Yoga, 89, 106
Yogurt, 178
Yohimbe, 152

Z

Zeaxanthin, 152–153
Zinc, 153, 178
ZMA (zinc monomethionine aspartate), 153
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